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The Doerr-Brown House faces North at 17 East St. Joseph Street, Perryville, Missouri,
The brick Missouri-German "L" shaped residence is thought to have been constructed at
this location between 1877-1879. The date is based on tax assessment increases shown
during these years. The six room structure, two and one half stories in front and
one story on the side, measures 38' 10" on the north facade, 42' 2" west, 18' east .
(plus a porch 6' x 13' 8"), and 22' 3" south and rests on a quarry hewn 1imestone
foundation which appears 18" above ground level.

Victorian Itatianate wooden elements decorate the entrance, windows and eaves of
the rectangular two storied block. A photograph taken ca. 1890 shows a porch with
latticed banisters and a pierced rail running around the porch roof. These elements
have been replaced by a porch of classical design using columns and half columns

as supports. The entrance contains two, three paned sidelights, left and right of
the door, with a transom above. The twin arch motif of the door panels reflects
the segmental brick arches of two windows placed symetrically on either side of

the porch, The balanced plan of the entrance is mirrored on the second level with
the exception of the sidelights on the doorway above the porch. The brick arches
and double hung, two over two window sash continue around the house, with the exceptior
of two small double paned square sashed windows Tocated in the attic on each side.
Brackets occur under .- . the eaves of the metal gabled roof to complete the
exterior decoration of the two storied block.

Three chimeys are incorporated into the 14" thick brick walls. One at each end
of the two storied structure furnished heat to the two upstairs rooms and the two
rooms downstairs. The upstairs is reached by a central staircase where the original
banister remains intact. Some locks and grain work appear on the interior doors to
guide the restoration efforts of the current owners. The baseboards, door frames
and mouldings remain intact and window screens installed into guides inside
the sash continue to function. The attic is reached from the upper landing by an
enclosed staircase. The third chimney serviced the kitchen and dining room located
in the one story block to the rear. The kitchen is entered through an enclosed
porch where a pull-up door leads to the basement. Limestone walls and a brick
floor enclose this lowest level below the kitchen and dining room.

One wooden frame outbuilding is found 20' southeast of the residence measuring
12' 4" wide by 10' x 6" high with a metal gabled roof originally used as a summer
kitchen and later as a smoke house. _

The house has been tuck pointed, rewired and electric heat installed. The owner
plans to replace the Italianate rail on the porch and possibly replace the metal
roof {corrugated metal on the front part and seamed metal on rear), with shingles
as revealed in the 1890 photograph. The residence is in remarkably good condition
and stands as one of the few remaining Victorian structures in downtown Perryville.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The architectural and historical importance of the Doerr-Brown House rests purely

on a local level within the City of Perryville. The structure is significant in
that it represents a well preserved Missouri German style I house of 1870 vintace
typified by three paned sidelights, a transom and the continous use of the
segmental arch, Historically, the]house rests on Lot number 17, part of the original
fifty-ane acres Spanish land grant', donated to the village of Perryville by Bernard
Layton® which was surveyed and auctioned to tha public in 1821. The historical
significance of the site rests with the prominent businessmen and professionals who
lived at this location, individuals who helped establish and promote the growth of
Perryville as the county seat.

Richard $. Dorsey, a pioneer doctor, first constructed a_dwelling at this location.
He served in the Missguri State Legislature in 1828-18293 and as town commissioner
in 1831. Hyman Block’, a native of Germany, owned Lot 17 from 1835 to 1875, Hs

. and his brother Levi, became early merchants in Perryville, with the store and
cottom gin located across the street from the residence,

Taxes igcreased from $200.00 in 1877 to $1,200,00 in 1879 suggesting that Arsan
Gallier® who purchased Lot 17 in 1875, constructed the brick residence between
these dates. Louis Doerr® purchased the house in 1836, after becoming a successful
business man as owner of a general store which he established in 1868. Doerr’'s
daughter married County Court Judge Robert Brown and the residence remained in the
family until 1976 when Thomas B. and Helen Ward Sanders purchased the site for the
Museum for Perry County History.

Even though the brick residence is probably not the original structure constructed
on Lot 17, the Doerr-Brown reflects the local architecture and history of the city.
Exterior features of both the Doerr-Brown house and nearby Faherty House (the oldest
residence) provide an historic core for the town and are significant documents of
nineteenth century Perryville.

;"Spanish Land Grants" #2129, (State Archives, Jefferson City, MO, Microfilm).
oHistory of Southeast Missouri, (Chicago: Goodspeed Publishina Co., 1888), p. 4,

. “Committee of Citizgns of Perry County, Centennial History of Perrv County,
sPerryviile, MO, Privately Published, 1927}, chapter 13, p. 2.

Pe;;yville, MO, Perry County Courthouse, Recorder of Deeds, Land Record Book 2, -

gibid; Book 2, p. 390.

Ibid, Book 49, p. 348.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lot 17 of Spanish Land Grant #2129 located in townsh1p 35N Range 11E.
Bounded on the north by St. Joseph Street, the east by South Spring Street,
the south by Mrs, .innm Roth and the west by City Parking Lot. o _
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The historical and architectural importance of the Doerr-Brown House rests purely

on a local level within the City of Perryville. The structure is significant in

that it represents a well preserved Missouri German style I house of 1870 vintage
typified by three paned sidelights, a transom and the continuous use of the seamental
arch. Historically, the_house rests on Lot number 17, part of the original fifty-one
acres Spanish land grant1, donated to the village of Perryville by Bernard Layton2
which was surveyed and auctioned to the public in 1821. The historical sianificance
of the site rests with the prominent businessmen and professionals who lived at this

location, individuals who helped establish and promote the growth of Perryville as the
county seat.
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