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Location: The Landers Theatre occupies part of Tot 55, block 15 of the original
plat of Springfield, Missouri.

Architects; Designed by Carl Boller of Kansas City, Missouri, in 1905, who
associated for the project with Miller, Opel, and Torbett of Springfield.
Alterations and restoration (after a fire in December, 1920) were designed
in February 1921 by Hickenlively and Mark of Springfield in association with
Carl Boller and Brother.

Construction: Bullt in 1909. The exterior walls of the Landers Theatre are
sotid 17" thick brick. In 1909, similar theaters in St. Louis, Kansas City

and other large Missouri cities were framed in steel and cast iron. The framing
of the Landers, with three exceptions, is entirely of wood. The exceptions are
the Tower chord of the proscenium arch, the front basement framing and the cast
iron round columns supporting the first and second balconies. Landers, the
original owner, was in the retail lumber business, which may explain this un-
usual construction.

The Tlintel for the proscenium opening is a form of low strung truss, or more
accurately, a tied arch. The lower chord of this truss or arch has two twelve
inch (12") twenty-five pound (25#) channels which have a clear span of 36'-0".
The upper chord originally had three 8" bonded rings of brick having a 42'-6"
span for the extrados and an intrados of 36'-0". The rings are 17" thick and
have a 7'9 1/2" rise above the channels. They bear on cast iron skew backs.
These have Tugs which are notched into the top flange of the channels. At
the center of the span, two 1 1/4" steel rods are attached to the rings and
support the two channels. Filler between the channels and the rings is of
brick 12 1/2" thick. In over 51 years in architecture, the undersigned has
never seen or heard of this type of construction before.

The roof trusses, which bear on the east and west walls, are built up of 5
pty 2" x 12" chords and 8" x 10", B" x 8", and 6" x 8" built up diagonal
members - all of full dimension rough lumber. On the plan of the Second
Floor, notice the outriggers for the First Balcony. They are 2" x 6"“s scabbed
onto 2" x 12" joists which support the major part of the Balcony. The curved
beam is built up of 1" x 12"s.

Plan: The building was designed for legitimate theater. The basement extends
the width of the buiiding from the dwarf partition behind the first floor seats,
out to the street curb. This is the only section of the building which is fire
resisting. Men's and Women's toilet rooms are located under the two main
stairways. The remainder of the space is now used for rehearsal rooms and
costuming. The rear section is under the stage area. The elevator, opening

to the lobby, has been walled in. Its Tobby door location can be seen in the
lobby photo, next to the door behind the ticket counter. The Auditorium,
despite its rectangular shape and lack of sound absorbing materials has ex-
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Exterior Design: The two side and the rear elevations are of unadorned red brick.

The Street Facade: The design of this principal elevation shows the influence of
Baroque French Classical architecture of the period of Emperor Napoleon III. The
piers of the first story are of Missouri limestone. Above it, the belt course,
quoins, keystone masks, the four cartouches, cornice and balustraded parapet are
all of terra cotta. Spaces in between are smooth red face brick.” The original
marquee was made of glass and metal and was as thick as the fascia and architrave
of the belt course. It extended to the outer. edges of the two center piers.

Remode Tingt The only exterior change has been the replacement of the marquee.
The present ungainly one was installed about 1921 when the theater became a

motion picture house and a part of the Orpheum chain. The interior has been re-
modelled a number of times. The fire of December 1920 completely destroyed the
stage area. The remainder of the building was saved, except for smoke damage, by
the proscenium fire wall and the asbestos curtain. The fire wall required re-
building, an 8" high brick ring was added to the arch and 7/8" tie rods from the
arch to the channels were added at the quarter points. The orchestra pit was
covered, the proscenium stage indented 7'-7" behind the curtain line. The orchestra
pit was Tocated in this indentation and was behind the curtain when it was closed.
The boxes were raised to their present level - which accounts for the ornamental
panels on the pilasters being at the box railing level. A projection booth was
built on the first balcony. Subsequently the orchestra pit and proscenium stage
were relocated in positions very similar to their original locations. The columns
supporting the balconies were replaced by a 36" beam to support the first balcony
and a 33" beam for the second balcony. The separate entrance and box office for
blacks, were removed. The so called "offices" on the 2nd, 3rd and Appeals Court
on the 4th floor, have been replaced with 1ight housekeeping apartments. Summer
cooling has been installed and the interior of the theater repainted in colors
matching the 1928 renovation.
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the elevation of the stage level boxes to their present positions and removal of
separate access to the second balcony, originally reserved exclusively for blacks.

FOOTNOTES

1. Roy Blunt, "A History of the Landers Theater," {unpublished manuscript,
Southwest Missouri State University, Springfield, Missouri, n.d.), p. 2n.

2. Menno John Marvin Kraai, "The Landers Theatre in Springfield, Missouri, 1909
to 1921," unpublished Master's thesis, Southwest Missouri State University,

Springfield, Missouri, 1971), pp. 1, 10.
3. Ibid., p. 35.

4. Blunt, op. cit., p. 9.
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1. Biunt, Rey. .. diziory of the Landers Theater. Unpublished manuscript, South-
west Missouri Stata University, Springfield, Missouri, n.d..

2. Kraii, Menno John Marvin. "The Landers Theatre in Springfieid, Missouri, 130%

to 1921." Unpublished Master's thesis, Southwest Missouri State University.
Springfield, Missouri, 1977,
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7 Descrintion Coptipyation 2e LANDERS THEATRE: Second Floor
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7. Desc'ption Continuation 2d

LANDERS THEATRE: Third Floor
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