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Portland and Westmoreland places are situated on the west-end of the City 01 
St. Louis, Missouri, adjacent to the northeast corner of Forest Park. The 
places are bounded on the south by a line bisecting the block between West 
moreland Place and Lindell Boulevard from the west line of Kingshighway 
Boulevard to the east line of Union Boulevard. The east boundary is formed 
by the west line of Kingshighway Boulevard from the service alley between 
Westmoreland place and Lindell Boulevard to the service alley between Port 
land Place and Waterman Boulevard. The north boundary is formed by a line 
bisecting the block between Portland Place and Waterman Boulevard from the 
west line of Kingshighway Boulevard to the east line of Union Boulevard. 
The west boundary is formed by the east line of Union Boulevard from the 
midpoint between Westmoreland Place and Lindell Boulevard to the midpoint 
between Portland Place and Waterman Boulevard.   

Portland and Westmoreland places are two parallel streets spanning Kings- 
highway and Union boulevards. Gates are placed at the entrances to each 
place at both the Union and Kingshighway boulevard junctions. The places 
are constructed in double-roadway fashion with a park-strip separating the 
traffic lanes. Both lanes of each place are united at the gates to provide 
a common access. Both streets are bisected at the mid-point by a single- 
lane, perpendicular street, Lake Avenue, which furnishes an outlet to Lin- 
dell Boulevard on the south. The gates to both places are open only at one 
entrance at any given time to prevent the use of these streets by through 
traffic. Lake Avenue dead-ends at Portland Place to protect the privacy of 
the neighborhood. Land-use in Portland Place and Westmoreland Place is ex 
clusively residential.

Although the gates to certain other places in the City of St. Louis have 
been cited for architectural excellence, the entrances to Portland Place 
and Westmoreland Place defy the magnificence of the homes on the two streets 
The Kingshighway entrance to Westmoreland Place consists of a decorative 
wrought-iron gate supported by twin, tower-like guardhouses flanking each 
side of the street. The gate houses are square-plan, brick structures 
having hip-roofs of ceramic tile. These gates are verified to have been 
constructed by the Forest Park Improvement Association at the time of the 
subdivision of the street. The Union Boulevard gates at Westmoreland Place 
consist of a similar iron gate 'supported by twin pillar-like stone struc 
tures connected by a vaulted iron arch for embellishment. There is no pro 
vision for a guard's residence in this gate. The Kingshighway entrance to 
Portland Place is similarly austere and simple. These gates include a tow 
er-like guardhouse of stone situated to the north side of the entrance, with 
a double-hung, wrought-iron gate spanning the roadway. A stone pillar sup 
ports the gate at the south edge of the entrance. The Union Boulevard 
gates at Portland Place are also austere and functional, and do not provide 
a residence for a gate-keeper.

There are 94 homes included within the boundaries of Portland and Westmore 
land places, constructed between approximately 1890 and 1960. The archi 

tectural diversity is of a very wide range, and few homes exhibit a purity
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SIGNIFICANCE
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Q 15th Century

ropriate)

D 16th Century 

D 17th Century

D 18th Century 

[Xl 19th Century

D 20th Century

Abor al

Q Prehistor, 

D Historic 

Q Agricurture 

(X) Architectura 

Q Art 
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CH Communicat 
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Q Education 

Q Engineerins 

Q Industry 
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Q Landscape 

 Architect 

n Literature 

Q Military 

D Music

Q Political

O Religion/Phi.

 losophy 

n Science 

D Sculpture 

Q Social/Humon-

G Theater

1XJ Urban Plai 

D Other (Sf:

O

I-

Portland and Westmoreland places contain various examples of the finest 
late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century domestic architecture in the 
City of St. Louis. In addition, the streets are Jhe most intact of sever 
al private "places" which were established in the:'i»ity of St. Louis to 
provide wealthy urbanites an exclusive and secluded address in the midst 
of an urban environment, during an era in which transportation was inade 
quate to accommodate extensive suburban living. As originally planned, 
these "places" were to remain under the private control of the various 
neighborhood associations and maintenance was to be contracted rather than 
provided by the city. In most "places," access to the private streets was 
restricted to residents and guests by means of a constantly guarded gate. 
Deliveries and services were provided through the rear alleys. The con 
cept of private street "places" commenced in St. Louis with the establish 
ment of Benton Place, adjacent to Lafayette Park, in 1867.' (Benton Place 
is a portion of the Lafayette Square Historic District, a National Regis 
ter property). Portland and Westmoreland places, established in 1888, 
were two of the last inner-city "places" to be built in St. Louis. The 
construction of the fashionable "places" in a progressively westward dir 
ection to the city limits between 1867 and 1900 furthermore suggests the 
steady mobility of St. Louis" moneyed aristocracy toward less-developed 
areas of the city. Coincidentally, improved streetcar lines and city 
boulevards facilitated circulation between the west-end and the downtown 
commercial district, and rendered commuting practical by 1900. Indeed it 
may be hypothesized that following the development of Portland and West 
moreland places, the demand for exclusive residential streets in the inner 
city had somewhat diminished as the wealthy began to move into suburbaniz- 
ing St. Louis County.

One urban historian has described the St. Louis "places" as a modular in 
gredient peculiarly characteristic to St. Louis and giving a distinctive 
quality to the plan and form of the city. 2 Architecturally, the houses 
that were built on Portland and Westmoreland places represent the financia' 
abilities of the residents and the prevailing eclectic tastes of the late- 
Victorian era. There is, furthermore, a certain unanimity of style bet 
ween the exclusive homes on the "places" and their more modest counterpart: 
on adjacent public streets. But, although the style and form exhibit a 
certain agreement, the magnitude and opulence of homes on the "places" 
.provides a very distinct and unique quality to these structures. The
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