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DESC % BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGCE

This coursed, rubble, limestone masonry residence was built by Nathan
Boone and Daniel Boone, his father, ca., 1820. It is a 46' x 26'
rectangular-plan, symmetrical, five-bay, center hall house. It has

a full basement, opening at grade on the rear facade, two stories and an
attic. A three-story gallery spans the rear facade adding six feet to the
depth of the house. The building 1s oriented to face 50° east of north,
The house was restored in the late 1920's and repaired in the 1960's, fol-

The openings are regular in a symmetrical, five-bay pattern om the
northeast {(front) facade, but slightly irregular on the southwest facade.
Windows have stone jack arch lintels with keystones, and they have non-
original, 12-over-8-light, double-hung sash. The attic and basement

each have four-light casement windows, one to either side of the chimmeys,
on the gable ends. The three dormers on the rear slope of the roof,

each have a six-light casement window, At the basement level, four

pairs of non-original, French doors open onto the rear porch. The main
entrance has a non—original, classic-~style frame.

Six, small openings are approximately evenly spaced at the same level from
the ground-—26 inches—~across the northeast facade., These holes have been
referred to as "gun ports.™l

The macching stone chimneys are centered on the gable end walls and
contained within the mass of the structure, giving flush exterior wall
surfaces. A belt course surrounds the upper part of both chimneys.

Taie present roof is asphalt shingle,

!  The interior space is divided similarly on each of the four levels of the
| house into three major areas, a central hallway with a single large room
to either side, averaging 16' x 24', except in the attic, where the rooms
are 24" x 14 1/2' and 14 1/2' x 14", This pattern is broken on the north=-
west side of the house in the basement and first story levels where a tri-
angular-plan, masonry pier protrudes inte the space dividing it into two
rooms on the first floor and making a large cooking fireplace in the
basement kitchen below.

Each room on the first and second floors has a fireplace with an early
nineteenth century type, walnut mantle, Interior wood fimish 1is dark
walnut, used in doorway frames, window frames and paneled reveals, doors,
baseboards, chair-rails and built-in cabinets.

The walls are plastered and painted white.

lowing a fire., It is presently a historic house museum open to the public.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The "Daniel Boone Home," historically known as the Nathan Boone House,
is primarily significant as an early, Missouri residence associated with
the famous Boone family, It dates from the period of initial settlement
in Missouri. The house is an excellent Missouri example of early
nineteenth century stone masonry construction in a design inspired by the

eastern Federal style. Tax records confirm the existance of the house by
the early 1820's,l Boone family records cite 1803-1811 as the period

of construction,

The house has similarities in design and construction to the home of
George Boone, TIY, grandfather of Daniel Boone, This house, constructed
in 1733, is located at Limekiln, Pennsylvania.

Daniel Boone (1734-1820) is one of the most famous figures on the

American Frontier. Daniel and his wife did not build a pernament home

of their own in Missouri, but lived with several of their children in the
St. Charles area during the last 20 years of their lives. 1In 1806, in
making a claim for land, Daniel testified that he had lived with his son
Daniel M, Boome until ca, 1804 '"when he moved to a younger son's, '
Nathan Boone, where he [then lived}."® Don Carles D. Delassus, Lieutenant
Governor of the Missouri Territory, appointed Daniel Boone commandant of
the Femme Osage district, July 11, 1800.> Tt is said that while serving
in this capacity, Daniel held court in fair weather under the large elm
tree in the yard near the house,

Nathan Boone (1780-1856) was the third son and the youngest of Daniel
and Rebecca Bryan Boone's ten children. Dr. B. B. Lightfoot, Chairman
of the History Department, Southwest Missouri State College, Springfield,
and a member of the Advisory Council on Historic Sites and Buildings to
the Missouri State Park Board, has provided the following commentary on
the life of Nathan:6

+ + o Nathan Boone was a local worthy of considerable significancq
in the westward movement, . . . as Daniel Boome contributed to thg
opening of Kentucky and Missouri, Nathan pushed to the western
edge of Missouri, and helped prepare the way for American
occupation in Oklahoma, Towa, Arkansas, and Texas. Coming to
Missouri in 1800, Nathan Boone first settled on the Femme Osage,
near St. Charles, he trapped and made salt (Boone's Lick) in

|
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"BOONE, DANIEL, HOME"

CONSTRUCTION CHRONOLOGY AND ALTERATIONS

The house appears to have been built as a unit. Two recent events comprise
major alterations:

1} During the ownership of Col. Francis M. Curlee, 1925-1958, the house
was extensively remodeled under the direction of Beverly Nelson, a St.
Louis architect,

2) A serious fire in 1960 did much damage to valuable historic evidence
and led to repairs apparently made without adequate recording or
professional advice. This fire destroyed the original roof structure
and the attic and did some damage to the second story.

Exterior alterations include:

1} A rumored change in the orientation of the house from facing southwest
to facing northeast, i.e. making the former rear facade, the primary
facade,

) 2) Addition of the rear porch, and subsequent remodelings of the porch.

3) Removal of a nmon-original, east side wing,

4) Several front (northeast) porches have been built and removed.3

5) Conversion of the central, front, second story door to a window.

6} Replacement of the window frames and lights several times in the history
of the house.

7} Several resurfacings of the roof,

Interior alterations include:

1) Reconstruction of the attic after the 1960 fire,
2) Possible additions and alterations to woodwork and built-in cabinets.

3) Reconstruction of the basement-to-first story stairway,

4) Reconstruction of the second-story-to-attic stairway.

GPy e21.724
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7. #2
"BOONE, DANIEL, HOME"

CONDITION

The house is in very good condition and it is well maintained by the
present owner. Areas in need of attention include:

1) 01d settling or shifting of the walls has caused bulges which need
watching. They are stable at present.

2) Masonry joints are generally tight, but the northwest and southeast
walls have small cracks needing pointing.

3} TFloors and joists of the first floor are structurally sound although at
one location in the basement some evidence of prior termite damage was
noted. Due to shifting of the stone walls, the tenons of some joists
have partially pulled out of the mortices. Future reinforcement may
be needed.

4) The rear porch needs scraping and painting. The owner is planning to
do this work.

SITE

With the possible exception of the barn, the present outbuildings are not
original. The house is approximately 1500 feet northeast of Femme Osage
Creek. A large, old elm tree stands in the northwest yard, near the house.
Landscaping, including stone walls and drives appears to reflect the
1920's and subsequent projects,

_ - - -— - —_ - —_ -_ - - -— - - - - — _— -—

This description is based, in part, om the Architectural Consultant Field
Report of Architect Richard L. Bliss, A, I. A,, September 17, 1971. The
report, contracted by the Missouri State Park Board and on file at its
central office, contains a great deal more information relating to the
structural features, chronology and conditiom.

FOOTNOTES
1. "The Daniel Boone Home," brochure, n.d.

2, Glen Goellner, "The Saga of a Man and a House" (St. Charles, Missouri:
Daniel Boone Shrine Association, Inc., n.d.), p. 9,

3, Two old views showing two different front porches are on file at the
State Historical Society of Missouri, ref. St. Charles County, photo
file, Nathan Boone House. One photograph was copied from The
Kansas City Star, October 25, 1925.

]
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"BOONE, DANIEL, HOME"

Howard Coﬁnty, aided in William Clark's negotiation of the Osage
Treaty of 1808, and during the War of 1812 served in the militia on
the Missouri and Illinois frontiers, rising to the rank of major.

In 1820 he was a member of the convention which wrote the first
constitution of the state of Missouri., He was employed as a surveyor
by the federal government, and worked extensively in the Iowa-Missouri
border areas. An Iowa county is named for him. TIn 1832 he again
became involved with the military, serving as Captain of the '"Mounted
Rangers'" in the Black Hawk War. For the next twenty years, Boone
remained in the military service, He was a Captain in the First
Dragoons, the first regular regiment of cavalry organized in the U. S,
Army, and rose to the rank of Lt. Colonel in the Second Dragoons
prior to his retirement in 1853. His service took him across the
plains, on expeditions to lay out military roads and posts, on
marches to impress the Indians, and to duty in most of the army posts
on the western frontier. He served with Dodge and Kearmey, Taylor and
Arbuckle, patrolled the border, and guarded trains on the Santa Fe
Trail. He was involved in the efforts to reconcile the 01d Settlers
among the Cherokee with the Eastern Cherokee in Oklahoma and led
several efforts to negotlate treaties with the Comanche, Kiowa, and
other plains tribes. He was most certainly a prominent figure in

the early affairs of Iowa and Oklzhoma, where his work was on the
wildest fromtiers, But as that frontier had passed through Missouri
there is little association of his name with this state after he
entered the military. . . .

In 1837 Nathan Boone was forced to sell his home and land in the Femme Osage
Valley to pay a debt contracted while serving as a bondsman for a county -
official who absconded with county funds./ At that time he and his family '
moved to Greene County and built one of the first homesteads in socuthwest
Missouri. This homestead, located near Ash Grove ig listed on the National
Register of Historic Places as number 69-07-24[29]1-0044,

Although the original outbuildings, with the possible exception of the
barn west of the house, have been destroyed, archaeological investigation
could possibly yield valuable additional information about the site, its
former outbuildings and the log house8 inhabited by the family during the
long construction pericd of the stone house,

This site is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places
because of its importance as a well preserved example of residential
architecture dating fr: “issouri's territorial period, constructed by
Daniel Boone and his almost equally prominent son, Nathan Boone.

GPuU 921.724
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FOOTNOTES

L. St. Charles County Tax Records, 1823. Missouri Historical Society,
3t. Louis, Missouri. This approximate date of comnstruction is
further substantiated by information in the Lyman C. Draper
Manuscript, based on an interview with Nathan Boone, 1851, pp. 243,
268. (Copy on file at the Western Historical Manuscripts Collection,
State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri. Collection
1212.)

2, Correspondence between. W, S. Bryan (1846~1940) and Col. Ben L.
Emmons, August 14, 1934, A copy of the correspondence is on file
at the State Historical Survey and Planning Office. Bryan was a
grandson of Jonathan Bryan (1759-1846) who was one of the six
children of James Bryan, uncle of Rebecca Bryan Boone. Members of this
family were the Boone's neighbors in the Femme Osage Valley.

3. Based on correspondence between Mrs. John A. Beard, Limekiln, Pa.,
(with husband, then owners of the Boone ancestral home), and Mrs.
James R, Spraker, author of The Boone Family (Rutland, Vermont:

The Tuttle Company, 1922), ca. mid 1940's. Photographs of the house
at Limekiln, Pa., by Mrs. A. Ray (Lilian Hays) Oliver, May, 1953.
Copies of letter and photographs are on file at the State Historical
Survey and Planning Office.

4, "Public Lands," American State Papers, (Washington, D. C., 1834),
Vol. II, p. 396. Testimony taken February 13, 1806,
5. Thid.
6. Correspondence between Dr. B. B. Lightfbot and Dr, Richard S. Brownlee,

Director, State Historical Society of Missouri, December, 1963. A
copy of this letter is on file at the State Historical Survey and
Planning Office.

7. Lilian Hays Oliver, Some Boone Descendants and Kindred of the St.
Charles District (n.p.: Chedwato Service, 1964), p. 44.

3. Draper manuscript, 1851, p. 243.
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Boone, George, ILI. Photographs of home at Limekiln, Pemnsylvania.
Mrs. A. Ray (Lilian Hays) Oliver, photographer, May, 1953.

Boone, Nathan, house. Two old views, State Historical Society of
Missouri, ref. S§t. Charles County, photo file.

Bryan, W. S. Correspondence with Col. Ben L. Emmons;:August 14, 1934.
A copy of the correspondence is on file at the State Historical
Survey and Planning Office. '

"The Daniel Boone Home.'" Brochure, n. d.

Draper, Lyman C. Manuscript based on interview with Nathan Boone,
1851. Copy on file at the Western Historical Manuscripts Collection,
State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia, Misscuri. Collection
1212,

Goellner, Glen. '"The Saga of a Man and a House." 8t. Charles,
Missouri: Daniel Boone Shrine Association,, Inc., n.d.

Lightfoot, B. B. Ph, D. Correspondence with Richard S. Brownlee,
Ph. D., Director, State Historical Society of Missouri, December,
1963.

Oliver, Lilian Hays. Some Boone Descendants and Kindred of the St.
Charles District. N. p.: Chedwato Service, 1964.

"Public Lands," American State Papers, Washington, D. C., 1834.
Vol. II, p. 396,

St. Charles County tax fecords, 1823. Missouri Historical Scciety,
St. Louis, Missouri.

Spraker, Mrs. James R. The Boone Family. Rutland, Vermont: The
Tuttle Company, 1922,

OTHER PERTINENT SOURCES

Boone, Col. Daniel. Obituary. Missouri Gazette & Public Advertiser
[st. Louis, Missouri], October 4, 1820, p. 3.

Bryan, William S. '"Daniel Boone in Missouri," Missouri Historical

Review, Columbia, Missouri: The State Historical Society of Missouri,
Vol. 4, No. 1, October, 1907.-
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3. Emmons, Col, Ben L, Correspondence with Floyd C. Shoemaker,
June 5, 1926. On file at the Western Historical Manuscripts ,
Collection, State Historical Scciety of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri.
Collectionm 995, Vol. I, Item 16.

4. Graham, Charles W. "Presenting Long-Hidden History of Nathan
Boone's Life," Kansas City Star, July 21, 1946.

5. Houck, Louis. A History of Missouri,From the Earliest Explorations
and Settlements Until the Admission of the State into the Union.
Chicago: R. R. Donnelley and Sons Co., 1908. Vol. III.

6. Shoemaker, Floyd Calvin. Missouri and Missourians. Chicago: The
Lewis Publishing Company, 1943, 5 vols.
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2. North arrow.
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION ETC

Looking west, view of the southeast gable end wall (left) and
northeast (primary) facade (right). One gunport is visible
between the entrance and the next, first story window to the
right. ‘
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DESCRIDE VIEW DIRECTION ETC

second story levels.

Looking north, rear view showing the three-story porch span-
ning the southwest (rear) wall. There is a curious disagree-
ment in bay module between the basement and the first and
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, DIRECTION, ETC.

Central hall, first story, from rear door looking northeast
toward the present main entrance,







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE .
NATICNAL PARK SERVICE Missourdl
CQUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES St. Charles
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
vy (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SNTRY NUMBER DAaTE
< [ENAME. o S
o COMMON; "Boone Daniel, Home"
-_— AND/OR HISTORIC: Boone, Nathan H
= 2. LOCATION s
U STREET AND NUMEBER:
Eighway F
: CITY OR TOWN:
o Defiance
- STATE: CODE [COUNTY: COCE
o Missouri 63341 29 St. Charles 103
—~ [ _PHOTO REFERENGE . T
_ FMOTO CRED!T: Martha L. Ku51ak
pate oF paoTo:  July 30, 1969
L NEGATIVE FILED A7: Mlssourl State Park Board, P. O. Box 176 1204 Jefferson
w Bulldlng, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
- E{;]DENTMCA‘HON Ny . -

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION ETC.

Interior view of first story, primary parlor at southeast end
of house, looking east. Walnut woodwork is used throughout
the first and second stories.







