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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {if knrown) PHYSICAL APFEARANCE

The Scarritt Building, constructed by the architectural firmm of Root
and Siemens in 1906-1907 on the Northwest corner of Hinth and Grand
streets in Kansas City, Missouri, is an eleven story, steel skeleton,
frame supported by a double basement and sheathed in brick and terra
cotta walls with rich terra cotta ornament. . At ground level and be-
low it is rectangular in plan (120 x 97 feet) but changes to a modi-
fied "I" plan at the second story. A Chicago School facade is applied
to its south and east street sides while its north and west inner
block elevations remain unadorned.

EXTERIOR

The south and east facades of the building are divided into three
major horizontal areas: a base, a shaft, and a cornice, The first

two stories of the structure make up the area of the base. The

ground floor level of the building's east side is characterized by

a large vertical gray granite terra cotta pier at each end and another
in the center that divide the level into two equal areas. The northern
section of the east facade encompasses a new, modern main entrance
flanked by two large windows, while the southern side includes zn
original fanlighted secondary door also flanked by plate glass shew
windows.

The ground floor of the south facade is slightly different in design
due to its location on the steep slope of Ninth Street. The basement,
which remains underground on the east side of the building, is grad-
ually revealed by the downward slope of the hill on the south side,
Both the ground and basement levels of the south facade are charac-
terized by a series of eight small plate glass windows, each alter-
nating with a terra cotta mullion. The only exception is the sixth
‘bay to the west at the basement level which is replaced by a small
canopied doorway,

The second story of the east elevation is also vertically divided by
wide clay piers into three major areas. These are again divided in
two, thus forming six uniform sections, Each of these sections is
filled with an identical large "Chicago Window." This system of ‘
fenestration is repeated on the south facade with the addition of an
ornate terra cotta screen in the center, The screen is designed to
soften the transition from the lower rectangular portion of the
building to the upper modified '"H" plan portion. It shields a court
three bays deep and two bays wide (25 x 48 feet) and bears the legend
"SCARRITT BUILDING, 1906.%

The shaft portion of the structure consists of the next seven stories
and is constructed of light buff vitrified brick as opposed to the

{cont.)
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gray terra cotta of the base., Like the second story, the seven
stories of the shaft area of the east elevation are divided into
gix sections, but here, each section is again divided by a terxa
cotta mullion, creating twelve vertical rows., Each row contains
one plate glass window per floor, This fenestration is repeated
on the face of the south side and in the light court. The court,
however, is constructed of white enamel brick for increased llght
reflection,

A terra cotta string course separates the shaft area from that of
the vitrified brick cornice area which consists of the two final
stories and the cornice itselt. The window system of the lower
seven floors is repeated at the top two levels on both the south
and east facades with the addition of a terra cotta frame around
each window unit corresponding to the "Chicago Window" units

-below. The structure is capped by an overhanglno cornice and a
-flat roof.

Terra cotta ornamentation enhances the design throughout. A rich
decorative motif surrounds the upper half of each second story
window and another geometric design covers the cornice, Ornately
molded terra cotta also marks the corners of the structure at
string courses, at the tops .and bottoms of mullions and at the

tops of the eleventh story windows, Terra cotta antefixae mounted

in positions above the major nulllons and brlck plers accentuate
the cornice, -

INTERIOR

The interior of the building is also elaborately finished. The
basement and sub-basement contain the utility equipment for the
building, but they also each contain a decorated elevator lobby.
The lobby floors are constructed of tile and the walls are wain-
scoted with marble, A marble dog-leg stalrnay and four elevator
cars lead to the upper floors. -

The main floor is divided in half, The southern, left half is
occupied by the Kansas City Gas Service Company, while the right
half includesa few small shops and the large main elevator lobby,
The floors of the entire first story are constructed of tile,

and all the walls were originally wainscoted with marble trimmed
with bands of ornate Sullivanesque metal ornament, Although
this wainscoting still remains in thé Gas Service Co., it has
been removed from the lobby.

(cont,)
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The upper floors are sectioned into a number of irreguler office
spaces. The tile floors and marble wainscoting are carried on
throughout the corridors, All the woodwork is mahogany.

ARCADE

The Scarritt Building Arcade, facing west on Walnut Street, is a
small, four story, steel frame structure connected to the Scarritt
Building by a tunnel rumning from the ground floor of the Arcade
to the sub-basement of the main building., It is faced with una-
dorned brick on the north, south and east sides,. and with a

ranged ashlar Chicago School facade on the west side,

EXTERIOR

" The ground flcor elevation of the west facade is vertically -
separated into three major areas by four heavy piers. The central
area measures sixteen feet wide and contains a recessed triple

- entranceway. 1t is flanked by two slightly narrower areas, one
to either side, each enclosing a large show window, A band of
elaborate terra cotta ornament runs the width of the facade
directly above, and the first floor ends at a slight, decorative
terra cotta overhang.’ 3 S

The upper three floors are treated as a single unit and the verti-
cal division of the first level is maintained throughout, The
fenestration is identical at each story., Three plate glass win-
‘dows are situated in the central area of each floor, while two
such windows are situated in each of the flanking ones.

The three main vertical sections of the upper floors are outlined
with masonry moldings that terminate over the fourth floor windows
in a flamboyant terra cotta ornament., The building has a flat
roof, : SR

"INTERIOR
The first floor is characterized by a central passageway leading
to the tunnel connecting it to the main building., Small shops
and restaurants line either side of the corridor, At the center

of the left side, two elevator cars and a half-turn stair lead

(cont.)
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- light well, and offices are arranged arcund it.
ALTERATIONS

elevator lobby,

boarded over and hldden from view,

arcade,

to the upper levels. Each upper floor is penetrated by a double

1. The original marble ornament has been removed from the main

2., The main entrance on Grand Street has been moedernized. New
glass doors replace the original doors and the ornamental
terra cotta arches that decorated the entrance have been

3. Drop celllnos have been placed under all the skyllghts of the

Y €
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STATEMENT OF SIGMNIFICANCE

The Scarritt Building is significant as a frankly modern American
building, strongly influenced by the architectural dictates of Louis
Sullivan and the Chicago School and completely typical of the 'new”
skyscraper architecture of the early 1900's, Of added significance

is the curious disorientation of the building's plan in regard to

main entrances, as well as the plan of its Arcade, for both serve

as fine examples of the turn-of-the-century need for natural light,
(The Meed for the Preservation of Kansas City's Architectural Heritage,
Kansas City: 1969) and the Arcade has one of the last skylighted
interior open walls in Kansas City,

The Scarritt Building is modern in both construction and design, The
interior steel skeleton forms a powerful structural basis for the
exterior expression, but the facing over the frame does not directly
reflect this true structural fact., Instead, it aesthetically dis-
closes the nature of the skeleton. Steel columns are covered some-
times by piers and sometimes by mullions, but every exterior element,
despite its factual relation to the frame, gives a feeling of verti-
cality and scale and expresses the height and strength inherent within
the frame without destroying the unity of the composition,

The architectural theory behind this work is strongly influenced by
the Chicago School, particularly Louis Sullivapn., In an article in
Lippincott's Magazine in 1896, Sullivan explains exactly how a sky-
scraper ought to be built, and the Scarritt Building is a typical
translation of that thought.

Sullivan's essay describes five practical conditions to be met: first,
a story below ground containing the mechanical equipment; second, a
ground floor with an entrance attractive to the eye and common to all
spaces in the building; third, a second story accessible by stairs,
stressing large expanses of space and glass; fourth, an indefinite
number of stories of offices built layer upon layer, all alike; and
fifth, an atric space to cemplement the cellar, According to Sullivan,
the design should naturally follow from these practical considerations,
For him, "form ever follows function' and, in the case of the sky-

scraper, the structure should lopgically Ffall into three major aweas:

{cont.)
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the base, shaft, and corunice, with the vertical elements stressed
to express height. Vhere function changes, form changes, and
where function does not change, form does not change. The lower
stories of a skyscraperVs base have different functions and should
reflect their differences in the design, while the stories of the

_shaft all serve the same purpose and, thus, should express the

same form, (John Burchard, The Architecture of America, Boston:
1961,)

This is the law that influences and controls the design of the
Scarritt Building. The structure falls into three sections,
stresses its vertical elements and reflects its function by the
changes and similarities of its form, 1t is an excellent example
of the "correct" way to build a modern turn-of-the-century sky-
scraper, : S

The building is also ‘an outstanding manifestation of the turn-of-
the-century love of natural light. Kansas City terrain and busi-
ness called for a main entrance on Grand, and traditional archi-
tectural planning called for this entrance to be located between
the arms of the "I’ plan. 1In the case of the Scarritt Building,
this meant orienting the light court to the east, thereby losing
moet of the south and west light.. The desire to get as much of
this natural east/west/south light into as many offices as possible

'was apparently so strong that architectural propriety was abandoned

and, although the main entrance was placed on the east, the light
court was turned to the south, :

This same need for natural light is also evident in the Arcade where
there are two large three-story Iight wells _penetrating the center
of the building.

The survey of Missouri's sites of historical and architectural sig-
nificance is based on the selection of sites as they relate to
theme studies in Missouri history as outlined in "Missouri's
Comprehensive Statewide Historic .Preservation Plan." The Scarritt
Building is, therefore, being nominated to the National Register
of Historic Places because it is the finest example of a Chicago
School skyscraper in Kansas City, the urban-center of Missouri's
Northwest Prairie Repion, and because it is a unique example of

the turn~-of-the-century preoccupation with natural light,
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SCARRITT BUILDING AND ARCADE

COUNTY : Jackson

LOCATION: corner of 9th & Grand streets, and 819
Walnut St., Kansas City, Mo,

OWNER: Downtown Rental Company

ADDRESS: Scarritt Building, Kansas City, Mo. 64100

DATE APPROVED BY A.C.: 12-12-70

DATE SENT TO JEFF. CITY: 01-20-71

DATE SENT TO D.C.: 01-20-71

DATE OF REC. IN D.C.: 01-26-71

DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER: 03-09-71

DATE AWARDED CERTIFICATE
(AND PRESENTOR):

DATE FILE REVIEWED:

The Scarritt Building is significant as a frankly modern American building,

strongly influenced by the architectural dictates of Louis Sullivan and the
Chicago School and completely typical of the “new" skyscraper architecture of

the early 1900's. Of added significance is the curious disorientation of the build-
ing's plan in regard to main entrances, as well as the plan of its Arcade, for

both serve as fine examples of the turn-of-the-century need for natural light,

and the Arcade has one of the last skylighted interior open walls in Kansas City.
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