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1. Name of Propert)'

hislOnc namc Rolla Ranger SI:oI,ion HislOrlc DistrKl _

OIhc:rnamcslsitenumbc:r __N/A _

2. Location

Streel &. oomber _Bridge School Road 100 Killgshighwly (US 66) 1101 for publicalion _N/A _

elly or !Own Rolla vicinily _N/A _

Slale Missouri code _MO

3. S«atelFederal Agency Certificalion

counl)' ~Phclps "do 161 tip code _65401~

As lhe designaled authority under the Nalional HislOrie Preservalion Act of 1986. as amcooed, I hereby eenify thaI lhis __ oomination__ request for determinalion
of cligibilily meelS lhe dOCUluelllaliOll standards for registering propel1ies in lhe National RegiSler of HiSlOric Places and meets lhe procedural and professional
requirements sel fOl1h in 36 CFR Pan 60. In nlY opinion. Ihe propeny __ meets __ does 1101 meellhe Nalional RegiSler Crileria. I recommend thaI this propeny
be considered significanr _ nalionally _ slatewide _locally. ( See continuation sheet for addilional comments.)

Signalurc of commcnting or othcr 0 ICtalrritlc Claire F. BlackwelilDepUlY SHPO

Signature of cenifying official

Slalc or Federal agency and bureau

Date

,_ See continualion sheet for addilional COntmenlS.}

;Z~~sf. of
Datc

Missouri DCPilrlDlClil ofNmural Rcsources
Statc or Federal agency and burcau

4. National Park Service Ctrlil'icalioll

l. hereby cenify thaI thiS propeny is:
__ entered in the Naliotul Regisler

See continualion shee!,
__ delermined eliGible for the

Nalional Regi~ler

See cOlllinua,ion sheet.
__ determllled 001 eligible for Ihe

Nalional RegiSler
__ removed from the Nalional Register _

__ olller (uplain): _

Signalure of Keeper Dale or AClion



_Rolla Ranger Sl3lion Hisloric DislriC" _
Name of Propeny

5. Classification

Ownership of ProperlJ (Check as man~' boxes as applJ)

private
publi~-local

_ public,Slllle
_X_ public·Federal

Nwnber of Resources ..ithiD Properly
{Do I10t include previously lined resourees in lhe ~ount).

]helps Count)', Missouri_
COUlll}' and Stale

Calegor)" of ProperlJ (Check onlJ one bo;'()

_ building(s)
X dislrict

sill'
Stru~lUre

_object

Conlriooting

-'­_0_
_0_
_0_

-'-

Noncontributing
_1_ buildings
_0_ sites
_0_ stm~lUres

_0_ obje~lS

I Total

Number of contribuling resoun:es previously listed in lhe National
Register __NIA__

Name of related multiple: property listing (Enter ·N/A· if property is I10t part of I multiple property listing.)

_Hisloric and An:hilectural Resources of Ihe Mark Twain National Foresl_

6. Function or Use

Historic Fun~lions (Enler ~ategorjes from instm~tions)

GOVERNMENT
_DOMESTIC

DOMESTIC

government office
single dwdling
secondary suucrure

Current Functions (Enter categories from insuuclions)
GOVERNMENT Jovemmentoffice
DOMESTIC single dwelling

_DOMESTIC secondary SlmClUre

7. Description

ArcltilKlural Classification (Enter categories from instNctions)

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS_
IColonial Revival

Materials (Enter calegories from inslructions)

foWKlation
'OO[
walls

other

_Conerele
j.sphzll
_Stonellimestone
_Wood

Wood

Narrative Description
(Describe lhe historic and current cOrldition of lhe propcny on one or more contirluation sheets.)



_Rolla Ranger Sucion Hisloric Districl__
Name of Propeny

8. SCatemenl of Significance

_Phelps Counl)'. Missouri_
Counl)' and Sute

Applicable Natiom.1 Register Crileria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for Iile crileria qualifying Iile property
for Nalional Registcr Iisling)

_x_A Properl)' is associaled wilil events lilal have made
a significant conlribUlion to the broad paRentS of
our history.

Areas of Significana
(Enter categories from inSlf\lClions).

CONSERVATION
ARCHITECTURE
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

B Property is associaled with the livcs of persons
signifJCmt in our ~$t.

Property embodies the dislinclive ChataClermiC5
of a Iype. period. or method of cOOSlf\lction or
represents me wOfk of a master, or possesses
high artiSlic values, or represents a significanl and
distinguiShable enli!)' whose components lack
individual dislinclion.

D Property bas yielded. or is likely to yield
informalion imponanl in prehislOry or hislOry.

Period of Signiflcancc
1937· 1950

Significant Dales
1937-1938

Criteri:a Considerations
(Mark "X· in all the bollCS Wt apply.)

A owned by a religious inslilUlion or used for
religious purposes.

Sil:nirkant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is 1TI.Ir'l.c:d above)
_NfA' _

Cullural Afnliation
NfA

B removed from its original location.

C a binhplace or a grave.

E a =:oflsu'uc!ed building, Objecl, or SU\lcture.

D a cemelery.
ArchllecllBuilder

_ ArchilectlUnknown,,,~"'~"''''__
_Builder/Civilian Conservation Corps_

F a commemonlive properl)'.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved signifICance
within the paSI 50 years.

Narrath'e Stalement of Significance
(Explain me significance of me property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibli0l:r2phical References

(Cife the books, articles. and other sourees used in preparing this form on one or more continuation shCClS.)

Previous documenulion on file (NPSI
_ preliminary decerminalion of individual liSling (36 CFR 67) has b«n

requeSled.
previously listed in the National Register=previously delennined eligible by lhe Nalional RegiSler
designaled a National Historic Landmark

- recorded by HislOriC Ameru:an Buildings Survey "i====_
recorded by HislOric American Engineering Record ,

Primary Location of Addiliom.1 Dau
SUle HiSlOrie Preservation OffICe

_ Olher Slale agency
_Jl_ Federal agency
_ Local governmenl

University
Olher

N~me of repository: _Headquarters, Mark Twain National Foresl. Rolla. Missouri_



_Rolla Ranfer Stiltion Hiswrie Districl__
~ame of ProP::/l}'

10, Geol:,raphical Data

Acreage of Propert)' _10 acres_

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

ZOlle Easting Nonhillg Zone Easling Nonhing

15 606265 4199995 3 IS 606405 4199825

2 15 606385 420045_ 4 15 606265 4199805

See conlilllJaLion sheet.

Vubal BoWldlll'J" IHscriplion
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

_Phelps Count)', Missouri_
Count)' and Slate

USGS quad map: Rolla, Missouri

Boundal'J" Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a conLinuuion sheet.)

n. Fonn Prepared By

name/litle_Philip Thonasonrrereu Oouglass _

organiullion_Thomason& Associates, --'date_May, 2000, _

street & number~P.O. Bo~ 12122S, -'telephone_(6IS)38S-4960 _

cil)' or lown Nashville

Addiliorulll Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheet.s

Slate TN zip code _37212

Maps'
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indteating !he property's loa.tion.

A sketch map for hisloric districlS and propenies having large acreage or numerous resourceS.

Photograph'>

Representalive black and while photograph'> of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additio~1 items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item al the request of the SHPO or FPC.)

~=----------------------

sm:et & number -'tekphone _

cil)' or lOwn -'State__ zip Code _

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate propcnies for listing
or determine eligibilil)' for li5Iing, to list properties. and to amend ellisting listings. Response 10 this request is n:quired to obtain a benefit in accordance with the
National Historic Preservation Act. as amended 116 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public n:poning burden for this form is estimated 10 average 18.1 hours per n:sponse including the lime for reviewing insnuclions,
gathering and maintaining data. and completing and n:viewing the fonn. Direct commen15 regarding this burden eSlimale or any aspect of this form 10 the Chief.
Administrative Services Division. National Park Service, P.O. BOll 37127, Washington, DC 20013·7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork
Reductions Project (1024-O(18), Washington, DC 20503.
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The Rolla Ranger Station HislOric DistricI is located near Rolla (1990 pop. 13,303) in Phelps County. Missouri. Rolla is the county
seat of Phelps CounlY which is located wimin the central section of the state. The Ranger station is located southwest of Rolla's city
limits at the intersection of Bridge School Road and Kingshighway (U.S. 66). To the east, nonh, and west of the complex are
commercial buildings and struCtures. To the south is a steep hillside and woodlands. The district is located on rolling terrain
approxjmately 1.000 feet above sea level.

The Rolla Ranger Station Historic District is composed of five frame and limeslOne buildings constructed by Ihe Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCq during 1937 and 1938. under me supervision of a Works Progress Administration (WPA) project. The complex includes
a ranger's office, dwelling, garage, warehouse and oil house. Primary facades of the dwelling and the office face nonh. These two
buildings are connected by a concrete walkway which also connects Ihe buildings 10 a rear parking lot. Southwest of the dwelling is
the garage; and south of me office and dwelling are a warehouse and oil house. Both of these secondary structures are presently used
for storage purposes. The primary facade of the oil house faces nonh; and Ihe primary facade of the warehouse faces west. West of
the warehouse is a non-contributing building built to house offices of the Rolla Chamber of Commerce and a visitor center in 1995.

The Rolla Ranger Station Historic District is representative of the Administralive Sites propeny type in Ihe Mark Twain National
Forest. The historic district contains buildings designed in standardized plans which were utilized in the construction of the
Administrative Sites throughout the National Forest during me 1930s. The mosl unifying characteristic of the district is its construction
materials. All five contributing buildings are of frame construction with IimeslOne veneer exteriors. Exteriors are identical and are
of rock faced broken course or random ashlar CUi stone wilh deep mortar joints. The exterior stonework is in excellent condition
and displays its original craftsmanship.

In addition to Ihe buildings, a landscape plan was developed for the Rolla Ranger Stalion. Lawns were plated on the hillside in front
of the dwelling and office facing U.S. 66. A driveway from Bridge School Road led to parking areas at the rear of the office and
dwelling, and on 10 the service area at the rear. Existing trees were retained and open meadows between the buildings were created.
In front of both the dwelling and office. native shrubs and other plants were added. This landscape plan has been continually cared
for and maintained in recent decades, and contributes 10 the appearance of the station.

!l\'DIVlDUAL PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS

1. Ranl!.er's Office - This is a one and one-half story frame and limeslOne building with a poured concrele foundation. This
building reflects the Colonial Revival style of the 1930s in its overall plan and design. At the primary entrance is an original
nine-light glass and wood door. The main facade has a one-slOry cemral projecting bay with a gabled roof which contains
the primary entrance. There are boxed cornices at the roonine, a gable roof with asphalt shingles, and a central interior stone
chimney. Windows are of original eight-over-eighl and six-over-six wood sash design. At the west facade is a secondary
entrance with a ca. 1970 single-light glass and steel door. Windows and doors retain original wood lintels; and windows
retain original concrete sills. In the gables are paired six-over-six wood sash windows with concrete sills and wood linlels.
A concrete walkway connects the office to the ranger's dwelling which is located approximately fifty yards west of the office.
Primary facade stone steps have been altered with an added cement cap. A concrete handicap ramp has been added to the
west elevation. An original concrele walkway on the east elevation connects the dwelling with the parking lot.
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The interior of the office retains its original floor plan and layout, as well as original knolly pine paneled walls and oak panel
doors. Acoustic ceiling tiles and fluorescent lighting have been installed, and the wood floors have added carpeting. The
bathroom, located on the first floor. has an added linoleum floor and replacement fixtures. An original staircase leads to the
upper half-stol)' which retains original wall paneling and a frame balumade at the head of the stairs. The half-stol)' retains
original open floor space arrangement and hand-crafted wood cabinets with original metal hinges and latches. (Contributing)

2. Ranger's Dwelling - This is a one-and-one-halfstol)' Colonial Revival influenced limestone and frame dwelling. The dwelling
has a poured concrete foundation, gable roof of asphalt shingles, and interior and exterior end stone chimneys. At the
primary entrance is a ca. 1970 nine-light glass and wood door with a wood lintel that reflects the original door design. There
is a replaced, panial-width, incised porch on the main facade with a shed roof supported by square wood columns. Windows
are of original six-over-six wood sash design with wood Iimels and concrete sills. At the roofline is a hipped donner with
three six-over-six original wood sash windows. At the roofline are boxed cornices, gable returns and louvered ventS with
concrete sills in the gable ends. The from dormer retains original weatherboard siding. At the west facade is a ca. 1970 shed
roof wing addition with masonite siding, a ca. 1970 door, and six-over-six wood sash windows. Leading to a secondal)'
entrance on the west elevation is a ca. 1994 frame deck and staircase. At the south facade is a Ca. 1970 shed roof rear
dormer with a two-over-two horizomal sash wood window and exterior masonite siding. At the southwest comer of the
building is a sunken concrete exterior wall staircase that leads to the basement. The basement has an original four-panel wood
door. Basement windows are original fixed three-vertical light design.

The interior of the dwelling has wood floors with added carpet, vertical panel wood walls, and added sheetrock ceilings. The
living room is the only room with paneled wood walls. The rest of the interior has sheetrock walls except for the ca. 1970
side wing, which has veneer paneling. The original staircase is intact with a milled newel post and balusters. The imerior
retains original four-panel wood doors, and the living room mantel is imact and has a stone surround. (Contributing)

3. Garage· This is a one-Stol)', two-bay, frame and limestone garage with a poured concrete foundation and a concrete slab
floor. Garage bay doors were replaced ca. 1970 with aluminum and steel overhead track doors. There is a steel ca. 1970
door with an original wood lintel at the comer of the east facade. Windows are original six-over-six wood sash design with
original wood lintels and concrete sills. The garage has a gable roof of asphalt shingles, boxed cornices, and arched louvered
vents with concrele sills in the gable ends.

The garage interior has an original poured concrete floor and ca. 1994 walls and ceiling of pressboard. The imerior has been
subdivided into two storage spaces with an added ca. 1994 interior wall. (Contributing)

4. Warehouse - South of the ranger's office, dwelling and garage is a one-and-one-half stol)' frame and limestone rectangular
plan warehouse. The warehouse has a poured concrele foundalion, concrete slab floor, gable roof with asphalt shingles, five
garage bays, and a single-door entrance on the primary (west) facade. Original double doors of vertical panel and diagonal
bracing design and original metal hinges have been retained at each garage bay. The single-door entl)' at the northwest
comer also displays original vertical wood panel, diagonal bracing design with an original wood lintel. Knee brace brackets
suppan a full-width shed. IOngue-in-groove awning over the primary facade with exposed eave rafters. There is a gable
dormer at the roofline with weatherboard siding and a fixed nine-light original window. First floor windows are of original
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six-Iighl, sliding track design with wood lintels and concrete sills. Gable ends have louvered wood vents with wood lintels
and concrete sills. The interior open space has been rClained.

The warehouse interior relains ilS original poured concrete floor and frame ceiling with exposed rafters. The interior is
subdivided into two garage bays and has a small bathroom in the northeast comer. Connecting Ihe two interior bays is an
original paneled wood door, and on the north wall of the interior wall is a frame staircase leading to the slOrtige loft. The
imerior walls have been covered with pressboard. (Comributing)

5. Oil House - Adjacent to the warehouse is a one-story frame and limestone building with a poured concrete foundalion and
gable roof of asphall shingles. There is an original double door entry ofvenical board, diagonal bracing design wilh original
mela! hinges and a wood lime!. There is no mher feneslration. The building has exposed eave rafters. An original eleclrical
light fixture remains in place over the entrance. The interior of the oil house has added ca. 1994 particle board walls and
dropped ceiling. The building retains its original poured concrete floor. (Contributing)

6. Chamber of CommercelVisilOr's Center - One-slory frame building conslructed in 1995. (Non-comributing)
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Statement of Significance

The Rolla Ranger Station Historic District is representative of the Administrative Sites propeny type, and is included as pan of the
Mulliple Propen:y Documentation Form MHistoric and Architectural Resources of the Mark Twain National Forest. - The Rolla Ranger
Station Historic District is significant under Criterion A for its association with the USDA Forest Service and Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) of the 1930s. The district is reflective of the federal government's approach to forest resource management and
conservation during the Depression. The district is also significant under Criterion C as an example of the Forest Service's emphasis
on -rustic- architectural designs of the period. The district represents the Forest Service's intem to integrate public facilities in a
natural environmem without detracting from the beamy of the surrounding fores!. The district retains all of its original buildings and
few major alterations or changes have occurred to the district's buildings. The district possesses its integrity of site and location and
continued to be used as a Ranger Station for the Mark Twain National Forest until January of 1994.

The Rolla Ranger Station Historic District is also representative of the Administrative Sites propeny type in the Mark Twain National
Forest. The buildings within the district meet registration requiremems of this propeny type through their physical characteristics and
associative qualities. The buildings are of native Stone construction and have gable roofs, multi-light windows, and use local materials
in their landscaping and physicallayou!. The district also meets registration requirements through its association with New Deal relief
programs and the establishment and expansion of the USDA Forest Service. The buildings within the district retain their original
architectural design and integrity, and the district's natural setting remains intact. The frame Chamber of Commerce building built
in 1995 was sited at the rear of the garage, and it does nor substantially detract from the district's overall character.

Historical Background

The Mark Twain National Forest, Missouri's only national forest. was created during the early 1930s and is presently viewed by the
Forest Service as a ~recovering forest. - By the time that the Mark Twain National Forest was established, the area barely supponed
its impoveriShed population which continued to fann exhausted lands. Effons were underway in 1931 to correct previous land abuse
by establishing a National Forest in Missouri. A law passed in 1933 creared the Mark Twain and a preliminary examination of the
Ozark region was initiated by Forest Service personnel. Emphasis of the study was placed upon the protection and rehabilitation of
forcst resources with hopes of re-establishing timber productivity. 11 was also during this period of time that provisions were set aside
for developing recreational sites within the newly created forest system.

Establishment of the USDA Foresl Service in Missouri coincided with the Great Depression and federal relief. The 1930s was also
a time in which the nation faced the consequences of exploitation of its natural resources. Land-use ethics governed by economic self­
interests resulted in soil exhauslion, diminishing forests and over-grazed grasslands. In response to the problems of unemployment
and loss of natural resources, President Franklin D. Roosevelt set up a series of federal programs which were collectively known as
"the New Deal." Roosevelt's first New Deal act, the Emergency Work Program, also known as the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC), addressed the problems of America's unemployed youth and rapidly diminishing natural resources. As one of Roosevelt's
most popular programs, the CCC conslructed many of Ihe Forest Service's facilities.

Prior to arrival of the CCC and other New Deal programs, the Forest Service's building program was quite limited. Within the State
of Missouri, such projects were non-ex.istent prior to 1933. Once confronted with the responsibility of developing work projects and
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operating schedules for proposed relief programs, a concened effon was made by the Forest Service fO include future needs as well
as immediate needs in the plarming process. Thoughtful plarming resulted in a balanced arrangement of buildings and grounds, as well
as economical development and conformity to existing physiographic conditions. The ten acre Rolla site was purchased from Daysie
Long in 1936. Construction of the office complex was begun Ihac year, and the Blooming Rose CCC Camp completed the buildings
at the statiOn in 1937. Stone for the buildings came from a nearby quarry. When the complex was complefed in November of 1937,
the total COSt of the Rolla Ranger District was $31,993.11.

The Rolla Ranger Station Historic District complies with the Forest Service's 1937 and 1938 guidelines, while also allowing deviations
in original plans including the use of local lirncSlOne as the exterior building material. Also not seen in standardized plans for the
district are unique door designs as seen at the primary entrance of the Rolla Ranger Station's office. Alterations in general carpenlry
or design probably reflect the cOnlribution of a local style or individual. This style is repeated throughout the Mark Twain National
Forest Ranger Stations constructed by the CCC. Layout of the Rolla district reinforces the Forest Service's ideal placement of offices,
dwellings and service buildings, taking care to allow ease of public access to the office and placemem of service buildings in an area
which minimally detracts from surrounding natural areas.

The Rolla Ranger Station Historic District is significant for its associations with Missouri's conservation and New Deal programs,
as well as for its architectural design and workmanship. Few changes have occurred since initial construclion during 1937 and 1938,
and the overall character and integrity of the district have been retained. The distriCt functioned as an imponant administrative center
for the Mark Twain National Forest until January of 1994. The propeny is now owned by the City of Rolla, Missouri. Additional
information concerning the Ranger Station is located in the accompanying ~Historic and Architectural Resources of the Mark Twain
National Forest" Multiple Propeny Documentation Form.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Rolla Ranger Station Historic District is illustrated on the accompanying Phelps County Tax Map which is drawn
at a scale of I- z::: 100'. The boundary includes the entire 9.5 acre government Iract of parcell on block 3 on lax map # 71-09-02-10­
04 (~tion 10, Township 37. Range 8). In addition to this map is an accompanying not-to-scale site plan which shows the buildings.
parking area, and landscaping.

Verbal Boundary Justification

The boundary for the Rolla Ranger Station Hisloric DislriCI includes the enlire parcel which encompasses the Ranger Stalion property.
The boundary includes all property hislorically associated wilh the Ranger Slation.
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OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Section Photos Page 8 _Historic and Architectural Resources of the
Mark Twain National Forest
name of Multiple Propert)' Listing
_Rolla Ranger Station Historic District_
name of property
_Phelps Count)', Missouri_
county and state

Rolla Ranger Stalion Historic District
Phelps County, Missouri
Photo by: Thomason and Associates
Date: November, 1999
Location of Negalives: Missouri Cultural Resource Inventory, Missouri Depar1ment of Natural Resources, Jefferson City, MO

Photo No.1: View of Ranger's Office, towards southeast.

Photo No.2: View of Ranger's Office, main office area.

Photo No.3: View of Ranger's Dwelling, towards south.

Photo No.4: View of Ranger's Dwelling, main entrance.

Photo No.5: View of Ranger's Dwelling, living room.

Photo No.6: View of Warehouse, towards southeast.

Photo No.7: View of Warehouse interior.

PhOlo No.8: View of Oil House, towards southeast.

PhOlo No.9: View of Garage, towards southeast.

Photo No. 10: View of Chamber of Commerce, Visitor's Center, IOwards northwest.
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