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The New York Life Building at the corner of Wall and Ninth Streets in 

Kansas City, Missouri is a large stone and brick building of Neo- 

Renaissance design built between 1887 and 1890. It is an H plan 

structure possessing two ten story arms linked together by a tv/elve 

story square tower. A classical facade design is applied to its 

south and west street elevations, while the north and east inner 

block sides remain unadorned.

EXTERIOR

The south facade of the New York Life Building is visually divided 

into a series of several major horizontal sections. The first two 

stories constitute the first of these sections. They are faced with 

ranged brownstone ashlar and cut by five arches, each thirty-three 

feet high. The central arch is the widest of the five and serves as 

the main entrance. Inside of the central arch are two polished gra 

nite monolithic columns of the Doric order. They rest on pedestals 

of Worcester granite and support a brownstone transom beam upon which 

appears "The New York Life Insurance Company." The semi-circular 

transom is fitted with a wrought iron grille.

The remaining four arches symmetrically flank the entrance, two to 

each side, and serve as frames for the first and second story window 

spaces.

The third story elevation of the south facade is purely transitional 

in design. Like the two floors below it, it is faced with brownstone 

and visually divided into five verticle areas. Over the central 

entrance is an open roof with a stone screen wall in front to soften 

the transition. To each side of the screen are two pairs of simple 

rectangular windows arranged directly over the windows of the lower 

levels. The window motif is repeated on the face of the tower wall.

The brownstone facing terminates at the fourth floor with a string 

course of that material, and the remainder of the building is common 

bond brick with quoins of brick and terra cotta to strengthen the 

corners. The fourth to seventh floors of the structure constitute 

the next horizontal section. It consists of five arches arranged in 

line with the arches at the lower levels, one on the tower elevation 

with two to each side on the arm facades. -The arches are four stories 

high and encompass a series of window pairs identicle to those of the 

third story. A band of terra cotta ornament separates the sixth and 

seventh floors, while a terra cotta string-course terminates the 

section.
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The next two floors make up the fourth architectural segment. 

Four two-story arches extend across the facade of each arm, each 

arch framing two windows placed one above the other. At this 

level the tower no longer repeats the fenestration of the arms, 

but only reflects it with two small windows in the center of the 

tower's eighth and ninth floors.

The fenestration of the arms ends with a series of eight small 

windows, four to either arm, which are placed directly above the 

line of lower windows and alternated with large circular terra 

cotta ornaments. The building terminates in a terra cotta archi 

trave-cornice topped with antifixae.

The elevation of the west facade identically repeats the design 

of the south in eight verticle sections. The north and east sides 

are devoid of any ornamentation.

The tower above the roof line is broken on all four sides by three 

arch-framed windows. Above them is a terra cotta string-course 

which forms the base of three rectangular openings on each of the 

four sides. Each void is filled with a single, smooth, Ionic 

column. The tower is capped with a hip roof and finial reaching 

a total height of 210 feet.

Centered over the main entrance of Ninth Street is a sculpture of 

an eagle with outstretched wings, protecting her young from a large 

snake. The group is cast of one piece of bronze and weighs two 

tons. The eagle's wings measure twelve feet from tip to tip. 

(The Kansas City Star. Wednesday, February 25, 1891.)

INTERIOR

The interior of the building is characterized by an entrance 

vestibule, main lobby and offices on the ground level with secon 

dary lobbies and office space on the upper floors. The vestibule 

is on a level with the sidewalk and has floors of red Vermont 

marble and walls of pink Tennessee marble. Seven marble steps 

lead up to the main lobby located in the central tower area. The 

lobby floors are a rich mosaic tile and the walls are again pink
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marble. The room is covered with a barrel-vaulted ceiling of 

pressed metal and contains four elevators, toy; to each side of 

the room. The woodwork throughout the building, including doors, 

window sashes, door trims and cabinet work is cherry.

This description of the physical appearance of the building is 

based on the data included in a field report by K.E. Coombs, 

received May 1, 1970 and filed at the central office of the 

Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 1?6, 120^ Jefferson Building, 

Jefferson City, Missouri 65101.
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The Hew York Life Company's Building in Kansas City is significant 

architecturally and historically as a fine example of fashionable 

American architecture of the l880's and as a superb manifestation 

of a particular period in the growth of Kansas City. Its signifi 

cance is heightened by the fact that it was designed by the famous 

New York architectural firm, McKioi, Mead & White whose practice is 

recognized as one of the Bain influencial forces in the United 

States' architecture of the turn of the century. (J.M. Richards. 

An Introduction to Modern Architecture. Baltimore: Penguin Books, 

1962D Of sirailar artistic importance is the bronze sculpture of 

the eagle over the building's main entrance oa Ninth Street, for 

it was produced in the.studio of the popular American sculptor, 

Augustus Saint-Gaudens. (G.C. Mitchell. There Is No Limit. 

Kansas City: Brown-White Company, 1931*.)

The construction site for the building, a 160 x 120 foot plot on 

the corner of Ninth and what was then Amarette Streets, was pur 

chased on Tuesday, December 13, 1886 for £373i000.00. It was the 

largest real estate transfer ever made in Kansas City to that date 

and was procured with the first New York capital to be invested 

in the city. (The Kansas City Journal. Tuesday, December lA, 1886.) 

Construction began early in January, 188? and was terminated in 1890. 

When completed at the cost of $1,000,000.00, it was the largest and 

tallest office building in Kansas City.

The New York Life Building is an exemplary product of one of the 

major high points in the development of Kansas City. Throughout 

the l880's the metropolis experienced unpresidented growth and 

prosperity in trade, production, industry, population, and real 

estate transfers. This rapid growth was sustained by a corres 

ponding pecuniary increase as is evident in the transactions of 

Kansas City's clearing house, which from 820^,333,1^ during the 

year ending June 30, 1885, increased to $353,895,458 during the 

year ending June 30, 188?. In 188? Kansas City also passed New 

Orleans in the magnitude of her clearings and took rank as the 

tenth city in the nation in that respect. (W. Griffith. History 

of Kansas City. Kansas City: Hiidson-Kimberly Publishing Co., 1900.)
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All this successful activity attracted very wide attention to 

Kansas City as an area of great potential, and money was sent 

for investment from all parts of the country, especially the 

East. The New York Life Building stands an one of the ear 

liest manifestations of this state of prosperity, for it was 

built by an eastern insurance company in hopes of making a 

profit on Kansas City's rapid growth and gaining an early 

stronghold in a city that it felt "was to be the future center 

of western commerce." (The Kansas City Star. December 1J5, 1886),

Of more current importance is the structure's contribution to 

the present urban fabric of the central business district of 

Kansas City. The location of the building at the foot of 

Baltimore Avenue, positioned slightly to the right of center, 

forms a visual terminal and center of attention for activity 

up Baltimore, yet subtly and beautifully announces the fact 

that Baltimore does not end at Ninth, but jumps to the west. 

Because of its tower the building dominates a vista of more 

than a mile, and forms a center of attention for Ninth Street, 

from Main Street to Central Avenue. (The need for the preser 

vation of Kansas City's architectural heritage; a statement by 

the Historical Buildings Committee of the Kansas City Chapter 

of the American Institute of Architects.)
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ENTRY NUMBER

"SB 'OCATION ' ~

u
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H

Z

UJ 

UJ

TREET AND NUMBER:

-BO-West-Kinth Street
CITY OR TOWN:

____Kansas City•

Missouri
PHOTQ REFERENCE

?k Jackson 95

PHOTO CREDIT: J} _ J, . V/alker

April 3, 1^70, 9:00 AM

TSENTinCATION

Main entrance of the south facade; view from the south facing north,
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or tnc/o^e with photograph)
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_ .JaoI'SSJl.
FOR NP5 USE ONLY

IDENTIFICATION

F.LED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 1?6

Jefferson Buildirg. Jefferson City. Hisnouri 6^101_____

BE V1CW. DIRECTION, ETC.

East Hide of the New lork Life Building; view fro;n the northeast facing 

the southwest.
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all en fries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

NAME

''.Jest ninth Street Building
IAND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

Nev; York life Bin'.], din?;

CITY OR TOWN:

____Kansas City

20 West Ninth Street

Missouri
[——;————I———————————————————.V^-'^'..V~/ -——————————————————————————— —————————————

j^J-HOTO REFERENCE _ _ __________

Jackson
FOR UPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

Jackson

PHOT O CREDIT: R.L. Walker

LU 

UJ

April ?, 1970, 8:00 AK
L FILED AT: Hisuouri Rt^tc Park Board, P.O. Box 1?S

______l?0k .Jsfie^nn. Jui] rti.n^. JeffcrKon ._Cit.y... K-iasouri 6^101

H EC Tl ON. ETC.

West side of the New York Life Building; view from the northwest facing 

the southeast*
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__Missouri __
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_ FOR NP* U!E ONLY

ENTRY NUMUER GATE

woat Ninth Street

H- [2-_LOCATriCM _"

oxic, Mew York Life Building

_
STREET AND NUMBER:

_____ 20 West Minth Street
TOWN:

.Kansas _.

m

L1J

c——————
p. PHOTO RCfERENCE

Jackson

PHOTO CREOI-

ATE OF PHOTO: :OS AH

41 IDENTIFICATION

.._____ State Park Board, P.O. Box l?o
1204 Jefferson EuildinT, Jefferson City, Hissouri 65101

North side of the New York Life Building; view fron the north facing 

south.





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL f'AKK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC Pl.ACF.S 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - fitfacli to or enclose with pliotogrttph)

__ Jackson___
FOR NPS USE OtlLY I

LU

UJ

20 '.vest i.'inth Street

Kansas City

Missouri
.' PHOTO REFERENCE

OTO CREDr 3.L. V.'alker

4'. IDENTIFICATION

AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 1?6

l?0't- Jefferaon Building, Jefferson City. Missouri 6=5101.

Photocopy of an old viev.1 of the south facade of the Mew York Life 

Building; viev/ from the south facing north.



old New York Life
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH TO

(Type jl! entries - attach to or enc/osc v,
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Jackson

RM FOR NPS USE ONLY

COMMON: go V/est Mintli Street Buildinr;
AND/OR HISTORIC: Kew York I,ife Builcliiw;

.OCATION

20 V/est ^inth Street

Kansas Citv
STATC:

....... Kisfiouri
HOTO REFEREHCE

CODE COUKTY: CODE

?4 Jackson 9^

PHOTO CREDIT: shsi]a Hannah

DATE: OF PHOTO: Anril 21, 1970

^EOAIWE FILED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 1?6

Di'NTIFICATION

DFSCKIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

Photocopy of the bronze eagle over the main entrance of the New York 

Life Building; view from the south facing north. Copied fron G. C. 

Mitohell's There IB No Limit. Kansas City: Brown-V/hi te Co., 193^ •




