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CESCRIBE THE PRESEHNT AND ORIGINAL (i known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Soulard Neighborhood Historic District in the City of St. Louis,
Missouri, is bounded on the east by the west line of Seventh
Boulevard from the southwest corner of Carroll Street to the north-
west corner of Lynch Street. The south boundary is formed by the
north Tline of Lynch Street from the northwest corner of Seventh
Boulevard to the northeast corner of Twelfth Street. The west
boundary is formed by the east line of Twelfth Street from the
northeast corner of Lynch Street to the southeast edge of the
Interstate 44/55 right-of-way, thence north along the right-of-way
boundary to the intersection of Carroll Street.

The Soulard neighborhood is relatively isolated from the remainder
of St. Louis by major trafficways on three perimeters and the large
Anheuser-Busch Brewery on the south border. Historically, Soulard
has been considered somewhat removed from the downtown area, at
first by the natural barrier of Mill Creek, and later by the ex-
tensive railroad development which occurred in the Mill Creek Valley.
The Soulard neighborhood has always been removed from the river-
front as well. The section east of Soulard, across Seventh Boule-
vard, was once quite similar to Soulard until rapid industrial
development about 1900 began to alter the character of the neighbor-
hood creating a barrier between Soulard and the Mississippi River.
Twelfth Boulevard has also historically served as a western boundary
of the Soulard community since it is a wide artery which has carried
a substantial volume of traffic. Neighborhoods west of Twelfth
Street were built primarily after Soulard had been substantially
developed. Today, the Interstate highway right-of-way at the
northwestern periphery of the neighborhood effectively separates
Soulard from downtown St. Louis, and the industrial belt along
Chouteau Avenue reinforces this boundary.

Although census tracts are not coincidental with neighborhood bor-
ders, there is sufficient overlap to pemit generalizations about
the Soulard area from census data. According to information com-
piled by Washington University Social Science Institute ("Soulard
area...Adaptations by White Urban Families to Poverty"), 88% of
the hous1ng units in a certain tract comprising most of Soulard
were constructed prior to 1919. One-to-four family structures
accounts for 93% of residential dwellings in the area. Buildings
in Soulard are primarily on one and two story construction, and
narrow lot-frontages encouraged building several structures in a
small area. The population density of the Soulard neighborhood
was cited in 1964 to be 120.1+ per residential acre. A typical
residential buiiding in Soulard has three or four apartment units.
The two front rooms of such dwellings usually represent the 0r1gina1
1iving quarters and kitchen or additional sleeping rooms are in
many cases adapted from galleries or1g1na]1y appended to the rear
of the buildings.
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A particular placement of dwelling units, which combines row, alley,
and freestanding houses, differentiates Soulard from most St. Louis
neighborhoods. Row buildings in the neighborhood generally have
exterior entrances, and passage from front to rear is through a
"gangway" extending through the width of the building. Stairs lead-
ing to rear entrances extend from the passageways and street access
to the alley houses is frequently provided in this manner. The
individual building lots are usually no wider than the houses them-
selves and most structures are situated adjacent to the sidewalk.

Here, on the original South Side, one realizes that

St. Louis is an old city and that it is curiously a
European city...the walls of the houses come straight
down against the sidewalk so that one can walk along
the street and look into all the living room windows...
A1l the houses are little two-story affairs, mostly of
brick...It is a very old worldcity, in its orderly
security. (Douglas, St. Louis Church Survey, 1924, 232)

The spatial distribution of structures in the Soulard neighborhood
has influenced social relationships among the residents. Because
of greater space in the rear alleys, most neighbors congregate in
rear lots to socialize, and communication from house to house is
more readily accessible through the alley than across the street.
Major neighborhood institutions, including churches, schools, and
places of employment, have also served as points of contact for :
residents of Soulard. A variety of churches and social clubs also
contributed to social diversity within the community.

o sy

Interspersed among the dwellings are certain light industries and
service facilities. The Soulard Market, at the northeast corner

of the neighborhood, also generates much activity especially on

the weekends. There are also many taverns, small grocery stores,
and a myriad of laundromats, auto repair shops, filling stations
and second-hand stores. The number of taverns reflects the ethnic
antecedents of the neighborhood since many establishments are oper-
ated by descendents of immigrants to Soulard. The taverns today are
also an essential component of the social 1ife of the neighborhood
and in many instances, bars and food stores are places of frequent
and regular meetings among neighbors.

GPU 921.724
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Several architectural styles are represented among the nineteenth-
century residential, commercial, and religious structures in the
Soulard Neighborhood Historic District. Because of the interspersion
of stores and businesses among the dwellings, there is no "business
district" in Soulard-except along arterial roads. Instead, homes,
churches, sciicols, factories and service enterprises occur at ran-
dom throughout the neighborhood, especialiy on corner Tots. There
are at least four dwelling types in Soulard: a) the row house,

b} the "half-flounder" house, c¢) free-standing, two-or-three story
brick dwellings, and, d) the alley house. Varieties and adapta- _
tions of these basic types occur frequently. Especially noteworthy
are the numerous mansard roofs, the prolific use of wrought and

cast iron work on many older buildings, and the occasional use of
towers on corner structures. The most important churches in the
Soulard neighborhood include St. Peter and Paul (1919 S, 7th},

Holy Trinity Slovak (1804 S. 9th), St. Joseph Croatian (2112 S. 12th),
and Trinity Lutheran (812 Soulard). The most significant commercial
structure, of course, is the Soulard Market. Other business
buildings with above-story residences predominate on corner lots.

Significant examples of row houses in Soulard occur at various lo-
cations, but especially noteworthy is a row at mid-block on the

west side of Eighth Street, between Lafayette Avenue and Soulard
Street. This row includes four, two-story, two-bay brick dwellings
flanked on either side by larger mansard-roof townhouses. These
row structures are separated from one another by interior brick walls
and access from front to rear is through a central gangway bisecting
the row. Entranceways to each individual unit are contained within
the front facade. The low-gable roof is pierced by four equidis-
tantly spaced attic dormers which are positioned at mid-point over
each dwelling within the row. Chimney and parapet gables occur at
either end of the row, and a similar reinforcing gable wall protrudes
through the roof at the middle of the row. The front facades are
relatively unembellished, suggesting an early construction of this
row. The flat stone lintels above door and window openings, the
application of rectangular four-over-four light, double-hung sash
windows, and the symmetrical plan of the row also indicate the
buildings were erected in a pre-Victorian era. A similar row occurs
at 1925 S. Ninth Street, and is thought to date from the 1820's.

- o AT .
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The so-called "half-flounder" houses occur regularly in the Sou-
lard neighborhood, and were constructed to appear unfinished to
reduce the property tax assessment. A particularly illustrative
example of the "half-flounder" house is located at 1812 S. Ninth
Street. This dwelling, a four-bay brick design, is characteris-
tic of the "half-flounder" style in the use of a rear-to-front
sloping haif-gable roof which suggests that the home was intended
to be twice the actual size. The "unfinished" appearance was
supposedly to elude the tax assessor. The particular building

at 1812 S. Ninth Street is finished primarily on the front facade.
The main entrance on the first floor is situated in the south bay,
and a similar doorway to a second floor balcony is located in

the adjacent bay. The wrought iron railings on the balcony are
especially noteworthy since similar ironwork occurs frequently

on various structures in Soulard. With the exception of a brick
corbelling, the facade is relatively unembellished. Double-hung,
six-over-six light, sash windows with flat stone sills are used
throughout. The foundation of this building is probably cut stone,
but it has been covered in Tater years with a concrete facing.
Like the row dwelling, this "half-flounder” design is also a pre-
Victorian style and is one of the earlier modes present in the
Soulard neighborhood.

The free-standing dwellings are probably the most numerous type in
the Soulard area, and occur especially in more southern and western
sections of the community. Significantly, the construction of these
larger and more opulent homes near the Brewery suggests that these !
dweliings were the residences of more affluent persons,many of whom
were employees of Anheuser-Busch. An examination of St. Louis census
tracts from 1850 to 1880 indicates that the larger homes were pri-
marily occupied by Germans. The free-standing homes are almost too
numerous and diverse to characterize, but generally they are two or
three story, four-bay, townhouses of brick construction., The man-
sard roof is used on many structures indicating a relatively late
construction date in comparison to the row or half-flounder designs.
In cases where several free-standing homes are constructed in a row,
passage from front to rear is provided through a gangway which
occupies an end bay. Entranceways are located in another bay. These
homes today are generally the best maintained structures in Soulard.

GrO 92%1.72a
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Alley houses are not particularly common in Soulard but occur with
sufficient frequency to deserve mention. The alley houses have
usually been cited in various housing surveys to be the least desira-
ble dwelling type in Soulard because of the poor Tighting and sani-
tation in the alleyway. Consequently, although the buildings are
mostly brick, they afe quite modest in design and were constructed

to provide inexpensive and efficient residence for poorer families,
The alley houses are usually small structures, -and many were re-
moved in later years from automobile parking. Other alley houses
have been converted to garages. Although few alley houses remain

in Soulard, some examples occur in the west alley behind Ninth Street,
north of Geyer Avenue,

There are a variety of commercial buildings in the Soulard neighbor-
hood, but the most prolific type are corner business buildings

with residence above, The first floor usually includes one or two
large rooms with commercial fronts. In many instances, access to
the business level is provided by a doorway placed diagonally across
the corner of the building adjacent to the streets. In addition it
appears also that many corner residential buildings in Soulard have
subsequently been modified for businesses, and alterations in win-
dows and doorways have been made accordingly. Almost without ex-
ception, businesses in the Soulard neighborhood are today located

at streetcorners, and many corner cottages or townhouses appear to
have been converted from commercial use. The Soulard Market is the
most significant business in the neighborhood. An earlier Soulard
Market building was destroyed in the tornado of May, 1896, and for
several years thereafter the market operated in a variety of temp-
orary quarters at the present location between Seventh, Ninth, Car-
roll, and Lafayette avenues. The current Soulard Market building
was constructed by the City of St. Louis in 1928-29 and is a large
structure of Ttalianate design. The central portion contains a
gymnasium and a community center, and market activities are conducted
primarily in the Tong flanking wings.

Churches have historically been very important to Soulard residents,
especially since many of the European ethnic groups included numerous
devout adherents to various national denominations of Roman Catholi-
cism. The nationalization of the Church which had been oc¢curing in
Eurgpe for centuries was reflected in the proliferation of old-country
churches in Soulard. Although undoubtedly smaller churches were

built in greater abundance, several national congregations erected
large churches on the near-south side, and in-Soulard in particular.
Holy Trinity Slovak Church is a large red-brick Gothic structure
Tocated on the east side of Ninth Street, south of the Soulard Mar-

GPU 921.724
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ket. Holy Trinity Slovak is a Czech national church whose early
parishoners originally worshiped at the Bohemian parish of St. John
Nepomuk, Tocated immediately northwest of the Soulard neighborhood.
The STovak Catholic immigrants in Soulard affiliated with the
Bohemians until the former national congregation became sufficiently
large to erect an independent chapel in their community. The Slovak
Church, constructed about 1900, contains a central vestibule flanked
by a spired square belfry on the north and a similar tower on the
south. The Church of St. Peter and Paul, on the northeast corner of
Eighth and Allen streets, is a large structure which occupies nearly
a quarter block. This church is constructed of cut limestone.
Quoins and fenestration are of a darker stone which provides an
unusual contrast in color and texture with the limestone. St. Peter
and Paul is a German Catholic Church constructed in the last quarter
of the nineteenth century. The relatively opulent size, design, and
embellishment of the church reflect the greater affluence of the
congregation, most of whom were German residents of the Soulard neigh-
borhood. St. Joseph's Croatian Church, near the southeast corner of
Twelfth and Russell, is a relatively austere three-bay brick struc-
ture having a gable roof paralleling the long axis of the structure.
Front entrances are provided in the middle of each bay, and two pair
of rounded-arch windows are situated above one another over each
doorway. A rectangular belfry of later design and construction is
appended to the northwest corner of the church and a large meeting
hall and school is located in the street corner. The fourth major
church in the Soulard community is Trinity Lutheran, on Soulard
Street. Constructed in 1896, Trinity Lutheran Church also operated
a parochial school on the premises. Trinity Lutheran is a brick
church constructed in a Romanesque-Gothic style of architecture upon
a regular ashlar foundation of cut stone. The structure js dominated
by a central belfry steepie high above the entrance, and access to the
vestibule is provided by an arched doorway situated in the central
bay. A large crucifix appears above the entranceway.

Due to the expanse of the Soulard Neighborhood Historic District, it
is impractical to describe each individual building in the community.
The volume of structuresis such that only generalizations concerning
predominate modes are possible. A study of structural conditions is
planned by the Soulard Neighborhood Asscociation and the St. Louis City
Plan Commission to evaluate all buildings and to isolate blighted
structures for demolition. Prior to completion of that survey, it
will not be possible to assess the soundness of individual structures.
It appears, however, that a great many buildings are in need of super-
ficial repair, but are rehabilitable. With proper maintenance many
buildings will continue to provide suitable living for residents of
the Soulard community.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Soulard neighborhood, in St. Louis, Missouri, is significant
as the earliest surviving residential neighborhood in the city,
and represents an area which received many of St. Louis' first
immigrants. Throughout the Tong history of the Soulard neighbor-
hood, two constants may be cobserved; the essentially working-class
economic status of most residents, and the predominance of various
ethnic traditions and {nstitutions in the neighborhood. Soulard
was actually never a "neighborhood" in a sociological definition,
since at no time did the area display a homogeneity of cultural
values or institutional and Tinguistic traditions. Soulard is
instead a composition of neighborhoods whose boundaries have been
determined historically by the various ethnic groups who brought
their native cultures to the near-south side. The Soulard neigh-
borhood was somewhat segregated because of the existence of Ger-
man, Czech, Polish, Ukranian, Croatian and other small sub-ghettos
in the community. But as perceived from other areas of St, Louis,
Soulard represents a monolithic neighborhood of working-class
ethnic peoples. In actuality, the "outside view" of Soulard was
partially correct in assuming the neighborhood to be an entity.
Regardless of friction, hostility, or ambivalence among ethnic

_ grou$s, the relatively similar architecture of Soulard, the en~
circlement of the region by major thoroughfares, and the uniform
material status of most residents provided crediblity to the
perspective of a stable neighborhood.

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

BV D

Soulard, of course, was not the only neighborhood in St. Louis to
receive European immigrants during the nineteenth century. Other
area, notably Carondelet, Baden, Bremen, the Mi1l Creek valley,
and certain section of the riverf;ont were also ethnic neighbor-
hoods by the turn-of-the-century.! But most of the other early
ethnic communities in St. Louis have been subsequently destroyed
or have been redeveloped in such a manner as to obliterate the -
former ghetto. Most notably, the riverfront district was demolished
in the 1950's to provide for the Gateway Arch, and the Mill Creek
valley was demolished in the 1960's for urban renewal. In con-
trast, Soulard remains quite intact from the period of immigration
and there have been relatively few recent intrusions in the
neighborhood, except for Interstate 55.
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European immigration to St. Louis was significant during the nine-
teenth century, and the influx of foreigners afforded a certain
cosmopolitanity to St. Louis which is lacking in many other midwest-
ern cities. As St. Louis developed, first as a river port and later
as a rail center, jmmigrants came to the city from ports-of-entry

to take advantage of an expanding industrial Tabor market. The
influence of ethnic cultures upon St. Louis has been substantial, as
evidenced by the worid-famous breweries, the cathedrals, the various
nationalistic churches, and the many schoois, temples, and businesses
begun by St. Louis' immigrants. Prior to the national quota system
enacted in the 1920's, St. Louis ethnic composition was as diverse
as most eastern cities, and as many different groups were present

in St. Louis as in Chicago, Philadelphia, or Boston.2 St. Louis,
1ike eastern manufacturing centers, also developed several immigrant
communities. The ¢ity had a "Bohemian Hil1l1", an "Italfan Hil11",
"Frenchtown","Little Israel”, and a German "South St. Louis" by 1900.
Many other national groups were represented in smaller proportions.
However, most of the twentieth-century ethnic communities were es-
tablished several years after the group had come to St. Louis, and
many foreign nationals became home owners in these newer and larger
sections. But an initial period of tenancy in an old downtown neigh-
borhood was a common experience for all groups. Soulard is the only
such neighborhood surviving in St. Louis today.

The Soulard neighborhood was settled by Frenchmen and Americans short-

1y after the establishment of the City of St. Louis in 1764, Antoine
Soulard, a descendent of a noble family exiled from France, journeyed
to St. Louis before 1770. Sometime prior to 1780, Antoine Soulard
established a fruif farm near the vicinity of present Park and Chou-
teau avenues. FolTOwing Soulard's death in 1825, his wife, Julia
Cerré Soulard, combined the Soulard estate with her own family hold-
ings which covered a larger area from present Park Avenue to Caron-
delet. Between 1836 and 1841, the Soulard-Cerré estate was subdivided
among the three Soulard children, James, Henry and Benjamin. Upon
her death Julia Cerré Soulard willed her title to blocks 71 and 74

to the City of St. Louis for the creation of a permanent marketplace.

The Soulard neighborhood was Tocated on the old St. Louis common fields
south of the early village of St. Louis, and was bounded on the east
by Broadway. Following an act of the Missouri General Assembly in
1835, the commons were subdivided into individual homesteads and in
1841 the southwestern city Timit was moved from Seventh and Rutger
Street to a point twenty blockssouth and seven blocks west.4 The

city Timits of 1841 included all of the present Soulard neighborhood,

GPOU 921.724
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and Julia Cerré Soulard's marketplace came to be situated in the
center of the newly-annexed tract, At least nine subdivisions were
platted from the Soulard estate between 1838 and 1869. It may be
assumed, therefore, that residential and commercial development of
the Soulard area commenced at some time after 1838, and that the
neighborhood was probably fully developed upon completion of Thomas
Allen's addition about 1869.

The Soulard neighborhood began to assume the qualities of an ethnic
ghetto after the abortive European revolutions in German and the
Balkan states during 1848-1849. Many Germans ventured to St. Louis
because of the substantial German population which had already set-
tled in the City after 1830. Also, employment for German-speaking
persons was probably more numerous in St. Louis than in many other
cities since several breweries and a German-language press had
previously been established. St. Louis, therefore, appeared to be
very attractive to the German political exiles. An examination of
the St. Louis census returns for 1850 indicates predominance of Ger-
mans in Soulard, especially in contrast to the tabulations of 1840.
The Germans, however, were not of a single class or economic status.
Several were enumerated as "laborers”, "mechanics", "journeymen"

or a variety of other craftsmen.® Political upheavals in Bohemia
and Austria during 1848-1849 also stimulated a migration of Czechs
to St. Louis. Although the Bohemians also settled in the Soulard
vicinity, they chose to dwell in more western sections of the neigh-
borhood, possibly to avoid friction with the Germans. In addition,
a relatively fashionable residential district along Chouteau Avenue,
populated by old-stock and more affluent Germans, emerged between
1840 and 1880, but the expansion of industry along the artery event- J
ually reduced most older homes to flats and thereby encouraged the
stereotypical image of the Soulard community as a "working-class”
area.

s T

During the 1880's, the national origin of America's immigrants shifted
from northern to southern Europe, and the variations in ethnicity were
subsequently reflected in arrivals to St. Louis. Austrians, Croatians,
Bohemians, Serbians, and Syrians settled in the area from Chouteau

to the 2100 block south, from Broadway to Eighteenth Street. Croatians
settled along Chouteau, and Syrians in the same neighborhood expanded »
into adjacent streets.6 Both Germans and the Bohemians operated a

native-language press in the Soulard area, and numerous national
churches, benevolent societies, and voluntary social and political
clubs were formed on the basis of ethnic ties. The myriad of nation-
alities which once resided in Soulard is obvious today from the many
ethnic churches which remain in the neighborhood.
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SOQULARD NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT

ugh references in nineteenth-century guidebooks suggest that

rd was considered a "cheaper neighborhood", it was not until
reat cyclone of 1896 that Soulard received attention in the

I Physical damage in the neighborhood was extensive, although
umerous mansard-roof and row tenement houses in existence to-
ttest that a majority of the structures were spared. In 1907,

a comprehensive" City Plan for St. Louis" indicated that Soulard

"densely settled" neighborhood of German, Bohemian, and Slavic
es. The plan characterized most inhabitants as "poor, self-

respecting, law-abiding, ambitious for their children, and thrifty".8

affluent Germans predominated especially in the southern por-
of the neighborhood since these residents held steady jobs at

the Anheuser-Busch Brewery. The Soulard neighborhood was also men~
tioned in a 1907 housing study in St. Louis as an area inhabited by

people, but the "slums" of St. Louis were reported to be on the
north side in the vicinity of Carr, Cass, 0'Fallon and Franklin
es. Conversely, the Soulard community was praised for good

maintenance and cleanliness.9 But a certain amount of degraded housing
was recognized to exist in Soulard, and %Be construction of flimsy
"alley houses" was especially regretted.

In 1924, the neighborhood
pparently changed Tittle from 1907, since the Soulard community
escribed as "an old conseY¥ative section, with one-fifth of the
ents being foreign born."

e 1920's, the Soulard community was beginning to deteriorate as
affluent people moved from the neighborhood to certain sections
uth St. Louis and St. Louis County. The 1924 survey indicated

also that railroad and industrial intrusion had lessened the residential

ty of the district, encouraging more stable peopie to move out.
tudy also noted the increasing prevalence of tenancy, excessive

poverty, illiteracy, and juvenile delinquency in the "old dwellings

industrial environment".12 A social study in 1949 included

observations of a community minister about conditions in Soulard

g the 1920's:

The area at one time had been a true neighborhood
populated primarily by families of German extraction.
It was a stable area composed of 3 working class popu-
lation but has degnerated into an area of low desira-
bility. The "old families" have moved to other areas
of the city leaving a few "old families" surro*nded

by persons of lower social and economic class.!3

survey nevertheless indicated a stable population in Soulard as
as 1949. Almost 75% of a sample population had lived in the

GPU $21.724
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neighborhood for more than five years, and the survey noted that
16% of the residents were unable to speak English.

Since the end of World Ear II, however, the Soulard neighborhood
has been losing population to other areas of metropolitan St. Louis.
The increased industrialization of Chouteau Avenue and the dis-
trict east of Seventh Street has rendered Soulard progressively
undesirable for residential dwelling, and the housing expansion
in St. Louis County after the Second World War encouraged many
citizens to vacate the old neighborhood. O0lder residents, fear-
ing ¢crime in abandoned dwellings, also felt obliged to leave the
Soulard area, and in many cases, were encouraged to do so by
their children. As a result, the ethnic diversity of the neigh~
borhood, reflected in the presence of six Catholic churches and
several smaller Protestant congregations, has significantly
deteriorated. Because of the absense of newly-arrived immigrant
groups, there has been no suitable replacement for the old

ethnic groups who vacated the Soulard community. Furthermore,
for several reasons, the neighborhood has not become a black
ghetto. The various ethnic churches are still in operation, but
their congregations ‘are drawn from former residents or descendents
of parishoners who no longer Tive in Soulard. Representatives

of many churches have reflected that it is becoming increasingly
difficult to maintain their congregations as neighborhood popula-
.tion diminishes.

By 1960, the immigrant base had nearly disappeared from the Sou-
lard neighborhood, and the population had declined dramatically
from the earlier years. The residents of Soulard today include

a few older persons of European extraction and a larger number of
rural white people who came to St. Louis from the Ozarks in the
mid-1950"'s to seek employment. Driven from their subsistence
farms in southern Missouri and Arkansas by drought and decreasing
farm prices, the migrant whites came to Soulard because of the low
rents and proximity to inner-city industry.

These people are utterly unprepared for the life on
asphalt. They have little money, little education,
and little of the skill demanded by urban industries.
Inevitably they crowd into poor hausing. Their only
escape too often is a questionable corner tavern...
Those who get to know these people best are the police
and the social worker...]

GPO 921.724
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In viewing the changes which have occurred in Soulard over the
past one-hundred years, an observer must speculate that the

"poor whites" in Soulard signify the end of immigrant assimila-
tion into American society. Unlike the nineteenth-century
immigrant who could survive on his ability to labor assiduously,
the contemporary migrant must possess a marketable skill which

he can “sell" to a prospective employer. A quality of physical
brawn will no longer suffice to enable a migrant family to be-
come economically mobile. Therefore, because of the predominance
of unskilled and poor migrants, the Soulard neighborhood today
lacks the physical maintenance and social stability which typi-
fied the ethnic communities of the past. Social blight is
reflected in the property deflation and deterioration in the area.
But there are positive signs that the bottom has been reached in
Soulard. With respect to other older sections of St. Louis, the
Soulard area has never been the worst in which to reside, nor

is it now. Although today it is the poorest "white" neighborhood,
its residents do not have to contend with the overpopulation,
decrepit housing, crime, and social disorganization which is ram-
pant in the black ghetto. While writers in the early twentieth-
century emphasize the "old world charm" and "tidiness" of the
Soulard community, today many landlords have vacated their 5
properties and cannot be located to be summoned for neglect.]

One active community group, the Soulard Neighborhood Association,
under the guidance of Bob Brandhorst, a community development
specialist, is attempting to arrest the blight in Soulard by
boarding abandoned buildings, maintaining a fire-watch and opera-
ting pre-school classes and hot-lunch programs for school-chil-
dren. As well as attempting to deal with the social problems

of the rural migrants, the Soulard Neighborhood Association is
trying to prevent further physical deterioration by purchasing
several homes and refurbishing them as low-rent apartments.
"Clean-up drives" and similar community activities are continually
planned. Furthermore, the City Plan Commission of St. Louis is
preparing a "restoration plan" for the Soulard community. Under
the provisions of this plan and the city zoning ordinance, the
neighborhood may be designated a "city historic district" and
thereby afforded protection by a more selective issuance of demo-
1ition and building permits. There is potential for restoration

in the Soulard neighborhood, and new residents are being encouraged
to invest in Soulard property. Although interest in the Soulard
area is not as articulate as in other historic sections of St. Louis,
such as Lafayette Square, enrollment in the National Register of
Historic Places might stimulate investment and renewed preservation

GPU 221.724
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activity in the neighborhood. Inclusion on the National Register
will, at least, afford suitable recognition for the historic
importance of this very early and significant St. Louis community.
The City of St. Louis can only benefit from such action.

The survey of Missouri's sites of historical and architectural
significance is based on the selection of sites as they relate
to theme studies in Missouri history as outlined in Missouri's
“Comprehensive Statewide Historic Preservation Plan". The Sou-
lard Neighborhood Historic District, is, therefore, being nomi-
nated to the National Register of Historic Places because 1) it
is the oldest surviving neighborhood in the City of St. Louis,
2) it represents numerous examples of early to mid-nineteenth
century brick city dwellings, 3) it is significant as a neigh-
borhood of the newly-arrived European immigrants who had a great
cultural influence upon the development of St. Louis.

Footnotes

1. Ruth Crawford, "The Immigrant in St. Louis: A Survey",
Studies in Social Economics, Vol. I, No. 2, {1916).

2. Crawford, "The Immigrant in St. Louis: A Survey", 1916,

3. Lee Rainwater, Alvin W. Wolfe, et al, "The Soulard Area, Re-
port on Research into Adaptations by Urban White Families
to Poverty", unpublished, The Social Science Institute, .
Washington University, St. Louis, 1968, 9-10. !

4. John S. Jenner, "Areal Expansion of the City of St. Louis",
unpublished Master's thesis, Washington University, St. Louis,
1939, plate 26, Rainwater and Wolfe, et al, "The Soulard
Area...", 1968, 10,

5. Sister Audrey Olson, "The Nature of an Immigrant Community:
St. Louis Germans, 1850-1920", Missouri Historical Review,
Vol. LXVI, (April, 1972}, passim. Census of the City of
St. Louis-1850, passim.

6. Rainwater and Wolfe, et al, "The Soulard Area...", 1968, 11.
7. St. Louis Globe-Democrat, May 28, 29, 30, 1896.

8. A City Plan for St. Louis, 1907, 47-49.
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1713-1719 5, 8th Street-four-dwelling brick row development,
typical of many similar row structures in the Soulard area.

. East facing west.
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West side, 1800 block 8th Street showing various structures
typical of the Soulard area. Note prevalent good maintenance.
‘Northeast facing southwest.
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1812 S. 9th Street-an example of the "unfinished" half-

i
flounder house common in Soulard. Entrance is provided
from a rear porch. West facing east.
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work on common balcony.

West facing east.

1818-1820 S. 8th Street-Free-standing, two-story brick
two-family home. Note symmetry of plan and wrought-iron
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, ETC,
10th Street-Brick two-family cottage, north dwelling con-
verted to business (typical of many corner properties). Note chimney
and parapet gabie, suggesting a construction date in early to mid-
nineteenth century. Home to rear (1841 S. 10th) is free-standing but

abutted to adjoining residence. Northeast facing SOuthwest.
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CESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

1841 S. 10th Street-rear view showing application of dual
half-flounder on free-standing brick house. West facing east.
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DESCRIBE EW, DIRECTION, ETC.
St. Peter and Paul's Church--northeast corner, 8th and
Allen, showing Parish school to north. Southwest facing
northeast.
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911 Allen Street--Two-family brick row duplex, an example
of a predominant residential type in the Soulard neighborhood.
“Alley house" appears at rear. South facing north.
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DESCRIBE VIiEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

The Soulard Market, showing marketplace constructed 1928-29.
Southwest facing northeast.
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Corner business building (tavern) with residence above.
Southeast corner 10th and Emmet. Northwest facing southeast.







