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Comment: How Does Reclamation Work, 
Phases 1-8?

Response: Reclamation Requirements 10 
CSR 40-10.050 (10):  

Reclamation shall commence as soon as 
practicable after the completion of surface 
mining of viable mineral reserves in any 
portion of the permit area in accordance with 
the plan of reclamation.



Response continued:

Reclamation Requirements 10 CSR 40-10.050 (10) 

Grading and topsoil replacement shall be completed 
within twelve (12) months after mining of viable 
mineral reserves is complete in that portion of the 
permit area.

Mining shall not be deemed complete if the operator 
can provide credible evidence, in writing, to the 
director that viable mineral reserves are present.



Response continued: 

Reclamation Requirements 10 CSR 40-10.050 (10) 
(B) 

Seeding and planting shall be completed within 
twenty-four (24) months after mining of viable 
mineral reserves is complete in that portion of the 
permit area. 

Survival of vegetation by the second growing 
season.



Response continued: Reclamation Requirements 10 
CSR 40-10.050 (10) (C) :  

All areas within the permit shall be subject to this 
timetable unless it can be shown by the operator 
that the area is needed as a part of the active 
operations.

Yes, the operator may work on multiple phases at 
once as long as that area is needed to support the 
active mining area.



Comment: Sale of the Permit or Permit Transfer.

Response:

Land Reclamation Permits are Transferable

Permit Application for Transferring Reclamation 
Responsibility

Public Notice Comment Period



Comment: Event of Bankrupt Mine Operator.

Response: Bond is required before mining takes 
place

Permit would be revoked

Bond would forfeited and be used to hire 
contractors to stabilize the area 

Slides of sites that experienced bond forfeiture:









Comment: How Many Permits have been issued over 
the last 20-years?

Response: New Permits in 1992 ended with permit # 598 
– to present 1090.  Total number of possible permits =  
492. There are also Permit Transfers (29), same permit 
number with a “T” total = 521.  There were 72 permits 
that were not issued. Total amount of permits issued: 
521-72 = 449
Some permits never get issued due to the operator not 
submitting a complete application or withdrawing the 
application. This figure does not include renewals.



New Sites in 1992 ended with site #  1701
Most recent site # issued 2461

Total      760
705 sites were issued
55 sites were not issued

Some sites do not get issued due to lack of a complete 
application. 

Some sites were withdrawn



Comment: How many sites were declined at Program 
Director Level in the last ten years?  

Response: Two (2) – why only two?
Rules at 10 CSR 40-10.040(2) – Application 
Determination by Program Director



Response Continued: 
The director shall make a determination within four (4) 
weeks after the public comment period

The recommendation will be to either issue or deny.

The director’s recommendation on a permit application is 
based on the following:

1. The application’s compliance with section 444.772,    
RSMo;  (permitting)

2. The application’s compliance with 10 CSR 40-10.020;    
(permitting)



Response continued: 
3. Consideration of any written comments received during 
the public notice period 

4. Whether the operator has had a permit revoked, a bond 
forfeited  

(B) If the director recommends a denial, the applicant may 
request a hearing, as provided for in 10 CSR 40-
10.080(1)(A).

(C) If the director recommends approval of the application, 
the permit shall be issued without a hearing, unless a petition 
is received.



FACTS: 

Prior to August 27, 2001 – One time Public Notice, 
No Certified Mail Requirements.  Had to be a 
violation on site before a hearing could be granted.  

On August 27, 2001- Four Time Running Public 
Notice / Certified Mail requirements 

Options to request a meeting and/or Hearing based 
on Health, Safety or Livelihood



Comment: For Approved Permits, please provide 
documented evidence of how reclamation has 
been implemented?   Response: 

Acres Released Since 1999

481

949

511

954 972

1665

776

477

710

272

585

2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999

YEAR



Response continued:

2010 – 251 acres reclaimed 
2011 - 248.5 acres reclaimed 
2012 – 242.5 acres reclaimed 

The next slide is a copy of our latest 
bond release. 





Comment: For approved permits, please provide documented 
evidence of how reclamation has been implemented.  Response:









Comment:
Provide documented evidence of actions taken by the 
Land Reclamation Program where reclamation has not 
been implemented over the past twenty years?

Response:
Non-Coal Violations = 252 – see spread sheet handout
Starts With: “Commodity Sand and Gravel” 
Coal Violations = 887

Total Number of Violations = 1139

The next slide is a reduced version of the handout 



Sand, Gravel
Baker Sand 
and Gravel 1/18/2013

Mining w/o permit, Improper gravel 
removal, Mining below lowest 
undisturbed elevation of the stream 
bottom adjacent to the mining area, 
Leaving stockpiles in stream 
channel, Improper stream crossing 
and transport, and silty discharge 
from wash plant. Immediately

Limestone
Gabel Stone 
Co. Inc. 12/17/2012

ft provide bond for affected land 
Outside permitted boundary 01/18/13

Sand, Gravel
Baker Sand & 
Gravel 5/11/2012Operating w/o permit Immediately

Limestone

Strack 
Excavating, 
LLC 9/24/2012Operating without a permit Immediately

Sand, Gravel
Coleman 
Trucking, Inc. 9/29/2011Failed to obtain a permit Immediately

Response continued: 



Response continued: 
May by regulation at 10 CSR 40-10.070 (2)(A) to 
work with an operator to eliminate a violation 
through Conference, Conciliation and Persuasion:

(A) Conference, Conciliation and Persuasion 
(CC&P). If, during the course of inspection, it is 
determined that a surface mining operation is being 
conducted contrary to or in violation of any statute 
or regulation…the director, by conference, 
conciliation or persuasion, may endeavor to 
eliminate the violation.



How many sites are permitted? 
Response: 783 sites in 2012  

How many sites are subject to an annual inspection?
Response: 57 – Sites that are in the watershed of an 
Outstanding  National or State Resource Waters 

How many inspections were conducted last year?  
Response: 499

How many sites pass / fail?  
Response: Do not track Pass / Fail at this time.  



How many inspectors are there? 

Response: Five (5) – Permitting and 
Inspection work, Jefferson City.



Comment: Please provide a sample report 
resulting from an annual inspection.

Response: – See handout Doss and Harper 
Stone Company, Inc. – Date of Inspection 
02/14/2012

The next set of slides are a cut version of an 
Annual Inspection 













Comment: 
Please provide documented evidence of 
when a site fails inspection.

Response:  
See handout, River Cement dba Buzzi 
Unicem, USA – Date of Inspection 7/11/2011, 
again the next set of slides is a cut version of 
when an inspection identifies a violation.







































How will an inspector know if AA Quarries has mined out-
side of their bonded area?

Response: Utilization of Laptops, ARC GIS and Real 
Time GPS Technology in the Field.

Before Mobile Laptops:  The average 
time for an inspection report to leave the 
office was 16 days.

After becoming mobile, 99 percent of 
the reports are completed in the field on 
the same day as the inspection.



• Forms use check boxes to indicate compliance status.

• There are comment boxes associated with each check 
box for items that require further explanation.

• After the inspection, there is a close out with operator 
and report is printed using a mobile printer. 

• The report is saved as a Public Domain File, E-copy 
provided to Support Staff for data entry and saved to 
electronic file. 

Response continued:



• A laptop is connected to a Geographic Positioning 
System, or GPS.

• ARC GIS mapping is kept on project files sorted by 
county.

• GPS communicates in real-time with ARC GIS 
loaded on the laptop. 

• The laptop also serves as the inspector’s office 
computer.

• Efficient resource utilization of one computer per 
employee. 

Response continued:



• The power of real-time GPS coupled with ArcGIS 
gives inspectors the knowledge of exact positioning 
during the inspection.

• Problem areas are marked on the project map and 
printed off at the end of the inspection to hand to the 
operator.

• The inspector returns the county map to the server 
upon return to the office for future use. 

Response continued:

The next set of slides is what the system looks like: 



Rugged Mounting System
similar to Highway Patrol

Hardwired Electrical Supply





Green star: Mine 
Entrance

Yellow: Property 
Boundary

You Are HERE! 
Notice the trail-

tracker

Blue: Long Term Mine Plan
Red: Bonded Area    

Red slash: Area of 
noncompliance 





Comment: 

The permit application indicates mining an 
estimated 775,000 tons per year.   The permit 
application also indicates conducting mining 
operations for 40-years, with “adequate time for 
slow years”.  At 775,000 tons per year, that would 
total 31,000,000 tons over 40-years.  This is over 
twice the amount indicated on the phase plan page 
of the application.  Please explain this discrepancy.



Response: 

AA Quarries blames this discrepancy on the way the 
forms are worded.  AA Quarries figures are a result of 
running at full capacity, 5-days a week, for an entire 
year.  As previously mentioned by Robert Radmacher: 
AA Quarries would rarely come close to the 775,000 
tons per year as suggested on the form.  

It would take a large economic development windfall to 
ever achieve 775,000 tons per year, which is not in the 
foreseeable future.  



Comment: 
The phase plan page indicates tons of material to be 
removed from each plot in the phase plan.  Please provide 
sample reports from other strip mine sites indicating annual 
amounts of material removed and how actual amounts 
removed vary from those sites’ permit applications.

Response: Land Reclamation Program does not keep 
records of material removed or sold at limestone mine 
sites.  Air Pollution Control Program and Mine Safety and 
Health Administration may be better sources for those 
types of records.    



Response continued: Please notice on the Site 
Information form where the figure of 775,000 
reads.

Directly above the figure of 775,000 reads: 
“ESTIMATED TONS / YEAR (GRAVEL SITES)”

“Not Applicable” 

Different fee structure between Sand and Gravel 
operators who mine more or less than 5,000 tons 
of sand and gravel per year.  



Response continued:

Gravel in this case is not limestone that is 
crushed into smaller rocks that may resemble 
a gravel material; rather it is for operators who 
mine sand and gravel usually from a stream or 
floodplain area.



Comment: Please describe the actions taken by the Land 
Reclamation Program when actual amounts removed 
exceed the amounts indicated in the permit applications.  
Please provide documented evidence of these actions.  

Response: Again, please note that the tonnage figure is only 
applicable to operators who mine sand and gravel.  We 
have two instances where operators who were at less than 
5,000 tons that went over and paid the additional fees:

See Handout:  Roy Kramme and
Mathew Girardier Excavating



Comment: Please provide how Land Reclamation 
deems a site abandoned, including the costs of 
reclamation and how the costs are paid.

Response: The word abandoned is not a term that is 
used in The Land Reclamation Act or the rules from 
10 CSR 40-10.010 to 10 CSR 40-10.100.  Therefore, 
the Land Reclamation Program does not deem a site 
as abandoned; however we do issue enforcement 
actions that may potentially revoke a permit and 
forfeit the bond.  Enforcement actions are a series of 
steps in attempt to bring the operator back in to 
compliance.



Response continued: Enforcement Procedures – starts at 10 
CSR 40-10.070 (2) – Operations With a Permit:

Again, we inspect each site at least once every two years, 
so we know if the site has been operated in the recent past.

Conference, Conciliation and Persuasion (CC&P)

Notice of Violation

Formal Complaint

Permit Revocation and Bond Forfeiture



Comment: Please provide costs of reclamation.

Response: Reclamation costs vary between each site

Generally, the amount of overburden helps to determine 
costs as that is bulldozer push time that is involved.

Some limestone quarries that have gone through bond 
forfeiture with little to no overburden have reclaimed 
themselves, thus the money is put in to the Land 
Reclamation Fund, to help reclaim other sites.



Costs of reclamation continued:  Quarries are required to 
put up bond at $8,000.00 for the first eight (8) acres and 
$500.00 for each additional acre

These funds are secured by the State of Missouri in the 
event the operator walks away from the mining operation.  

Typical red flags indicating a site will no longer be worked 
by an operator:  Permit is not renewed (Yearly 
Requirement); No equipment on site and Operator does 
not answer telephone or respond to letters  



Comment:  How are the costs of reclamation paid?

Response: Through performance bond funds that are 
included with the application 

Forfeited bond sites are inspected and evaluated for 
priority: 

Public Safety 

Damage to Adjacent Structures / Property

Damage to the Environment



Response continued:  Once a site is evaluated to be 
reclaimed:

Construction Contract is made

Bids are submitted

Bid awarded to qualified persons

Land Reclamation Program oversees reclamation activities

Money is paid for materials during reclamation activities



Response continued: Once the contract is fulfilled, 
final payments are made.  The contractor work is 
paid for by money from The Land Reclamation Fund, 
which is funded in part by money secured through 
the bond forfeiture process.  



Comment: Radmacher Brothers has already started 
to mine the property but recently stopped.  If they are 
skirting the rules now, how many more regulations will 
be violated in the operation of this quarry?

Response: The department did investigate complaints 
of possible quarry related activity at this site that were 
received on June 12, 2012.  Nature of the complaint –
several trucks and sounds like they are mining 
limestone.  Site inspected on June 19, 2012.  It was 
reported that no material is leaving the site, limestone 
is being used as riprap on the farm.  Not selling any 
rock.  No permit needed.  Complaint Closed. 



Response continued:  The rules at 10 CSR 40-
10.010(2) read:

(2) Operations Not Required to Obtain a Land 
Reclamation Permit.

(B) Surface mining for industrial minerals may be 
conducted without a permit by any.
1. Individual for personal use only; and
2. Political subdivision…

Radmacher Brothers did not skirt the rules of operating 
a mine site without a permit.



Comment:  Who picks the commissioners?

Response:  The Land Reclamation Commission is set by 
legislation.  Three members by office and four members are 
appointed by the Governor. 
444.520. 1. RSMo.  “…The commission shall consist of the 
following seven persons: The state geologist, the director of 
the department of conservation, the director of staff of the 
clean water commission, and four other persons selected 
from the general public who are residents of Missouri and 
who shall have an interest in and knowledge of conservation 
and land reclamation



Response continued:

No more than two of the appointed members shall belong to 
the same political party. 

The three members who serve on the commission by virtue 
of their office may designate a representative to attend any 
meetings in their place and exercise all their powers and 
duties. 



Comment: The 100 foot set-back notification has 
caused residents to lose trust.

Response: There are no minimum set-back distances 
between the mining operation and the property boundary 
specified in the regulations:

AA Quarry plans to establish a 100 foot set-back between 
the mine plan and the property boundary to provide an 
additional buffer.

Initially placed in legislation due to large tracts of 
property having a small mine site



Comment: There is a bond for $29,000 for the 231 acres. 
Who pays for reclamation if Radmacher Brothers defaults?

Response: The current $29,000 bond that AA 
Quarry has is in place is for 50 acres of the total 
214 acres of the mine plan.  

If more acreage is to be mined additional bonding 
would be required at a cost of $500 per acre.



Response continued: 10 CSR 40-10.070 Enforcement (6) 
Bond Forfeiture

(C) An order of bond forfeiture shall authorize the 
commission to utilize appropriated monies in the Mine 
Land Reclamation Fund to complete the reclamation.



Comment: How many quarries are located within a five 
and ten mile radius of the proposed AA Quarry?

Response:  There are no quarries located within a five mile 
radius.  There are two quarries located within a ten mile 
radius:  

E&S Rock – Holden Site 
APAC – Kansas - Bates City

Note Barber and Sons is located just out side the ten mile 
radius.  A map illustrating the locations follows:





Comment: What permits does a quarry have to acquire 
before being allowed to operate?  What agencies oversight 
this type of project.  What are the OSHA regulations that 
apply?  

Response: MODNR/Land Reclamation Program/Industrial 
Minerals Permit;  MODNR/Air Pollution Control 
Program/Construction Permit & Operating Permit based on 
emissions from operation; MODNR/Water Protection 
Program/General Permit MOG49 – Limestone Quarries;  
Division of Fire Safety– Missouri Blasting Safety Act –
Certified Blaster; Mine Safety & Health Administration/ No 
OSHA requirements; MSHA is similar to OSHA.



Comment: Who sets the minimum font size for public notices; 
If available I would like to know the process for getting a 
minimum font size for Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources Public Notices.   

Response: There is no font size requirement. Typically, this is 
a single column classified ad ran about the same font size of 
a garage sale advertisement.  The AA Quarry public notice 
was ran as a block ad rather than a single column classified 
ad.  The font size advertisement ran for the AA Quarry has 
satisfied public notification requirements under The Land 
Reclamation Act.  To establish a set font size requirement 
would take a legislative action. 



Comment:  I want the Public Notices to provide more 
detail on the location of the quarry, such as an address 
rather than Section, Township and Range.   

Response:    Public Notice requirements at this time are 
to identify the legal description concerning County, 
Section, Township and Range.  To change this 
requirement would take a legislative action.  Some of 
our gravel bars that are also required to go out on Public 
Notice simply do not have a physical street address.   



Comment: I would like to know the process for 
closing the loop hole with the relationship to the 
100-foot setback of the mine plan boundary from 
the property line.  

Response:  This again would take a legislative 
action to change the current wording of The Land 
Reclamation Act.



Comment: Who or what organization gave the quarry 
permission to operate so close to residential areas?  I 
feel this is too populated of an area to have someone 
open a quarry in.  

Response:  The Land Reclamation Act does not identify 
a minimum set back requirement from a residential area.  
There are safeguard requirement setbacks when 
operating next to a school, neighboring property and 
also roads.  The setback requirements for roads and 
property are currently established at 50-feet setbacks as 
identified at 10 CSR 40-10.050(2) & (3). 



Comment: Please deny the AA Quarry application.  

Response: Respectfully, there are requests that the permit 
application not be issued.  The statutes that regulate mining, 
444.760 to 444.790 do not provide an opportunity for the agency 
to simply deny an application.  Rather, the law spells out that if an 
application is in full compliance with the provisions of The Land 
Reclamation Act, then the permit must be issued with one 
exception.  If a hearing is requested by someone who believes 
that their health, safety or livelihood will be unduly impaired by the 
issuance of the permit, then the Land Reclamation Commission 
may grant a hearing to determine whether to issue or deny the 
permit.  Only the Land Reclamation Commission has the authority 
to grant the hearing and to make the final decision.



Comment:  Who determines what specific criteria are used 
for the formal meeting & how is that specific criteria used to 
determine the fate of the homeowners surrounding the 
quarry or is this exercise an in futility for the homeowners 
without due process.  

Response: This is a part of the due process for people who 
have a property located adjacent to a proposed mining 
operation.  The process is part of the requirements for the 
Land Reclamation Commission to follow in order to see if 
people have standing to be granted a hearing.  The rules at 
10 CSR 40-10.080(2) read:  (2) Establishing Standing for a 
Formal Public Hearing.



Response continued: 
(A) For a formal public hearing to be granted by the Land 
Reclamation Commission, the petitioner must first establish 
standing.  (B) The petitioner is said to have standing to be 
granted a formal public hearing if the petitioner provides 
good faith evidence of how their health, safety, or livelihood 
will be unduly impaired by the issuance of the permit.  The 
impact to the petitioner’s health, safety, and livelihood must 
be within the authority of any environmental law or 
regulation administered by the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources.



Response continued: 

Essentially if you can prove with scientific evidence that your 
health, safety and livelihood will be unduly impaired and that 
impairment is associated with a law administered by the 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources, then a hearing 
should be granted.



Comment: After reading the permit application we would like to 
know why so little information is required from the application 
details such as: Depth of Mine, equipment being used, blasting 
material, size of trucks, hours of operation?  The permit 
application does not provide sufficient detail to determine impact 
on safety, health and livelihood consequences of the quarry 
operation.  

Response: These details are not required at this time to satisfy 
application completeness, a legislative action would be required 
to change the current permit application requirements.  There are 
some cases where Missouri Department of Transportation has 
requirements to operate at night to reduce interference with rush-
hour commuting, thus requiring rock deliveries at night. 



Response continued: 

The Land Reclamation Act is designed to regulate the 
earthen materials that lay above the mineral to be 
mined and where that overburden is placed.  The act 
does not have depth of mining restrictions or the type 
of equipment that is required to be on site or the size 
of that equipment.  The Land Reclamation Act does 
not regulate blasting or the handling or storage of that 
material.   Detonations are regulated by the Missouri 
Division of Fire Safety.



Comment: I am currently being treated in a Veteran’s 
Hospital as a result of an emotional conditions resulting 
from loud noises such as blasting or truck exhaust, which 
causes significant impacts on this condition and is health 
related.  Number of blasts as I am a 100% disabled 
veteran with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and panic.  
There are also other comments concerning noise and how 
noise may disrupt normal workday or sleep patterns.    

Response:  At this time The Land Reclamation Act does 
not provide authority to regulate blasting or truck traffic or 
noise resulting from those activities. 



Comment: What recourse do we as homeowners have 
in if deed we suffer damage to our property?  Possible 
breakage of gas lines around my home as well as 
other subsurface structures.  What are our legal 
rights? Who bears the expense?  Are there any funds 
available from the Department of Natural Resources 
to reimburse residents living near the quarry to repair 
foundation damage and/or reimbursement for the 
decline in property value?  What can homeowners do 
when their homes start showing signs of damage from 
mining?



Response:   No one has the right to damage another 
person’s property without providing compensation.  If a 
concerned person experiences damage to their property 
due to the operation of the neighboring quarry then 
those individuals have every right to take civil litigation 
actions to formally resolve those issues.  The 
department does not have reserve funds to provide aid 
to landowners.  Detonation of explosives always triggers 
ground vibrations at specific frequencies that do leave 
the blast area and resonates structures nearby.  Blast 
vibrations can also be perceptible, but not necessarily 
damaging, in a home at great distances from a blast. 



Response continued: 
Structures respond to very low frequency levels of 
ground vibration.  

Some companies are able to safely detonate explosives 
within 150 feet of a structure with no damaging impact 
to the structure since quarry and construction blasting 
typically produces high-frequency vibrations.  

It may prove beneficial for concerned individuals to have 
a blasting survey taken of their homes and property if 
they live near a mine site.  



Response continued: 

The blasting survey usually involves an independent 
party documenting all of the walls and other parts of the 
house for cracks or the lack of cracks.  



Comment: What is the schedule of inspections and 
how often are they to occur?  

Response:  Land Reclamation Program is committed 
to inspecting each mine site on a two-year rotation.  
If a complaint is called in, we will investigate that 
complaint, generally no later than 15-days after 
receiving the complaint.  Mine Safety and Health 
Administration usually inspects a mine site every six-
months.  



Comment: What entity is responsible for such 
inspections?  

Response:  Each regulating authority is responsible 
for their section of law.   



Comment: What happens when they break or do not abide 
by the permit agreements, given they are given a permit.  
What happens if the quarry operator does not do what he 
says he will to reclaim the land?  What actions and penalties 
that can occur from lack of operator/company compliance?  

Response: There are enforcement procedures outlined at 10 
CSR 40-10.070(2).  Enforcement starts off with Conference, 
Conciliation and Persuasion, can escalate to a Notice of 
Violation, Formal Complaint and eventually Permit 
Revocation or Suspension along with Bond Forfeiture.  
There can be a monetary penalty assessment if the violation 
is other than minor.   



Comment: How will the land be reclaimed?  Will gravel be 
taken out of all the plats at once?  If not, is this specified in 
writing?  What is the plan with specifics to reclaim the land?  
Where is the material going to come from?  What will the 
tons of rock that will be removed be replaced with?  Can 
12-inches of topsoil really sustain new vegetation for 
cattle?  Soil is not going to work.  Please explain the 
process.  How high will the overburden piles be?  What are 
the hours of operation?  Will it run 24-hours a day? I 
understand that the law requires the land to be reclaimed to 
the current elevation.  How is this reclamation plan 
enforced?  Will it become a sanitation dump?



Response:  The mine plan is to reclaim all 214-acres to 
pasture.  The top twelve inches of soil will be salvaged to 
establish a root growth medium.   The remaining 
overburden will be removed from above the limestone 
formation.  The overburden piles will be used as a 
windbreak and noise barrier. The overburden piles will not 
exceed an elevation of 1050 feet above mean sea level.  
The average depth from top of ground to limestone ranges 
between 18 to 22 feet deep. The limestone will then be 
blasted and removed.  The overburden will then be 
backfilled in to the mined out pit area and then covered 
with the salvaged topsoil.   There will be no material 
hauled from an off-site location to fill the mined out rock 
area.



Response continued: The topsoil will be final graded and then soil 
amendments will be incorporated based off of soil tests and 
the soil will be seeded with fescue and red clover.  Soil does 
work.   The Land Reclamation Act has no requirement for the 
land to be reclaimed to the current elevation; however the 
mine plan reads that the post mining land use will match the 
slope that existed prior to mining.  Essentially, the land will 
be lowered by fifteen to twenty feet in elevation.  Most likely 
the reclamation plan will be adjusted to include some 
permanent water impoundment areas.  It is common tweak a 
reclamation plan as long as it is not a substantial revision.  If 
there is a substantial revision to the reclamation plan or 
method of mining, then another public notice is required. 



Response continued: 
Restoring land to a viable land use, which is mined is 
what The Land Reclamation Act is all about.  The Act's 
declaration is to strike a balance between surface mining 
of minerals and reclamation of land subjected to surface 
disturbance by mining, as contemporaneous as 
possible, and for the conservation of land, and thereby 
to preserve, and aid in the protection of wildlife and 
aquatic resources, to establish recreational, home and 
industrial sites, and to protect and promote the health, 
safety and general welfare of the people of this state.    



Response continued: 

There are various safeguards that the Department of 
Natural Resources requires from operators to prevent 
pollution from leaving the boundaries of the property 
where a mine is active. 



Response continued: The reclamation plan proposed by AA 
Quarry, LLC, provides assurance to return the mine site to a 
land use recognized by The Land Reclamation Act.  A 
certificate to mine limestone issued by the Missouri Land 
Reclamation Commission does not allow an operator to 
harm the environment.  AA Quarry will not be allowed to 
cause environmental harms  outside of the permit area 
without consequences, if this permit application is approved 
for issuance.   Sites are inspected at least once every two 
years to help ensure that the operator can achieve the 
proposed reclamation plan as well remain in compliance 
with other performance requirements.   



Comment: I lived here and neighbors before this company.  
The whole reason homeowners moved out to the country is 
for the peace & quiet and no harm to come to our family, 
health & home.  Loss of country living lifestyle.   Our south 
boundary is directly in contact with the proposed site and will 
greatly affect our personal and business life.  Living here is a 
pleasure and something we enjoy and do not take for granted.   
My property butts up to the proposed mine.

Response: This is more of a Planning and Zoning issue 
rather than requirements for engaging in surface mining 
activities.  The Land Reclamation Commission is not a 
zoning commission.



Comment: The bond for land reclamation is not 
enough per parcel to recover the land as tons of 
material will be recovered.  

Response: The current bonding rate is set at 
$8,000.00 for the first eight (8) acres and five 
hundred dollars for each additional acre of land 
affected by mining.  This bonding rate has not been 
changed since the early 1990’s.  It will take a 
legislative action to change the current bonding 
rate.  



Comment: Property value – studies show different 
effects from zero to 25%.  I find it hard to believe that 
a quarry operating 400-feet from your house would 
not affect the value of your home.  I know with the 
already low house values it scares me to have my 
property devalued by another $21K to $35K.  Our 
livelihood has been invested in our property and will 
be threatened if we cannot sell our property when 
needed for our retirement income due to noise, air 
quality and destruction of the environment in this 
neighborhood.



Response: The concern involving property devaluation is a 
real issue among residents who live near a mining operation.  
The mere presence of a mining operation may potentially 
decrease property values during mining and cause concerns 
among prospective homebuyers.  It is not always true that 
mining causes property devaluation.  There are some 
instances, where in fact, that the presence of quarry did not 
affect the value of a property.   This is a local planning and 
zoning issue.  Anyone has every right to seek restitution for 
damage that AA Quarry is responsible for.  No one has the 
right to cause devaluation of someone else’s property without 
proper reimbursement or settlement for those damages.  This 
is based on laws governing property rights not laws that 
govern mining.



Response continued: 

The Land Reclamation Act does not provide 
guidance for property devaluation that neighbors 
a mine site.  Rather, the declaration of The Land 
Reclamation Act identifies the need to protect 
and perpetuate the taxable value of property 
while allowing for the responsible mining of 
mineral resources.  



Comment: Taxable value of property?  

Response:  The Land Reclamation Act 444.762 
RSMo. reads: “…to protect and perpetuate the 
taxable value of property…”  On February 28, 2013 
at 9:50AM I did speak with Mr. Mark Reynolds 
Johnson County Tax Assessor.  There are four other 
quarries in Johnson County and none of those 
quarries had a decrease in taxable value of property 
for houses in the general area of those quarries.



Response continued: 
In regards to where the proposed quarry is located, 
that land will increase from a 12% tax rate as that 
is what is currently charged for agriculture land to 
32% tax rate for commercial property, if the permit 
application receives approval.  Even the equipment 
on site will be taxed as personal property.  Similarly 
junk yards in Johnson County Missouri have not 
had a negative impact on property value.  Johnson 
County is not zoned and is open to free enterprise.  
AA Quarries is seeking to engage in a legally 
recognized business enterprise.                



Comment: Sediment and runoff control.  Effects of excessive 
runoff due to rapid topsoil removal?  

Response: This is enforced by both Land Reclamation Program 
and Water Protection Program.  The Land Reclamation Program 
can in accordance with 10 CSR 40-10.050(4) enforce erosion and 
damaging sediment:  The commission may require erosion or 
sedimentation control if damaging erosion or siltation occurs or is 
likely to occur from land affected by surface mining onto adjacent 
lands.(B) Erosion and siltation are considered damaging if it 
causes the approved post-mining land use not to be met or 
excess silt is deposited on or outside the affected area.  Water 
Protection Program monitors the discharge of storm water from 
the discharge points.



Comment: The impact on mental health and quality of life?

Response: Having a quarry set up operations near a 
residence may create some discomfort to a person’s quality 
of life when compared to not having a quarry neighboring a 
property.  Public interest quite often relates to specific 
issues of dust, water pollution, discomfort to the quality of 
life, blasting, conceptions of possible property devaluation, 
noise, travel way safety issues or a request to simply deny a 
permit application.  Unfortunately, out of this list only dust 
and water pollution is enforceable by environmental 
regulations.  The others are all issues important to society 
and they are all legitimate issues; 



Response continued: 

however they are not environmental issues that are within 
the regulatory authority of the Missouri Land Reclamation 
Commission.  The current law requires that a person’s 
health, safety or livelihood must be unduly impaired by the 
issuance of the permit before a hearing may be granted.  
We recommend that the petitioners be prepared to explain 
to the commission why they feel that their health, safety or 
livelihood will be unduly impaired by the issuance of this 
permit.  The Missouri Land Reclamation Commission, will 
make a determination as to whether someone’s health, 
safety or livelihood would be unduly impaired by the 
issuance of the permit certificate.



Comment: To help me better understand how the Land 
Reclamation Commission makes decisions, could you 
please provide for me how the commission defines the 
following examples:

1. Undue health impairment 
2. Undue safety impairment 
3. Undue livelihood impairment 
4. Scientific evidence on the record
5. Competent scientific evidence on the record.
6. Substantial scientific evidence on the record



Response:

Neither “The Land Reclamation Act” or it’s 
implementing regulations defines these terms.  
The petitioner’s testimony will be the determining 
factors for the commission to make the final 
decision.   



Comment:
Where can a concerned citizen view or obtain all the 
permits (application and proposed) required to 
operate a quarry, a quarry’s operational and 
reclamation plans, related material, files or permits 
that comply with state, county and city regulations? 



Response:  There is a web site located at 
http://dnr.mo.gov/forms/index.html that has all of the 
application forms available to operate a quarry, 
including, air, water and land reclamation.  There are 
also other application requirements such as maps.  
Anyone can request through a sunshine law request at 
http://dnr.mo.gov/sunshine-form.htm the application 
contents, plans of operation, maps, related material, 
files and permits submitted to the Missouri Department 
of Natural Resources.  A person concerned with 
County and City regulations would be best to contact 
the city or county officials where the land is located.        



Comment: Do all permits change hands if the quarry 
is sold to a new mining company or is the new 
quarry owner required to apply for new permits?  

Response: For Land Reclamation Program the 
permit will require a transfer to the new corporate 
entity.  This would involve public notification 
requirements similar to what is required of a new 
permit. 



Comment: What natural products are allowed to be 
mined from AA Quarry? 

Response: The overburden consists of topsoil, clay 
and shale above the Winterset and Bethany Falls 
limestone formations.  The overburden and waste 
rock will be used as backfill in to the areas that the 
limestone is removed.  Limestone is what is 
identified in the mine plan and public notice.  
Limestone is the product that will be mined, 
processed and sold. 



Comment: How many tons may be excavated per 
day? 

Response: The Land Reclamation Program does not 
regulate the amount or tons of material that will be 
excavated per day at mine sites. 



Comment: What type of communication/information is 
offered to the public so concerned citizens can be kept 
aware of mining inspections, results of such, permits 
applied for, issued or rejected and other monitoring 
programs/activities that monitor that mining compliance is 
maintained? 

Response:  Land Reclamation Program does update a 
web page at 
http://dnr.mo.gov/asp/lrp/impermits/search.asp
Identifying all of the permits that are active.  Other 
information can be requested via a sunshine law request. 



Comment: What organization is responsible for 
monitoring the effects of this mining operation on 
Echo Lake Dam? 

Response: This dam was formerly known as 
Johnson #A-1 Dam and has a national ID number of 
MO20020. Echo Lake Dam was built in 1964 and is 
30 feet high. It has a maximum storage of 433 acre 
feet, a reservoir area of 27 acres, and a huge 
watershed of 2,996 acres.  Rock that is on the dam 
came from the quarry that is located on the 
Radmacher property. 



Response continued:

The dam was designed and likely built by the USDA-
SCS. The dam is owned by the Blackwater Watershed 
District and the landowner owns the land under the 
dam.  The Blackwater Watershed district does inspect 
this dam on an annual basis.  There is an easement 
maintained by the watershed district.  The dam was 
built for flood control and is designed to fill up with 
sediment.  The dam is earth fill and is elastic, shrinks, 
swells with weather conditions.  The best maintenance 
to the dam is keeping trees and brush off so the roots 
of these woody plants do not penetrate enough to 
cause water conveyance channels through the dam. 



Response continued:
The pipe is concrete so the one thing that needs be 
checked annually is the pipe. This is likely the place 
where any concussion from explosions could begin to 
cause a problem.  The surface water level of Echo 
Lake Dam is at 865 mean sea level elevation.  The 
deepest point that AA Quarry is proposing to mine to is 
at the 968 mean sea level elevation.  AA Quarry is 
proposing to mine at a minimum of 100-feet above the 
surface water of Echo Lake.  There will be no chance 
of water from Echo lake draining into the proposed 
mining area.   



Comment:  There is white material located at the 
North End of Echo Lake.  Will it kill the fish?

Response: Echo Lake is designed to catch 
sediment and will eventually fill in with sediment.  
The white material located at the North End of 
Echo Lake is sediment.  There will be a point in 
time when the lake becomes shallow enough not 
to support species of aquatic wildlife, unless 
dredged to maintain depth.  



Comment: There are also water bodies to the South 
in the subdivision and another water body just to the 
North of the proposed mining operation.

Response: Similar to Echo Lake, the dams are earth fill 
and elastic, shrinks, swells with weather conditions.  The 
best maintenance to the dam is keeping trees and brush 
off so the roots of these woody plants do not penetrate 
enough to cause water conveyance channels through 
the dam.  The lakes to the South are at mean sea level 
elevation of 900 feet.  The deepest point of the proposed 
mining operations will not go below 968 feet at mean sea 
level.  



Response continued: 

The lake to North is at 942 feet at mean sea 
level. Again, the deepest point of the proposed 
mining operations will not go below 968 feet at 
mean sea level.  There will be no chance of these 
lakes being drained into the proposed mining 
area.   



Comment: What provisions does the county, state or quarry 
operator follow to secure the safety, health and livelihood of 
those affected by the operation of the quarry?  

Response: The state enforces environmental laws to 
maintain clean air, water and that the land will be reclaimed 
to a recognizable land use.  The Missouri Blasters Safety 
Act enforces the detonation of explosives as well as 
requiring a certified person detonating those explosives.  
Representatives of Johnson County would be best to 
answer what safeguards they have in place.  In addition, 
Radmacher Brothers is inspected by their insurance agency 
on a regular basis and rates are adjusted based on 
performance reviews.     



Comment: Silicosis – lime dust in lungs.  How are they reducing 
silica in the air we breathe from the crushing of rock?  

Response:  The generation of dust at a limestone operation 
comes from a variety of sources.  Some of those sources involve 
stockpiles, crushing operations, road traffic, and blasting.  Dust 
from limestone can cause health problems.  Physical irritant 
effects caused by exposure to dusts and particulates can cause 
irritation; such irritation involves the skin, eyes, nose, upper 
respiratory tract and mucous membranes.  An excessive amount 
of dust can cause problems with visibility.  Missouri air quality 
laws do not tolerate visible dust emissions migrating off the 
property boundary, including dust generated from blasting 
operations.



Response continued: Dust must be contained within the property of 
AA Quarry if the permit receives approval. If dust is seen 
escaping the confines of their property or if there are excessive 
amounts of dust noticed during normal operation please contact 
the company first by telephone at (816) 540-3614 to take 
corrective actions.  If AA Quarry fails to take corrective actions 
concerning fugitive dust then do not hesitate to contact the 
Department’s Air Pollution Control Program for what we believe 
will result in AA Quarry taking corrective actions to stop dust from 
migrating past their property boundary or becoming problematic 
within the confines of the quarry.  A contact number for people to 
report a dust complaint can be made to the Department’s Kansas 
City Regional Office by telephone at (816) 251-0700.  Only the 
Department's air laws help regulate dust generated at a mine site.



Comment: Financial effects on business: The 
diminished quality of a safe and comfortable 
environment provided to customers and employees 
due to the noise, vibration and dust.  Causing the 
possible loss of business and/or employees.  The 
cost to the business for additional cleanup of vehicles 
due to dust and sediment.  Additional climate control 
cost in my business structure due to being unable to 
leave overhead doors open due to noise and dust.  I 
could also incur additional expenses to run my house 
hold and business. 



Response:

The department does not have any authority to 
regulate noise or vibrations.  Air pollution control laws 
do not allow visible fugitive dust emissions beyond 
the property boundary of where the proposed quarry 
is located.  Sediment runoff is controlled by both the 
Land Reclamation Program and Water Protection. 



Comment: What is the possibility of losing my property to 
eminent domain?  Can I lose the mineral rights to my 
property without my knowledge?  

Response: As far as permitting the proposed quarry 
operation, there has never been an eminent domain action 
exercised on properties due to that neighboring quarry.  
No one will lose their mineral rights as part of the 
permitting process through the Land Reclamation 
Program.  The mineral rights of AA Quarry stop at their 
property line.  AA Quarry does not have the right to 
remove minerals from adjoining properties without first 
making a contractual agreement. 



Comment: Confirmation that DNR will conduct 
annual inspections for said site.  

Response: The Land Reclamation Program is 
committing to an inspection every two years and 
we will investigate complaints within fifteen days. 



Comment: Hydro-seed, apply non-toxic soil stabilizers or 
water to inactive reclamation areas previously graded 
areas in-active for ten days or more.  

Response: There is no requirement for a mining 
operation to take actions on an area that is in-active for ten 
days; the ten day inactive window may be due to weather 
conditions or well outside an optimal seeding window, thus 
resulting in a waste of resources.  If an area is no longer 
needed to support the active operation the requirement is 
for the operator to grade and topsoil that area within one 
year and get vegetation established within one year 
following topsoil replacement. 



Comment: Installation of wind breaks or 
tree/vegetative wind breaks at the windward sides of 
the reclamation areas until such time as the 
vegetation is established.  

Response: There are no requirements in The Land 
Reclamation Act that requires such windbreaks.  
Where possible AA Quarry will use overburden piles to 
form windbreaks.  The small size of each phase will 
serve as wind and noise barriers.  Trees are being 
considered for certain areas, mainly on the north side 
where there are no natural windbreaks.  



End of Presentation


