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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bollinger Mill is a four-story, watur-powered, horizontal grist mill, 
now under restoration by the Missouri State Park Board. Its "under-house, 
through which the Whitewater River flows to actuate the mill's two 
turbines, and its first floor are constructed of squared rubble masonry, 
while its upper stories are constructed of brick laid according to b, 
the common bond method. The mill has a wood frame, gambrel roof 
covered with standing seam metal roofing.

EXTERICR

The main elevation has a central recessed door flanked by two windows, 
one to each side, at each story, with a single central window in the 
gable. The first floor door and windows have stone slipsills and 
lintels. The upper story doors have stone lugsills and segmental 
arches with radiating brick voussoirs, while the windows have brick 
lugsills, segmental arches, and radiating voussoirs. The face of 
the first story is covered by an open wooden porch with a metal, 
standing seam roof. Most of the window openings are closed with 
wood or metal shutters, but, when restoration is complete, they 
will hold six-over-six light, double-hung sashes.

The headrace elevation, which terminates in a row of brick dentils, 
has four evenly spaced windows with stone lugsills and lintels on 
the first floor, and five evenly spaced windows with brick lugsills, 
segmental]arohesj-aiid radiating voussoirs on the upper floors. The 
"under-house" has three iron barred windows in its upper portion with 
a twelve foot wide arched headrace opening below. A stone retaining 
wall is set at an angle before the headrace with a wooden grating 
fitted across the opening to prevent floating weeds and debris from 
choking the runners and tirls of the turbines.

The opposing tailrace elevation is almost identical in design to the 
headrace elevation excepting the presence of two tailrace openings, 
an eight foot wide arch at the same height as the headrace opening, 
and a smaller, six foot opening to the east of it and below the normal 
water level*

The rear elevation has three evenly spaced windows at the first three 
levels, two at the fourth level, and one centered in the gable. 
They are identical in type to the windows of the other elevations. 
Two centrally located windows also exist in the "under-house," with 
a third' opening to the north over the retaining wall. Projecting 
out from this end of the building is the stone mill dam. . '  »
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INTERIOR

The interior of the "under-house" contains a crawl space to the west 
and the water passage and two inward flow turbines, one located by 
each tailrace opening, to the east. The shafts of the turbines run 
into the mill proper, the "meal-house," through an opening in the 
southeast corner of the first floor.

The interior of the upper portion of the mill, the "meal-house," is 
divided into four stories, each story containing one large open room 
with oak floors.. Various milling machinery is randomly distributed 
throughout the building. The first floor, where the finished meal 

. was originally distributed to the customers.> contains several grain 
shutes and some small storage bins. The second floor contains more 
bins, a miller's bench, and two pairs of buhr millstones, one pair 
located in the center of the floor and the other situated in the : 
southwest corner. The third story contains the greatest number of 
storage bins, and the fourth, or loft floor, contains the largest 
concentration of machinery, such as conveyors, conveyor shutes, 
hoppers, sifters and dusters.

Human circulation through the mill is provided by a series of four 
stairways located in each corner of the building. The southwest 
corner stair leads from the first floor-to the crawl space approaching 
the "under-house," the southwest stair leads from the first floor to 
the second, and the northeast and northwest stairs lead on to the 
third and fourth floors.  
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TATCMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bollinger Mill, rebuilt in 186? at Burfordville in Cape 
Garardeau County, is historically significant as a 19th 
century, water-powered grist mill. Adjacent to the mill 
is one of Missouri's four covered bridges, the Burford 
ville Covered Bridge. This is the only mill and covered 
bridge complex left in Missouri.

For the past 172 years, a mill has occupied this mill site. 
George Frederick Bollinger, an immigrant from North Carolina, 
came to the area in the late 1700's where he operated an 
Indian trading post. (Marshall L)ial, Librarian, New Madrid 
County Library, information in a letter to the Missouri 
State Historical Survey and Planning Office, April 28, 1971.) 
In 1797 the Spanish commandant of St. Louis granted 
Bollinger a large tract of land under the condition that 
he develop the land and bring settlers into the territory.   
Thus in 1799 a log grist mill accommodated the twenty 
North Carolinian families brought into the district by 
Bollinger. (History of Southeast Missouri, 1886, p. 276.-)  

In addition to serving in the first territorial legislature 
and being quite active in civic affairs, Bollinger operated 
the mill until the time of his death in 181^2. For 1*3 years, 
under Bollinger's ownership, the mill had served pioneer 
settlers on the St. Francois, Black and Whitewater rivers. 
Some customers ventured from 75 to 100 miles to have their 
corn and wheat ground at the largest and finest mill in the 
region. In 1825 Bollinger had replaced the log structure 
and log dam with a stone foundation and frame structure. 
(Louis Houck, A History of Missouri, II, 1908, p. 182.)
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The mill continued to operate under the ownership of 
Bollinger's son-in-law, Ralph Daugherty. The L/aughertys 
sympathized with the South; during the Civil War their 
mill ground grain for the Confederacy. Union troops 
burned the mill and shelled the dam in 186^, (Dial, April 
26, 19?1«) Left unharmed was the. covered bridge spanning 
the Whitewater Kiver. Built ca. 18^8, this bridge is a 
National Register site (70-5>-2U-0012) being significant 
as one of three covered bridges in Missouri employing the 
Howe ti*uss in its construction.

The mill site with the old stone foundation remained un 
utilized until 186? when S. R. Burford, for whom Burford- 
ville is named, rebuilt the mill in 1867 adding three 
stories made of sun-dried brick and, in 1868, a gambrel 
roof. (The Bulletin of the Missouri Historical Society, 
VII, No. 2, 1951, p. 276.)Burford equipped the mill with 
four-foot French buhrstones which are still in operating 
position at the mill. Burford had operated the mill for 
30 years when he sold the mill to the Cape County Milling 
Company which had been established in 1895 in nearby 
Jackson, Missouri.

This company purchased the mill in either 1899 or 1900. 
Corrugated steel rolls and a second water wheel were 
installed in 1912. The buhrstones remained in use. During 
this period, the daily capacity of the mill reached 200 cwtsi 
(Dial, April.28, 1971.) The company closed the plant in 19U2 
and in 1903j when the Cape County Milling Company became 
insolvent, the mill was dismantled.

Descendants of George F. Bollinger purchased the mill and 
donated it to the Cape Girardeau County Historical Society 
whin has in turn donated it to the Missouri State Park 
Board. Presently, the Park Board is restoring the mill to 
operable condition as a grist mill. Much of the machinery 
remains in the mill such as the inward flow turbines on 
vertical shafts, the French buhrstones, conveyors and 
conveyor shutes, various types of sifters, dusters, and .-.   ' 
storage bins. (On site inspection by Priscilla A. Kva'ns ' . 
and Stanley B. Andrews, staff members, Missouri State 
Historical Survey and Planning Office, April i>> 1971.)
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date '

ATTEST: 

^/

Keeper of The National Register 

Date

m 
m

73

C,

n
H

O

Z



Form 10-3000 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Missouri
COUNTY

Cape Girardeau
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Number mlt tntrlft)

9. BOLLINGfiR MILL

Dial, Marshall. Libfoan, New Madrid County Library,
  information in a letter to the Missouri State Historical! 
Survey and Planning Office, April 28, 1971. On file at 
the Missouri State Park Board, P. 0. Box 176, 1201; 
Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101.

Douglas, Robert S. History of Southeast Missouri. New York: 
Lewis Publishing Company, 1912.

History of Southeast Missouri. Chicago: Goodspeed Publishing Company, 156d.——————

Houck, Louis. A History of Missouri. Chicago: R. R. Donnelly 
and Sons Company, 3 vols. 1906.

Oliver, John W. History of American Technology. New York: 
Ronald Press Company, 1956.

Rawson, Marion N. Little Old Mills. New York: E. P. .button 
and Company, Inc., 1935*

Reynolds, John. Windmills and Watermills. New York: Praeger 
Publishers, 1970.



• v <• 0I'f^vc^-^s^ ̂  C^^^Sr^,i"v^.'./ I' 'V—vV^-xJ^nS 
il ?-. W-^Vxcr'-sin^cS;

^T^-l-x^ri
^ rv_> N.-'o^Tn

v « V^'v—' t**^ • ' / i

^r^;r^?/->j yj^mmi

^r'^ic/ 
t^c^M
M^/V^.Du'^?) \

^M^^^fe^^M?
flf^ww^mmfm-
t/"/M/c^^&^^M3<(j^&; ̂^^c^^t3^^3):^

S^/fy^^ijifci^^^i .VttrVr-sc"»iS<«s-\fc5?^.^^j,>^

pV^A >A~ ^>-X^ V >'"V \ : & --^r' y^^'PX/f^

15' Quadrangle 
"Marble Hill" 
Scale 1:62,500^sssmi^'^m
Bollinger Mill '
Lat 37° 22 '05" Long 89° ' 06"



'Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) •

STATE

Missouri
COUNTY

___Caoe Giradeau
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

COMMON: Rollineer_ Mill
AND/OR HISTORIC-. Burf ordville Mill

U
STREET AND NUMBER:

mi IPS west, of Jackson. Missouri on Highway 3k
CITY OR TOWN:

Missrniri

COUNTY:

Cape Giradeau 031

SOURCE:

IT.S.fi.S. TS' Onadranglfi "Marble Hill"
IU 

IU

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundarics where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude referepce.



i-V



u

UJ 

UJ

'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE 
(Dee. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Missouri

NATIONAL 

(Type all e

REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY 
Cape Giradeau

PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY ;

rrtnVs - attach to or enr/osr with map) ENTRY NUMOER DATE

COMMON: Bollineer Mill
AND/OR HISTORIC: Bnf nT*Hvi T 1 f* MT 1 T

STREET AND NUM BER:

CITY OR TOWNt

STATE:

 l|!MA^i^.e:-F:E-REWci;i:iiii;
SOURCE:

SCALE:

DATE:

|i«e-<a;i;i:R:£MENTss;i::::!lii

6 miles west of Jackson, Missouri on Highway 3k

Burfordville
CODE COUNTY: COOE;

Missouri 63739 29 Cape Giradeau 031
^;§s:s§^iiJi^

1968 Record Prints of the Missouri State Restoration of 
Bollinger Mill
1" - 10' . . ... .
1968
iillliiltllilll^

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

ISTATE





'Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Missouri
COUNTY

Cape Giradeau
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

2 
O

U

r>

COMMON: Bnll-inger Mil
AND/OR HISTORIC: Rvirf nrdvillS Mill

STREET AND NUM BER!

6 miles wast, of Jackson. Missouri on Highway 34
CITY OR TOWN:

Rurfordville

Missouri 63739 29
COUNTY:

Cape Giradeau
CODE

031
1

1968 Record Prints of the Missouri State Restoration 
BollinRer Mill______________. ___________

of

UJ 

UJ

1" - 10'
1968

ilfIiH
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.



*a

* •H
 

f«



•z.
O

K- 

U

UJ 
UJ 
i/t

'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(D«e. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ( ,

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

bmwmmmsimmtmi>mmmmi^

STATE

Missouri
COUNTY

Cape Giradeau -
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

i^^:^^|slii|fc||i|:i4|i|^ :::::

COMMON: Bollinger Mill
AND/OR msTORic: Rii f ord vi 11 e Mil 1

STREET AND NUMBER:

6 miles west of Jackson, Missouri on Highway 3k.
CITY OR TOWN:

Burfordville
STATE: CODE COUNTY:

Missouri 63739 29 Cape Gi
CODE

iradeau 031
iii^^ii^lpsls^^P-:M:y;i;iPS:: *J-:-:

SOURCE! 1968 Record Prints of the Missouri State Restoration of 
Bollinger Mill '

SCALE: T_H _ 10'

DATE: 1968

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

(STATE





'Form 10-301 
(O.c. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Missouri
COUNTY

Cape Girdeau
FOR NPS USE ONLY /'

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

1 COMMON: Bollineer_ Mill
AND/OR HISTORIC: Buf ordville Mill

r-
U
r>
Q;

2|ifL:;$c:/!W
STREET AND NUM BER:

6 miles west of Jackson. Missouri on Highway 34
CITY OR TOWN:

Thirfordville

Missouri 63739 29
COUNTY:

Cape Giradeau
CODE

031

SOURCE: Record Prints of the Missouri State Restoration
Bollinger Mil]__________________________

of

UJ 

IU

1" - 10'
1968

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude refere/tce.



da
ri

ti^
S£

V
19

th
cc

en
tu

ry
';'

•,
w

at
er

-p
ow

er
ed

 g
ri

st
 m

il
l;

 >
•-£

"«
:i 

**
p

ii
^



> -t- »-. '•*•''!,*.*," .V%j- ' . •)











||
TP or z
o

•^ \tr-'» } ••'"t-—^.\ >4»-< *y**^

irf-fc'
••yj «»»fc-

e ^>C«i<«4t MjMmi 
J ~-«^ 'V«1 -

^ L/^l^
«—.——f : I——*—-—31———k •N=f- N«3^T " i rjiu —--—-——. -4-JBk!-.

.•.M'if^-y%m
>C«r. s. i 

\

3®$^M$®$/ j•. 

«
'W

« •*
• *r

ft

)t,
r — ̂~W
I ^fc*«frTeco
V-Um«c v*i9

? a
Hl"yT ~Hrr/M-

^^ ST^ „• „•. ,. %_—!"'• K--I!7r. -o > * j ii* n, _6*fi»*i j , »^j|| , __ _ i gy i* -,v (' T ~— ——- — . »_|—'*i^y* *•• ~"* —" ~ —--^— - --- - - -4 >^yj' «•
' S^vN I/—v! . L^^vi

^T"A"

f? '

M c"?r^K3--'
t.K.

^ _^ ^ ^ ; _ _JM!.-t •, .. M: ,

^^^^^Sf^n^-^^T^i^^j' . '-• .»_,.'^?^j—;:.'. -. X''.-.".. .-i.- •.*.'» •'..« • v *> vt'.-'t;^>'.-.-' • '-V •



^___ rX-^..—*«C — .^•'-*•"._*•«____- 1 —— *-f-

- + 
I

£7^
* 
>i_

. ( .-

:__:"43" -~ --E

•1.
,_ ~*_1 -.
.. r—

i *_t-

%«. Oak- ft»«r .««•
Totnttr %t |c,fk«rT44 Tl«ar *

•m

» «" i*"t t-»"_ • rt . c-*v x
- —— - - «^J -• • «rt — toi -^J

.
'£
« -i

i ... .. _ ..it'.t* »'-r .in^
1 i i 1 '•< ,.; ':, .-'/•• ' ':•• ; 1 _ 1 ''-. '',^;;.-;': ".' ">- lf<'-"f'-r' < •-•\f-t<-fmaF\--'--iff!f('frr

T
1* 
«-•

i-r A •"•!" fi
" C3 — ^ ._„

4

'1

Jl
" - Ti 1 1

-^ -

0

•T

^

V. ,^

;-;/
*•

1
^

•';
,^±:^«1- .••:/'••

*«'-*"

I * T 1 H 0 1 •» 1 IN»

oWSKte-HC.

5 7.? r£__0f ,- 
WIHIt-CN E. Ht.fl.lfff

RCSTOROTIOH OF
THE SOILINGE$ MII,L Durfordyil/t, Irttiitun

>*u«r Mut*fot/sai Tina eihmetn.' fi• ». e»«rt*tj »T. ^»*i !«.<««»»tA«./. tn*»
tffttWtV IMJCWAOr E



S t c o HD Ft OOR. Pifc W
Scot* l4-l'-o'

JlfllRD f L»OR PU« SlMlUR tyCtPT 13* tUTIt,'.OR.



•*ff
 f5

-
M

l 
',-,

i!

"-*
:-L

ii:
'ii.

l'L
l

I'
ll

1
ll

L
.

HI

•«•
•«*

•.-
_

•'•*
••

.




