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historic High Hill School

and/or common High Hill Community Building

street & number __ not for publication

city.Jown ______ Hi gh HlJJ

state Missouri

vicinity of congressional dislricl9th - Hon. Harold Vol kmer

code 029 county Montgomery code 139

3= .Classification

Category

. _ .district

__X_ buildiny(s)

. ___ .- structure

__ site

__ object

Ownership

_._X.. public

__ private

__._.___ both

PutoS-C Acquisition

__ in process

__ being considered

Status

_ X_ occupied

__ unoccupied

__ work in progress

Acccssib.e

__ yes: restricted

__ yes: unrestricted

_ ._ no

Present Use

__ agriculture

_____ commercisf

__ educational

__ entertainment

_ .._ governmsnt

_ .__ industrial

_____ _ military

__ _ museum

__ park

. _. private lesidente

__ religious

__ scientific

_ _ transportation

JL_ other:COTBTluni ty cents

4.

name __ __ _Town of__High Hill 

street & number 

city, town Hl' 11   .vicinity of Missouri 63350

i  f Legs.

co'-irthouse, repi^try of deeds, etc. Office of Recorder of Deeds

street ,. number 

city, tov<n

Montgomery County Courthouse _ _

Montgomery City state Missouri 63361

8^ _J1! c? g rgs e rs t a 1 5  n_ i

iilie 'MiS-.i.tate. HlSoricaV Survey has this proporly been fetermlned edible? _. ._ yes L no

date
'""0

_ _ _ _____ __ _ _ __  .-federal _JL. state ._.._. county __.local- .._ ____. .._ ....... [jgp-gyi^-gp-^ -gf natural "Resources" ————————

lository tor survey records Historic Preservation Program

city, town Jefferson City slate Missouri 65102



7. Description

Condition

__ excellent 

-X-good 

__ fair

__ deteriorated 

__ ruins 

__ unexposed

Check one

__ unaltered 

__X_ altered

Check one

_ X- original site 

_ _ moved dc

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The High Hill School is a frame, two-story Greek Revival building with medium pitched gable 
roof covered with asphalt shingles. The school faces west and is sheathed with 
weatherboarding painted white. The primary facade, marked by a doubleleaf entry 
with six-light transom and a row of five 6-over-6 light windows on the second story, is 
surmounted by a six-sided belfry with ogee-arched Touvered openings and hexagonal roof. 
Architectural details include pediment-shaped window heads, pilaster corner boards, a 
boxed cornice and frieze, and a blind lunette in the building's front gable. The school 
sits on wood sills resting on a foundation of coursed rubble.

Inter1 or
The primary entrance opens onto a small anteroom containing to the left an enclosed, L- 
shaped stairway to the second floor. A large classroom occupies the remainder of the first 

• floor-;, ,with four chamfered supporting posts in the center. Original handmade cpatpegs . 
allocated oh the StairwelVwall i Upstairsi-two'classrooms open ohto'the lateral, •'' 
hallway;-" Original wainscoting and slate ; b1ackboardj' remain in' ill rooms'." "'The-fooms each 
contain handcrafted, built-in furniture; a glassed bookcase, cabinet and desk. The bell 
in the steeple is rung by a rope hanging in one of the upper rooms. Floors are of narrow 
white pine and upstairs walls are plastered and wallpapered.

Alterations '' ' 
A small vestibule was added to the primary facade, obscuring the original entryway, but 
has recently been removed. A small porch is planned to replace it. In 1959, a kitchen 
was constructed on the north and in the process five/windows were closed and a new interior 
doorway cut into the wall. Inside, the upper floors remain as constructed, but the 
walls of the first floor have been panelled-and a new ceiling installed. A singleleaf 
door was cut in the south facade to provide a second exit, and restrooms were partitioned 
in the entrvway. Electricity, gas and plumbing were added to the structure. In January 
1980, the north and west sides of the building, which had settled, were raised and the 

sills replaced.

Site • . . • ;-.-'"'"'

ThTTHigh Hill School is situated on a large lot in the center of the small town of High
Hill, Missouri. A large playground area surrounds the building. ,

Present status , 
The schooTTTstructurany sound and in good condition. It is now used as a community 
center for the town and a library is being formed which will be located in the first 
floor classroom. The playground'-is-vplanned -as a'ci-ty -park 1.



Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

__ prehistoric —— archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture—— religion

__1400-1499 __archeology-historic __conservation __law __science

__ 1500-1599 __agriculture __economics __literature __sculpture

__1600-1699 _X_ architecture _X_ education __military __social/

__1700-1799 __art __engineering __music humanitarian

_)(1800-1899 __commerce __exploration/settlement__philosophy __theater

__1900- __communications __industry -:_^---politics/government __transportation

n tv : __invention " r'' •• -•--.-•- -• ——other (specify)

Specific dates 1867__________Builder/Architect Unknown____________________

• . - r" ' ; ' i •' •- • i 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The High Hill School is significant as an example of Greek Revival architecture in 
Missouri and as an educational institution serving the citizens of the town of High Hill 
for almost a century. Most of the townspeople received their early education in the 
school.

The first building on.,the site was a girls school, constructed by popular, subscription, in 
1864. 'i : Shortly.after- its- comp.letion-in-1866y.it burned, to the ground and an elementary 
school, was planned tp replace, it,,_..The..presentibui ilding : was-completed and: classes.began 
in .1867.^ .i. .,i,' ;".'.'.; , ;, . ,., - 'j .,.-1 ;- .,.,., . ._,. '•")'-;. „,.-'.--•_ ,i . ,1 :-.) i :•, v. i < .i ; :.i-

The Greek Revival style structure reflected the era's prevalent taste in public edifaces. 
It remains the dominant element in the streetscape of High Hill, its classical detailing 
providing a union of a popular architectural style with the educational and economic 
demands of the small town.

High Hill School was operated continuously until 1954 when the school was consolidated 
under District n of Montgomery County. In 1955, the school district conveyed the 
structure to the city of fflgfi ftfll, for, the. sura,of. J1600., wh ch was,raised by.donations 
of the townspeople. ,' •- •'

FOOTNOTES

1. Mrs. Charles Steyens, personal interview with R. Kenneth Stone, April 1980. Mrs. 
Steyens is a former High Hill pupil and teacher.

2. History gf_St. Charles, Montgomery arid warren Counties (St. Louis, Mo.:' 'Paul V. 
Cochrane, n-dTT, p. 717^

3. Mrs. Ruth Snarr, personal interview with R. Kenneth Stone, April 1980. Mrs. Snarr is 
a retired Superintendent of Montgomery County-Schools.

4. Quit Claim Deed, Montgomery County Reorganized School District Number R-II to the 
town of High Hill, Missouri, 28 November 1955.

5. Minutes of the High Hill Community Club, Fall of 1955.



9. l^ajor BBSsliograpiiicai References_______________

1. History of St. Charles, Montgomery and Harren Counties. St. Louis, Mo.: Paul V. 
Cochrane, n.d.].

2. Minutes of the High Hill Community Club, .Fall 1955.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 1 .0? acr^S- 

Quadrangle name JlMewJlflrenCfi^ Mo . " 

UMT References

6 l*fl|4j2pl K3|0|4|3|2l0|

Quadrangle, scale 1 : 24 ,000 _____

Zone Easting

c| _ I LLjJ

Northing

i_J I i I i Lu J

LJ l .
Zone Easting Northing

LLj_UjJ I i I i .
u_ U ____ 1

J

Verbal boundary description and justification
Part of the East Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section Thirty-Two C32) Township Forty- 
Eight (48), North, Range four -G4)• Vlest bounded as follows, towit: Beginning at the North 
west corner of Lot No. Twenty-three (23)' of the town of High Hill and running thence North

List alt states and counties for properties overlapping state or counSy boundaries

state code county

state cods county

code 

cede

11. Form

name/title_]_._Oan1ce_JLL ____ ____ ___ _
Department of Natural Resources 

organization_[ystoHc_freservatiwn_Program date June 26, 1980

street & number P.O. Box 176

city or town Jefferson City

^telephone _31 4/75_]-4096

slate Missouri 65102

Stole Hiatoyi

The evaluated significance of this property within the stale is: 

___ national _ s

As the designated State Historic Preservation Office;' for the National Historic Prt.serx'aiton Act of 1&6S (PubS'-c Law 89™ 
6G5), i hereby nomi-t^ie this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation nnci Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Director, Department of Natural Resources and 

~J?laJbe.J!i$^ pfttcer,__„___
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3. Quit Claim Deed, Montgomery County Reorganized School District R-II to the town 
of High Hill, Missouri, 28 November 1955.

4. Snarr, Mrs. Ruth. Personal interview with R. Kenneth Stone, April 1980.

5. Stevens, Mrs. Charles. Personal interview with R. Kenneth Stone, April 1980.

ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 1

16 degrees East 3 chains and 17 links to a rock, thence East 72 degrees South 3 chains 
and 29 links, thence South 16 degrees West 3 chains and 12 links to the North boundary 
line of High Hill, thence West 72-1/2 degrees North 3 chains and 27 links to the place 
of beginning and containing one and 5/100 acres.

ITEM NUMBER 11 PAGE 1

2. R. Kenneth Stone " April 1980
High Hill Community Club 314/585-2539
High Hill Missouri 63350

3. James M. Denny, Section Chief, Nominations-Survey
and State Contact Person June 26, 1980
Department of Natural Resources
Historic Preservation Program 314/751-4096
P.O. Bnx 176
Jefferson City Missouri 65102



U.S.G.S. 7.5 
"New Florence, Mo." 
Scale: 1:24,000 
High Hill School

Quadrangle 
(1973)

UTM Reference: 15/640425/4304320

QUADRANGLE LOCATION x

Primary highway, 

hard surface 

Secondary highway, 

hard surface

ROAD CLASSIFICATION

Light-duty roai 

proved surf;
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HIGH HILL SCHOOL #1 of 7 
High Hill, Missouri

Photographer: Janice R. Caneron
May 21, 1980 

Neg. Loc.: Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102

federal view of primary facade.
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HIGH HILL SCHOOL #5 of 7 
High Hill, Missouri

Photographer: Janice R. Cameron
May 21, 1980 

Neg. Loc.: Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City,MO 65102 

View of second floor classroom, showing 
built-in, handcrafted cabinet.





HIGH HILL SCHOOL #6 of 7 
High Hill.Missouri

Photographer: Janice R. Cameron
May 21, 1980 

Neg. Loc.: Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102

View of second floor classroom on the east, 
showing handcrafted bookcase.
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