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1. Name

historic High Hi1l Schooi

and/or common  High Hi11 Community Building

2. Locatiomn

sireet & number —_ nof for pubiication
city, town High Hill ____vicinity of congressional district9th - Hon., Harold Volkmer
state Missouri code 029 county Montgomery code 139
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Fresent Use
___district X punlic __X occupied ___ agriculture ____museum
X buildingi{s) . private unoccitied e Commercial park
—.. Structyre . __both - WOrK in progress — educational . L private residance

——— Site Pulhdic Acouisition Accossibiie —— entertainment ——religious
.. object —_ inprocess - ——_yes:restricted . government — . scientitic

__ being considered —__yes! unrestricted . industrial —— twransportalion

—_ne —— _ military X__other:community cente

4, Cuwmer of Properly
name Town of High Hill

strest & niumber

High Hill —_vighiiy of siale Missouri 63350

A LU VIR e IO

= o] e o P ; o am
5. Looation of E.u@w,m esoriplion

city, towin

courthauss, regietry of deeds, atc, Offi_gg_(_)_ﬁ_ﬂ(iggrder of Deeds e

streat & number Montgomery County Courthouse

city, town Montgomery Cfty state  Missouri 63361

8. lonresenistion in sxiaiing Suiveys

ii!;e I"l_‘!_S_‘%Ol_!iT“jtﬁattiiﬂlStOl’_“[_CEi _I_.SUY‘E‘)I_ _*fhaf this properly been determined elegible? __ _yes ---)L-,,,’If‘f.
date 1900 . Vr_g_deral X simte  county ___ lncal

" Department of Natural’ Resources
cepusitory for survey records  Historic Preservation Program

city, town Jeffersorjm ty _ siate MTSSQL.IN' 6510._




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—— excellent — deteriorated ___ unaltered __X_ original site
—X. good —tuins —¥_ alteréd —— moved date
- failr — unexposed .

Describe the present and original (if known} physical appearance

The High Hi11 School is a frame, two-story Greek Revival building with medijum pitched gable
roof covered with asphalt shingles. The school faces west and is sheathed with
weatherboarding painted white. - The nrimary facade, marked by a doubleleaf entry
with six-1ight transom and a row of five 6-over-6 1ight windows on the second story, is
surmounted by a six-sided belfry with ogee-arched louvered openings and hexagonal roof.
Architectural details include pediment-shaped window heads, pilaster corner boards, a

boxed cornice and frieze, and a blind lunette in the building's front gable. The school
sits on wood sills resting on a foundation of coursed rubble.

Interior

The primary entrance opens onto a small anteroom containing to the left an enclosed, L-
shaped stairway to the second floor. A large classroom occupies the remainder of the first
+floor; .with four chamfered supporting posts in the center. Original handmade coatpegs .
are: located on the §tafﬁﬂe]17wa11;?jupstairs;ffwo*claééﬁbbms'OPgh'ohtofthg_1at§fa1T"jfh
hallwdy. " Origiial waihscoting and slateblackbodrdd!remain-ia'd11 vroomd. The-pooms each
contain handcrafted, built-in furniture; a glassed bookcase, cabinet and desk. The bell

in the steeple is rung by a rope hanging in one of the upper rooms. Floors are of narrow
white pine and upstairs walls are plastered and walipapered.

Alterations v ‘ .

A small vestibule was added to the primary facade, obscuring the original entryway, but

has vecently been vemoved. A small porch is plamned te replace it. In 1955, a kitchen

was constructed on the north and in the process five windows were closed and a new interior
doorway cut into the wall. Inside, the upper floors remain as constructed, but the

walls of the first floor have been panelled -and a new ceiling installed. A singleleaf

door was cut in the south Tacade to provide a second exit, and restrooms vere partitioned
in the entryway. Electricity, gas and plumbing were added to the structuve. In January
1980, the north and west sides of the building, which had settled, were raised and the
si11s replaced.

Site . A fo e e e '
The High Hi11 School is situated on a large lot in the center of the small town of High
Hi11, Missouri. A Targe playground area surrounds the buitding.

: Ka , .

Loy

Present status ] - .
The school is structurally sound and in good condition. It is now used as a community
center for the town and a library is being formed which will be Tocated in the first
floor classroom. The playgreund*is~planned-as a’ city parki




8. Significance —

period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

. prehistoric — archeology-prehistoric ____ community ptanning ____landscape architecture____ religion

14001499 ___. archeology-historic - conservation —. law —- sclence

____1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___ economics —__literature _sculpture

T 1600-1699 _X_ architecture _X_ education " ___ military _ . social/

__1700-1799 ____art —..._engineering - music humanitarian

__X1800-1899 ____ comimerce —__exploration/settlement __.._ philosophy —— theater

1800~ — communications — Industry +_» -politics/government  ____ transportation
n oy ° —._ invention ot e a7z other (specify)

Specific dates 1867 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Siél:ﬁ!icér;cel (in‘ t;ne ;.aaragraph}

P N P A T A *
The High Hill School is significant as an example of Greek Revival architecture in
Missouri and as an educational institution serving the citizens of the town of High HiTl
for almost a century. Most of the townspeople received their early education in the
school.

The first building on the site was a girls schoo]Q constructed by popular, subscription, in

1864. ' ‘Shortly.after. its. completion-1n.1866,.it burned to the ground and an elementary

,schooluw%s.planned.to replace, it... The. presentibuilding was completed and:classes.began
in 1867.¢ ... L4 oL A R ST e el = el L0 o e taed 4z

The Greek Revival style structure reflected the era's prevalent taste in public edifaces.
It remains the dominant element in the streetscape of High Hill, its classical .detailing
providing a union of a popular architectural style with the educational and economic

- demands of the small town.

 High Hi1T School was operated ccntinu0u§ly until 1954 when the school was consolidated

under District II of Montgomery County.” In 1955, the choo? district conveyed the
structure to the cigy\of High Hi11, for, the sum of $1600,” which was rajsed by donations
of the townspepple. T ‘ o o
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FOOTNOTES

.r-_]

T. Mrs. Charles Steyens, personal interview with R. Kenneth Stone, April 1980. Mrs,
Steyens {s a former High Hi11 pupil and teacher. :

2. History of St. Charles, Montgomery and Warren Counties (St. Louis, Mo.:' Paul V.
Cochrane, n.d.}, p. 717.

3. Mrs. Ruth Snary, personal interyiew with R. Kenneth Stone, April 1980. Mrs. Smnarr is
a retired Superintendent of :Mantgemery County Schools.

4. Quit Claim Deed, Montgomery County Reorganized School District Number R-IT to the
town of High Hill, Missouri, 28 Novenbey 1955,

(23

. Minutes of the High Hi1l Community Club, Fall of 1955.
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9. Riajor Biblicgraphical References

1. History of St. Charles, Montgoméry and Warren Counties. St. Louis, Mo.: Paul V.
Cochrane, n.d.]}.

2. Minutes of the High Hill Community Club, Fall 1955.
10. Geographical Rata

Acreage of nominatea property _ 1 .05 acres - . _

Quadrangle name _ New Plorence, Mo." Quadrangle scate 1:24,000
UMT Reterences '
Tojlepdoa2 sl (4304320 S T O T T I I T
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Narthing
el bbb b bl igd pt o) b oo bt beg
3 T O T l_J e g Flod Ed o Lo dtadatagld
'S TN N I VI DO N AN B I LR O I O I O S A

Verbal boundary de._,crlpilon arnic fusttflcatlon

Part of the East Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section Thirty-Two (32) Township Forty-
Eight (48), North, Range Pour (4] West bounded as follows, towit: Beginning at the North-
west corner 01’ Lot No. Twentyhthree (23) of the town of High Hill and running thence North

Lisi ali states and counties for properiies overfapping state or couniy houndaries

state code county code

state code counly ccde

1. Fonn Prepared By '

rame/tile 1, dJanice R Camevron, Research Assistant o -
Department of MNatural Resources

organization  Historic Preservation Program ~ ~  date June 26, 1980~

street & number P.0O. Box 176 __ telephone 314/751-4006

city or town - Jefferson City . state M1ssour1 65102

o e van Frf e e oo Fep e AABEY A mps f PRI e e TR
2. DOtate Historic Mrecoarvation Offiasy Cortiifieatl

B e )

The evaluated significance of this property within the stale is:

—— natienal —- State —X-- local

As tho demgnated State Historic Prcbervatuon Omc - for the National Historic Preservaiion Act of 1965 (Public Low 89
6GS), | horeby nominsde this property for inclusion in the National Register and cerlily that it has been evaluated
according o the criteria and procadures get forth by the Heritage Conservation ond Raureation Service,

State Hlstorlc Preservation Offlc:.. ssqmture

) Director, Department of Natural Resources and
fiii‘fmm,ﬁ.‘gqie i storlc Preseryation OFficer .. oo date oo
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United States Department of the Interior g s s
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service For HCRS use only .
National Register of Historic Places received
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3. Quit C]aim_Deéd, Montgomery County Reorganized School District R-II to the town
of High Hill, Missouri, 28 November 1955,

4., Snarr, Mrs. Ruth. Personal interview with R. Kenneth Stone, Apri]11980.

5. Stevens, Mrs. Charles. Personal interview with R. Kenneth Stone, April 1980.

ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 1

16 degrees East 3 chains and 17 links to a rock, thence East 72 degrees South 3 chains
and 29 Tinks, thence South 16 degrees West 3 chains and 12 links to the North boundary
line of High Hill, thence West 72-1/? degrees North 3 chains and 27 links to the place
of beginning and containing one and 5/100 acres.

- ITEM NUMBER 11 PAGE 1

2. R. Kenneth Stone ) April 1980
High Hi11 Community Club ~ 314/585-2539
High Hill Missouri 63350
3. James M. Denny, Section Chief, Nominations-Survey ,
and State Contact Person June 26, 1980
Department of Natural Resources
Historic Preservation Program 314/751-4096
P.0. Bax 176
Jefferson City Missouri 65102
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. Quadrangle
“New Florence, Mo." (1973) -
Scale: 1:24,000 -
High Hi11 School :

UTM Reference: 1 5/640425/4304320“””‘&
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HIGH RILL SCHOOL #1 of 7
High Hill, Missouri

Photographer: Janice R. Cameron
May 21, 1980
Neg. Loc.: Department of Natural Resources
P.0. Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102

General view of primary facade.
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HIGH HILL SCHOOL #5 of 7
High Hi1l, Missouri

Photographer: Janice R. Cameron
May 21, 1980
Neg. Loc.: Department of Natural Resources
P.0. Box ¥76
Jefferson City,M0 65102

View of second floor classroom, showing
built-in, handcrafted cabinet.






HIGH HILL SCHOOL #6 of 7
High Hill,Missouri

Photographer: Janice R. Cameron
May 21, 1980
Neg. Loc.: ODepartment of Natural Resources
P.0. Box 176
Jefferson City, MO 65102

View of second floor classroom on the east,
showing handcrafted bookcase.
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