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CESCRIBE THE PRESENT .AND ORIGINAL (I known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

~ The Moniteau County Courthouse Square in California, Missouri, is
an area approximately 525 feet square. The Square centers on the
county courthouse block and includes the adjacent blocks to a dis-
tance of one~-half block as shown on the accompanying site plan map.

THE COURTHCUSE

The Moniteau County Courthouse, built 1867, is a late example of
the "Classic Revival! style. The two story structure with full
basement faces south and is located in the center of the 200 x 200
foot Courthouse block landscaped with laim and trees. The sur-
rounding commercial structires on the Courthouse Square are con-
temporary with the courthouse. ‘

Exterior

Walls., The brick walls are laid in common bond on a foundation of
TocaT stone cut in large ashlar blocks with rasticabed ouber faces.
The foundation splays outward toward grade level.

The building is 3 bays wide across the front and rear facades and 2
bays louz on the east and west sidewalls. The walls are articulated
with recessed panels framing the window and door openings. These
panels and intervening pilasters are carried from the grade line
wward through the two brick stories above., The tops of the re-
cessed panels form a horisontal set-back several feet below the
Jdower edge of the cornice fasciz. The exterior walls are 18% inches
thick at the pilasters and 1l inches thick at the inset panels.

The front (south) facade has a central entrance doorway at the first
floor, This entranceway is round-arched with a double-leafed paneled
door. 4 fanlight £ills the semi-circular transom above the door.

The windous flanking this dooruay are 12 over 12 light double-hung
sash with horizontal brick voussoir caps and stone sills. The second
floor of the central front bay has a pair of rowmd-arched windows
with 18 lights each, framed by smooth~faced stone trim. The sills

of the second floor span the width of the recessed panels, erpha-
sizing the floor division and the geomstric proportions of each
facade,

The east and west facades are identical. Both walls have four
recessed panels, each two bays wide, separated by a narrower,
slightly projecting central bay, also with a recessed centrel panel.
Windows in the flanking bays, like the flanking windows on the front
facade, have 12 over 12 light double-hung sash. The central bay of
the east and wast sids facades has a round arched window on both
first and second floors. These windows hzve brick voussoir caps and
a single frame with 30 1i-hts., The stone sills at both levels of
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Monitean County Courthouse Square in California, Missouri, is
gignificant as a survival of a mid-nineteenth cemtury courthouse in
its contemporary setting. An exarple of Mid-western town planning,
the courthouse is centered on one block, and contemporary commercial
buildings on the surrounding blocks face the courthouse square.

e courthouse, constructed 1867-1868, is a significant, late
example of the "Classic Revival" style in Central Missouri, noleble
for: 1) the elerenbts in its design imitative of the former Missouri
State Capitol Building, 18L0-1911, designed by architect A. Stephen
Hills, in neighboring Jefferson City; 2) its construction method.
which inclwdes an early application of structural cast iron; 3) its
survival in a setting little changed from the period of construction.

Corparison with the Former State Capitol Building

The semi-circular front portico of the HMeniteau County Courthouse lis
strongly reminiscent of the sams feature of the former Idssowil State
Capitol building in Jefferson City, 2l miles east of California,
Missouri, as it appeared in 184,0-1889, prior to major alterations
and el’::l:)argements. (Jefferson City Tribune, February 27, 1869, p. 6,
col, h. o .

The capitol building designed by Pennsylvania architect 4. Stephen
Hills was launded at the time of its construction as ranking Y...with
the best, and most beautiful state capitols in the Unioneeee" :
(Jefferson Enquirer, Seotember 10, 1840, p. 2.) Hills was architect
of whe L020 Pennsylvania state capitol at Harrisburg; (Talbot F.
Herlin, CGreek Revival Architecture in America, 1S4, p. 253) and
the firsv building, University of MHissouri, Columbia, which was
uncer construction in 1840, (John A, Bryan, Missouri's Contribution
to American Architecturc, 1928, p. 12.) Neither of the handsome
buildings in Central rfissouri designed by Hills, survives. The
state cepitol building burned in 1911, and Academic Hall, University
of !issouwri, burned in 1892, .

An 014 vicwr of the Moniteau County Courthouse, dated 190L shous the
building witheut either the dome over the portico or the poinbed,
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the central bays extend across the width of the recessed panel.
Small square casement windows in the foundation follow the fenes-
tration pattern established in the floors above,

The north (rear) facade follows the general form of the south
(front) facade, with several variations., The second floor window
of the central bay has double~-hung sash, but is a smaller opening
than is typical in the building. This window is a later altera-
tion. The smooth-faced stone trim surrounding the window indi-
cates that the original opening matched the paired round-arched
windows in that position on the front facade, Two giant order
brick pilasters with cast iron Corinthian capitals flank the cen-
tral bay. A projecting chimmey stack stends to the west of the
coutral bay., The rear (north) entrance is approached by a straight
run steir which is flanked by a high stone railing wall. A small
plywood structure with shed roof has been placed in front of the
rear entranceway to provide weather protection to the rear door.

Portico., The front (south) facade is emphasized by a two story
semi-~circular portico, supported by two full columns and two half
columns, or pilasters, constructed of brick, with cast iron
Corinthien capitals and bases, The brick cernice of the portice
rests on a semicircular iron plate carried by the colums. The
portico is surmounted by a hemispherical domz sheathed with sheet
netal, * A surrounding semicircular flight of concrete steps gives
acecess to the first floor of the building,

Roof. The exterior walls are terminated by a continuous cast iron
cornice with modillions. Centered above the cornice on the north
facade, a three step stone motif with decorative scroll, bears the
date “1868 "

Centered on the front half of the courthouse roof is an octagonal .
cupola with a slishtly pointed dome. The apex of the dome is
surmownted with a ball and weather vane arrow, The cupola has a
wide cornice ornamented with paired wooden brackets o late nine-
teenth century design. The cowrthouse roof is a flat deck sheathed
with sheet metal, '

Interior
The first flooxr of the interior contains a central hallway extending

the length of the north-south axis of the building, Two staircases
ori"lm.llf Tlxked the central hzllway near the south cnd of the
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corridor about one third of the distance bebween the north and
south doors, :

The east stairway has been removed to permit installation of a
two story vault., The east wall of the vault blocks off four
windows on the building's east wall, two on the first floor and
two on the second floor, The windows, now non-functional, were
left in place. The remaining staircase has an elaborately deco-
rated cast iron newel and balustrade.

Offices open into the central corridor on both the first and
second stories, On the second floor the north end of the bulld-
ing is occupied by the large square courtroom. The courtroom
walls are decorated with applied pilasters which reflect on the
interior, the geometry of the exterior wall articulation. The
first floor ceiling is 12 feet high and the second floor ceiling
is 16 fest high., The ceilings throughout the buildinz sre orna-
mented with shallow coffers of stamped metal.

Heavy tirnber construction supports the roofs These timbers are
visible in the attic above the second floor. Two large trusses
with "X braces span the attic above the large, open courtroom
vhich measures approximately L8 x h48 feet and has no interior
supports. ' - ,

Alterations
The north storm shelter entrance is not original.

The cupola dome shows structural evidence of having had a low- -
pitched peaked roof,

A washroom has been installed on the first floor in & former office
charber,

Mach of the original wood flooring has been covered with linoleum,

Portions of the originally low-ceilinged, dirt-floored basement
have been dug out and the earth walls reinforced with a concrete
berm, or revebment, to permit installation of a basement toilet
room, boiler roon and maintenance shcp.
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Condition

Within the past two years the brickwork has besn cleaned, repaired,
waterproofed and tuckpointed. The original brick is salmon-colored,
now stained a deeper red and tuckpointed with grey mortar, The
‘recessed panels of the exterior walls were painted white prior to
the recent work., This paint was reroved, Settlement of the walls
has been accommodated, The building is in general good condition
except for the metal roofing which lezks badly and should be com-
pletely replaced, The metal cornice is rusted and open at several
joints., This cornice is in need of thorough inspection and repair,
The interior is becomming shabby. A general refurbishment is nsadeds

This summry descripbion of the physical appearance of the building
is based on data included in the field report by archiitectural cons-
sultant W, Philip Cotton, Jr., A.I.A,, received June 1969. The
report was contracted by the lMissowri State Park Board and is filed
at its central office, P.0. Box 176, 120L Jefferson Build:.ng,
Jefferson City, hissour:. 65101, .

THE COURTHOUSE SQUARE

The block on which the courthouse is centered is surrounded by
streets oa each side, Facing the courthouse on the opposite sides
of each of these strests are commercial bulldings dating from the
period of construction of the courthouse, and ermploying the sams
construction raterials (stone, brick, cast iron and wood). The
west side of the square is especially notable for the svrvival of
a cormlete o7 02 similar structures. The south side has perioed
structures with vl two buildings of recent date creating a gap
in the continuit;., Tne ncrth and east sidss have fewer buildings
of the pericd,




o o b |

Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{July 1969) MNATIONAL PARK SERYICE Iﬁ.SSO‘L‘E{‘i
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |counTy
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM toniteau
. FOR NP5 USE DNLY
(Continuation Sheet) _ SHNTRY NUMBER DATE

(Number all entries)

7. GF L)
MONITEAU COUNTY COURTHOUSE SWUUARE

The commercial structures are typically two story brick with
structural cast iron elements on the facades. Stamped metal
cornices visible in early views of the square are largely intact,
but several metal pedimental~type ornaments have been removed
from the building at the northwest corner of the intersection of
Majin and High streets. Metal canopies originally sheltering the
sidewalks in front of several stores have also been removed.
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segmented dome over the cupola, both presently existing features

of the building, (State Historical Society of Missowri, Honiteau
County Photograph File.) The portico ezhibited in the 0ld view of
the courthouse is topped with a limestone parapet wall which siteps
wp toward the center front where a cast iron acroterion formed the

. apex, The semicircular portico of the state capitol building

originally had a similer parspet without the acroterion. (Fawards!
Illustrated Report of the Lith Annual Fair of the S5t, Iounis
Apricultural & Mechanical Assnh,, Ste Louis, 1060, p. 238, old
view of the ldssouri Stabte Capitol building. ) ‘

The design of the Moniteau County courthouse apparently continued
$0 be influenced by the design of the state capitol. In the
alterations and enlargements of 1888-1890 by architect J. B. Iegg,
(Jefferson City Tribune, February 27, 1880, p. 6, col. Li) the
¥issours State Capitol building gained a domed roof for its semi~

‘eircular portico and a considerably taller cupola, covered with

an eliptical dome, and a lantern, The parspet wall formerly
rimming the semicircular portico of the state capitol building

was removed in these alterations, {State Historical Society of
Missouri, Cole County Fhotogrsaph File, old view of Jefferson Citys)
After 190 the Moniteau County Courthouse was similarly altered,
(State Historical Society of Missowrd, Yoniteau County Photograph

 File, view dated 190h.) A dome wes added to the portico, and

the stepped parspet wall and acroterion were removed. The height
of the cupola was incressed by the addition of a segmented, dored
roof, topped with what appear to be the same ball and weather
vene arrow which were o the cupola prior to the alteration.

Tn both the original construction and later alterations the state

capitol building manifests the more correctly proportioned rela-
tionships of parts and the lMonitean County Courthouse design
demonstrates a more rustic and later nineteenth century, transi-
tional interpretation of the same idea. The capitol portico

‘colurmn height is approximately /S the diameter of the portico.
~ The HMomiteau County Gourthouse colunn heieht exceeds the Ciameter

of the portico by approximately one half, giving the portico

more vertical proportions than were typically classic., The abacl
of the state capitol columrs were oriented in a line with the
circular cornice vassing over them, The abaci of the lbiiteaun
County Courthouse are all oriented square with the buildluz, as
a result, their corners protrude aviu@rdly under ta2 serd-
circular brick cornice. '
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Technolorical Significance

The construction method employed in the loniteau County Court-
house is notable for the use of an iron plate which passes over
the colurn capitels and carries the inter-—colummar load of the
brick cornice. lMonolithic stone or wood beams, rather than
brick, were the customary materials, for portico cornices.

The Setting

Commercial buildings on the Courthouse Square surrounding the
Monitean County Courthouse are conterporary with the courthouse,
dating from the mid to late nineteenth century. These buildings
are constructed of the same materials as the courthouse--brick,
stone, cast iron, and wood., '

The survival of the original context emhances the significance
of the building as an exarple of an outstate, central lissowr:
county courthouse, set in a typical early nineteenth century
courthouse square tovm plan. This type of town plan has a court-
house square as the hub of commercial activiiy cenvered on a
street grid which becomes more residential in character as one
progresses outward from the courthouse,.

Iater commercial development of California-.did not occur around
the square but on an axis connecting with the Missowri Pacific
Railroad line, located seven blocks south of the square.

Historical Backyround .

The Moniteaun Comnty Court ordered the courthouse to be constructed
early in 1867, and authorized funds in the amount of $35,000 for
the building. (lioniteau Comby Court Record, Book 1, February 22,
1867.) About the same time the local newspaper estimated the

cost of the new courthouse to be between $45,000 and $50,000,
(Centrel Missourian, California, lMissouri, Japwary 12, 1867.)

The building was to replace a 20 year old brick siructure on the
sare site which was sold at auction te . C, Finke for $550,
{Certral liissowrisn, fpril 13, 1867.) The cowrt appointed archi-
tect William Vogdt to superintend tie courthovse construction.
(ionitezu County Court Record, Book 1, February 16, 1367.) Con-
trastors for the construetion of the building were C. R. Underwood
(Ionites County Court Record, April 20, 136%.) and Conn, listed
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es superintendent in the Central Missourian. (California, lo.,
Septerber i, 1867.)

Monitean County was organized Fehruary i, 1845. (Missouri
Historical Review, Vol. 58, October 1963, inside back cover.)
The name Of the county was derived from the French spelling of
the Algonguin Indian word, Manito, meaning spirit., The present
city of California, the county seat, was originally called
Boonsborough, The town was laid out in 1845 on a 50 acre tract
denated by A, T, Byer and his wife. This land was located e
mile west of an older towm named California. In 1846 the post
office at the old town was reloceted at the never towm which
from that time wes known as California., (Missouri Historical
Review, Vol. 58, October 1963, )
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' Edwards! Illustrated Report of the 4th Annual Fair of St.

Louis Agricultural & Mechanical Association, St. Louis:
n, pub., 1860,

- Hamlin, Talbot F. Oreek Revival Architecture in America,

London: Oxford University Press, 1944.

The Illustrated Sketch Book and Directory of Jefferson City

and Cole County., Jefferson City, Mo,: Tribune Printing
Co., 1900, p. 225, =

Jefferson City Tribune, February 27, 1889, p. 6, Col. 4.

Jefferson Enquirer, September 10, 1840, p. 2.

Missouri Historical Review, Vol, 58, October 1963, inside

back cover, . :
Moniteau County Court Record, Book 1.

State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri,
Moniteau County Photograph File.

s, Columbia, Missouri, Cole County Photograph File,
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SEE

I Form 10-3201 UNITED STATE_S DEPARTIENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(Jufy 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MiSSOUI‘i
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
. PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
{Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER __DATE

common: Moniteau County Courthouse Sguare

AMD/OR HISTORIC: -

STREET AND NUM BER:

Public Sguare

CITY OR TOWN:

California

STATE: CODE JCOUNTY: CODE

Missouri 65018 Moniteau

SOURCE:

W.P. Cotton, Jdr., architectural consultant to Missouri State Fark Board

[m:.m: June 1969

CALE: 1/16 inch = 1'O" . :
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UN'TED STATES DECARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE —
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . Missourd
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
_ Yonitean
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP$S USE ONLY
v " (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph} ENTRY NUMBER oaTc |
= [common:  Moniteau Courty Cowrthouse Square
— AND/OR HISTORIC
=
U UMBER:
- Public Square
ICITY OR TOWN:
o . .
‘ California
!— s TATE: _ CODE |COUNTY:
v ) Moniteau
- PHOTO CRED'TW. Philip Cotton, Jr., architectural consuliant to Missauri S'bate
) DATE OF PHoTo: __Tnly 1949 Park Board
L NEGATIVE FILED AT: I*h.ssoun State Pa:ck Board, P.0, Box 176 .
tw i Missouri 65101
T om northt-rest, view to the south~

east, Rear (north) facade at lsft, west sidewall at right., Central window
at second floor level of rear wall is = alleration of the originmal. Ply-
wood structure has recently been placed in front of the rear entrance for
weather protection,







SEE

UNiTEDSTATESDEDARTMENTOF'EHEINTERmR ATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE < . Mirsg !
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY
I Moniteau
_ PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attech to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

jcomMoN: Monfteau County Courthouse Square

TREET AND NUMBER

l___ Public Square

CITY OR TOWN:

_California

INSTRUCTIONS

STATE: . CODE |[COUNTY: CODE

souri 65018

FHOTO CREDIT: 1

DATE oF PHoTo:  July., 1969 Park Board |

Necative mLEp aT: Migsouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176

The courthouse from southeast, view to the north-
west, South (front) facade with semicircular portico surmounted by hemi-
spherical dome. Column capitals and bases, and the modillioned cornice
are cast iron, Peaked dome octapgonal cupola is a replacement of an ear-
lier low-pitched peaked roof.
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