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_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Waddell House, which 1s located in an old residential neighborhood of Lexinqton, 
Missouri, is a two story residence with a partial basement and red brick walls, now 
painted red. These walls are 14" thick and are laid in coiunon bond on a brick founda 
tion. All exterior trim is pajnted white. The original, gabled section of the house 
Is asymmetrically organized and features decorative elements such as clustered chimney 
pots, scalloped vergeboards with pendants, a spindled stickwork porch with mansard roof 
and cresting and heavy, shaped, segmentally arched and molded lintels of stone and 
plaster over brick, details which are suggestive of many styles and periods of design. 
The roof is presently covered with green asphalt shingles.

This house, with the additions of the north living and utility rooms, measures 
approximately 29'6" along the primary (south) facade and 57'11" along the east and west 
at its extremes (see plan). Hip roofs cap the additions of 1907-1909, and a flat tin 
roof tops that of 1939. No basement was included in the original plan. The present 
basement, which underreaches all parts of the house except the parlor, was excavated 
1n the 1920's. A half story attic rests above the original section of the house. 
In addition to the alterations indicated on the house plan, all fireplaces were bricked 
up in 1911 when heating stoves were added to all of the rooms.

Regular maintenance of the Waddell House has prevented deterioration. Protective 
and supporting elements of the building, as well as the detailing and trim, are 
presently sound. The attic and additions have recently had insulation installed to their 
Interlor walls, a job which necessitated alterations to these areas. The original portion 
of the house, however,-remains as it was with its original wooden doors and window frames, 
trjm and Interior, double .oak floors entact and in very good condition. In addition, all 
framing and foundation.work of the original house survives and is in excellent condition.
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Unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Waddell House in Lexington, Missouri is significant as a property once owned by 
William Bradford Waddell, an outstanding early citizen of this town, and his wife, 
Susan Bryam Waddell. It has continued in the possession of Waddell's family since his 
death in 1872, and many of his descendants have held prominent places in the history of 
the town of Lexington, Missouri. In addition, with its exterior eclectic embellishment 
and its original interior furnishings and decoration from the estate of William Bradford 
Waddell, which have been presented by the family through the years, this vernacular 
brick house has been transformed into one of the finest and most well preserved Victorian 
era homes to survive in Lexington. William Bradford Waddell, who acquired the house in 
trade for stock in the local Baptist Female College in 1869, after the house had served 
as the pastorium for the oldest church in Lexington, the First Baptist Church (founded 
1825), was the third member of the notable pioneering shipping firm of Russell, Majors an •< 
Waddell, outfitters and overland traders to the West and founders of the short-lived 
but legendary Pony Express [Trustees of the First Baptist Church, n.p., Settle, pp. 8- 
12, 136-138 and Sml th , pp. 1(J^251T In addition, Waddell was a, prominent wholesaler and 
retailer, organizer of the Lexington Mutual Fire and Marine. Insurance, Company, organizer 
and trustee of the Female Collegiate Institute (Baptist Female College, founded 1851) 
and trustee of the First Baptist Church [Young, Volume 1, p. 211'].' Waddell made a gift 
of this house to his son, Robert FleldingUaUcfen , and his new bride, Emma, soon after 
its purchase, though it was not officially deeded to Robert until 1882 [Waddell Family 
Records].
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN

THE WADDELL HOUSE 

LEXINGTON, MISSOURI

1307- I9O9 ADDITION 

1939 ADDITION

OUTSIDE BASEMENT 

ENTRANCE

N

DRAWN FROM PLANS BY BRENT ARGO



SECOND FLOOR PLAN

THE WADDELL HOUSE 

LEXINGTON, MISSOURI

1907-1909 ADDITION 

I93D ADDITION

N

DRAWN FROM f'LANS 8Y BRENT ARGO
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SsouTstreet, Lexicon, Lafaye^County,

Mo
Photographer: Noelle Soren

June, 1979
Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 17b, 

Jefferson City, Mo. 65101 
South (primary) facade.





WADDELL HOUSE #2 of 9

1704 South Street, Lexington, Lafayette County,
Mo.

Photographer: Noelle Soren

June, 1979

Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Jefferson City, Mo. 65101
South facade, detail, spindled Eastlakian porch 
tilth Second Empire detailing.





WADDELL HOUSE #3 of 9

1704 South Street, Lexington, Lafayette County,

Mo.

Photographer: Noelle Soren
June, 1979

Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 

Jefferson City, Mo. 65101 

South facade, detail, pierced vergeboard and 

heavy, brick decorated lintel.





WADDELL HOUSE #4 of 9

1704 South Street, Lexington, Lafayette County,

Mo.

Photographer: Noelle Soren

June, 1979

Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Jefferson City, Mo. 65101 
View to northeast, detail of clustered 
chimneys.





WADDELL HOUSE #5 of 9

1704 South Street, Lexington, Lafayette County,

Mo.

Photographer: Noelle Soren

June, 1979

Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Jefferson City, Mo. 65101 
View to southeast showing the west side of the 
addition of 1907-1909 to the rear of the house.





WADDELL HOUSE #6 of 9

1704 South Street, Lexington, Lafayette County,

Mo.
Photographer: Noelle Soren

June, 1979

Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 

Jefferson City, Mo. 65101

View to southwest of addition of 1907-1909 with 

smaller 1939 addition to the left.
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WADDELL HOUSE #7 of 9

1704 South Street, Lexington, Lafayette County,

Mo.

Photographer: Noelle Soren
June, 1979

Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 

Jefferson City, Mo. 65101 

View to north of east side showing join of 

1939 addition to the main house.





WADDELL HOUSE #8 of 9

1704 South Street, Lexington, Lafayette County,

Mo.

Photographer: Noelle Soren
June, 1979

Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 

Jefferson City, Mo. 65101 

Interior, entry hall, view to north. Antiques 

are from the estate of William Bradford 

Waddell.
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Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 

Jefferson City, Mo. 65101

Interior, parlor, view to southeast. Antiques 

are from the estate of William Bradford 

and his family.




