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F o r t  Davidson is l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Clark National  Fores t  a t  P i l o t  
Knob, Siissouri.  The f o r t  was o r i g i n a l l y  pro tec ted  by a n ine  
foo t  ear then  wal l ,  surrounded by a moat. Today, the  w a l l  is about 
f i v e  f e e t  high and t h e  moat is overgrown w i t h  shrubs  and t r e e s .  

The f o r t  still r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  hexagonal ou t l ine .  The dia-  
meter is 200 f e e t  a s  measured from t h e  i n s i d e  base o f  t h e  nor th  w a l l  
t o  t h e  i n s i d e  base o f  t h e  south  wall.  The oval  c r a t e r  wi th in  the  
w a l l s  is 50 f e e t  wide and 100 f e e t  lonz. This  depressed a r e a  was 
formed by t h e  explosion of t h e  powder magazine on September 27, 1864. 

I n  1864, F o r t  aavidson guarded the  northern approach t o  t h e  Arcadia 
Valley which w a s  surrounded by mountains 600 f e e t  i n  he ight .  The 
f o r t  s tood 300 yards  from the  base of F i l o t  Knob b:ountain and 1,000 
yards from t h e  gap b e t w e n  Shepherd's and P i l o t  )hob Kountains. 
(Richard S. Brownlee, S t a t e  o f  l.Iissouri, O f f i c i a l  ialanual, 1961-62, 
p. 17.) 

The r i f l e  pa rape t s  s tood  n ine  f e e t  above the  p l a i n  and allowed a 
c l e a r  view i n  each d i r ec t ion .  The dry moat surrounding the  f o r t  
w a s  seven f e e t  deep and t e n  f e e t  wide. Cannon were mounted on the  
parapet  on wooden b a t t e r y  platforms.  (a ichard  S. Brownlee, S t a t e  - 
of  i . i issouri,  O f f i c i a l  ;4anual, 1961-62, p. 18.) 

"The only  s h e l l  proof s t r u c t u r e  wi th in  t h e  f o r t  was a  deep, ear th-  
covered powder magazine." The defea t  of For t  Davidson was only a  
mat ter  o f  t i m e  when proper  a r t i l l e r y  was mounted a g a i n s t  it. Beinc 
a c i r c u l a r  t a r g e t ,  t h e  f o r t  would have t o  sur render  a s  soon as t h e  
enemy mounted t h e i r  a r t i l l e r y  on the  mountains and from t h i s  vantage 
p o i n t ,  t r a i n e d  down on its walls .  (Richard S.  Brownlee, S t a t e  o f  
Missouri ,  O f f i c i a l  l ianual, 1961-62, p. 18.) 
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For t  Davidson is s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  scene o f  t h e  C i v i l  :Jar B a t t l e  
of F i l o t  Knob which took, p lace  on September 27, 1864. K ~ i s  b a t t l e  
was tine turn ing  poin t  o f  Confederate 'iajor-General S t e r l i n g  P r i c e ' s  
campaign i n  Missouri. Because of P r i c e ' s  d e f e a t ,  he  w a s  unable t o  
accomplish any s i g n i f i c a n t  m i l i t a r y  ob jec t ives  i n  1:issouri and 
was gradual ly  forced i n t o  a  defensive p o s i t i o n  by t h e  Union forces.  

The f o r t  was cons t ruc ted  i n  1863 by ,General J.iJ. i)avidson, a 
commander of t h e  Southeast  Missouri D i s t r i c t .  ( S t a t e  B i s t o r i c a l  
Soc ie ty  o f  l~: issouri ,  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  F i l e :  I r o n  County.) The 
f o r t  is s i t u a t e d  on a  l e v e l  p l a i n  near  P i l o t  Knob, i l i s sour i  and 
is enc i rc l ed  by mountains 600' i n  he ight .  The hexagopal shaped 
f o r t  had ear then  wal ls  9' h i sh  which allowed a  c l e a r  f i e l d  o f  
f i r e  i n  each d i r e c t i o n  f o r  about 900 yards. It w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  
planned as one of t h r e e  f o r t s .  t h e  o t h e r  two being on t h e  sur-  " 
rounciing mountains; but  these  were never constructed.  (x ichard  
S. Brownlee, S t a t e  of Eiissouri, O f f i c i a l  Ibianual, 1961-62, pp.17, 
18.) 

In  t h e  f a l l  of 1864, Confederate fo rces  were on t h e  defensive. 
Chances of Confederate v i c t o r y  a1;peared s l i m  except i n  t h e  t rans-  
K i s s i s s i p p i  region  where r e l a t i v e l y  few Union t roops  were gar- 
r isoned.  (Cyrus Feterson and Joseph i4ills Hanson, P i l o t  Knob, 
The Therrnopylae of t h e  :Jest, 1914, p. 24.) P r i c e ' s  army, com- 
posed of t h r e e  caval ry  d i v i s i o n s ,  numbered approximately 9,000 
men. "Most of the  t rooper s  wore only s h i r t s  and pants ,  s t a i n e d  
a  grey-yellow with bu t t e rnu t  dye, and over h a l f  of them were bare- 
foot .  ... They had been hardened i n  the  f i e r c e  f i r e s  of war and 
only t h e  couraseous and t h e  s t r o n g e s t  phys ica l ly  were l e f t . "  Cnce 
t h e  arms entered  :v:issouri. t he  men were t o  l i v e  o f f  t h e  land. - 
(Xichard S. Brownlee, S t a t e  of i i s s o u r i ,  O f f i c i a l  Kanual, 1961-62, 
PP. 9,  11, 12 ,  25.) 
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FORT DIWIDSON 

Price planned t o  a t tack  St .  Louis, but because he received ewg- 
gerated reports  of the troop strength tinere, he decided t o  mwe 
\"Jest and take the eas ie r  t a rge t  of Por t  Davidson. He blew tine 
f o r t h a d  a. small defending force, and he could cut  off reinforce- 
ments by des-troytng the Iron 1'ouni;ain R & R. Also, an easy vic- 
t o ry  ~rould provide a needed ?.orale boost for  h i s  am troops. 
( ~ i c h a r d  S. Sror.mlee, Sta.te --- or̂  ?.'&souri, Off ic ia l  pbnual, 1961- 
62, P. 15.) 

Union off icers ,  Brigadier Genoral Tnovas &.ring and Colonel Tnor,ms 
C. Fle tcher  were sent  out from St. Louis t o  the f o r t  t o  ascer- 
t a i n  the troop movemnts of the  Confederates. !?nen the arniywas 
discovered, hurr ied preparations were mde by t h e  Union troops 
who numbered approximately 1,000. (Richard S. Brownlee, S ta te  -- 
o f  I~iis souri ,  Of f i c i a l  :,hnual, 1961-62, p. U!, 21. ) - 
The b a t t l e  began a t  2:00 on the afternoon of Septeniber 27, 1861,. 
The Confederates planned an inmediate f r o n t a l  assault .  Price 
refused t o  delay an addi t iona l  2h hours u n t i l  a r t i l l e r y  could 
be set up on the mountaim during the  night. Tnis proved t o  be 
a grave e r ro r  because the  f o r t  r.rould have been forced t o  sur- 
render with Confederate a r t i l l e r y  overloo!ting its walls.  A s  it 
happened, the  Union a r t i l l e r y  and riflemen commanded the  p l a in  
and the  Confederates were easy targets.  Pr ice 's  an%. advanced 
t o  within t h i r t y  yards of t h e  f o r t  before the charge f a l t e r ed  
and f e l l  back. A s  the  army retreated,  the  Union riflemen in- 
flicted t h e i r  g rea t e s t  damage by shouting the f leeing E n  in the 
back. "In trienty minutes S te r l ing  Pr ice  had over a thousand of- 
f i ce r s  and men k i l l e d  and urounded." (Richard S. Brownlee, S2.a 
of Nissouri, O f f i c i a l  sknual, 1961-62, pp. 23, 27. ) 

Ewing l o s t  75 men and determined Do evacuate .the f o r t  t ha t  night 
because he lcnerr the  Coufederates would have a r t i l l e r y  on the  moun- 
ta ins  before %ornine;. A t  midnight, Biini: and h i s  men muffled the 
wagon wheels and horses1 hooves with burlap sacks, l e f t  the f a r t  
and passed sa fe ly  through Cne Confederate l i nes  heading north on 
the Potosi  Road. (Richard S. Brownlee, State  of ifissoori, Off ic ia l  - 
Manual, 1961-62, pp. 29, 30.) -- 
Tnis dereat  was a  rea at blow t o  the Confederate cause. The b a t t l e  
delayed Price  and provide3 the time ?or St,. Louis an? Jefferson 
City  to be reinforced. T ! ~ i s  fo i led  Pr ice ' s  plans f o r  a quick 
victory i n  Hissouri. 



1. Brownlee, -t ichard S. "The B a t t l e  of l i l o t  Knob," S t a t e  of 
K i s sour i ,  J f f i c i a l  Hanual, 'Warren i. Bearnes, S e c r e t a r y  
of  S t a t e ,  S t a t e  Cap i to l ,  J e f f e r s o n  X t y ,  i d s s o u r i ,  1961-62. 

2. Hanson, Jose:,h iiills and Cyrus Peterson.  P i l o t  Knob, The 
Thermop:rlae o f  t h e  blest. New York: The ETeale Publ i sh ing  
Company, 1914. 
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