
MISSOURI WELL INSTALLATION BOARD MEETING

September 10, 2008
Division of Geology and Land Survey 

Via Conference Call 

111 Fairgrounds Road 

Rolla, MO 65401

OPEN SESSION

At the regular meeting of the Well Installation Board held on August 8, 2008, at the United Way Building, 430-A Broadway Cape Girardeau, MO, the Board voted to hold a special Board meeting, via conference call, on Wednesday September 10, 2008, to vote on the final order of rulemaking.  A quorum being present, Mr. Bob Lawrence, Chairman, called the meeting to order at10:00 a.m.

Board Members Present: Mr. Robert Lawrence, Chairman; Mr. Fred Schoen, Vice-Chairman; Ms. Patricia Nichols, Ms. Martha Hildebrandt, Ms. Harriet Beard, Mr. Robert Broz, Mr. Danny Flynn, Ms. Annette St. Clair and Mr. Bill Duley
Board Members Absent: None 

Legal Counsel Present: Mr. Don Willoh, Assistant Attorney General  

MDNR/DEQ Staff Present: Mr. Steve Sturgess, Ms. Beth Marsala, Ms. Sheri Fry, and Ms. Tracy Ray      

Guests Present: Garrett Hawkins, MO Farm Bureau and Joyce Patterson, MO Farm Bureau
INTRODUCTIONS 

Mr. Lawrence welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced himself.  He asked the Board to introduce themselves, followed by the audience.   

VOTE ON ORDER OF RULEMAKING FOR 10 CSR 23-2.010—Fee Structure 

The Chair recognized Ms. Beth Marsala
Ms. Marsala gave a summary of the comments that have been received during the comment period.  Comments consisted of concerns about the amount that would actually be charged as opposed to any concerns about the maximums proposed in the rule.  One commenter believed that the permit fees should be raised.  A comment from Missouri Farm Bureau included a concern about why they weren’t notified about the stakeholder meetings.  Ms. Marsala stated that 
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the response to the comments included the facts that the maximums had not been raised for Water Well Certification since 1990 and the rest of the maximums had not been raised since 1994.  The permit fees charged are comparable to other states.  She also stated that since there was no direct opposition to the maximums proposed in the rule, that staff recommendation was to approve the order of rulemaking with no changes to the rule based on comments.
Mr. Sturgess asked the Board if they wanted to add anything or if there were comments or clarification needed.

Ms. Nichols asked for clarification of the wording of the proposed amendment regarding monitoring wells.
Mr. Sturgess stated that Missouri Farm Bureau commented during the hearing that they wanted to know why they were left out of the stakeholder meetings.  

Mr. Hawkins of the Missouri Farm Bureau stated that not only did they want to know why they weren’t included, but also what the section spends their funding on.  He mentioned that Leslie Holloway has been the lead on this for the Farm Bureau.

Mr. Sturgess indicated that Missouri Farm Bureau should have been included and this is a lesson learned for staff. Ms. Marsala stated that Leslie Holloway had been provided with the information on the expenses the day after the hearing.  It was also mentioned that this information was provided at the stakeholder meetings.
Ms. Hildebrandt asked if a Public Notice was placed in the newspaper.

Mr. Sturgess stated that we complied with all Sunshine Law requirements for public notification.  However, a notice was not published in the paper.  Ms. Fry added the notice was on the state and DNR webpages.   
Ms. Hildebrandt stated the Board has always been very open about the funding of the Section.  It is discussed every year.  She did however state that it was possible that the rule discussion may not have been clear enough that the maximum amount of the fees was being raised and this amount was not necessarily the fee that would actually be charged.
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Mr. Lawrence stated that everyone should remember that Wellhead is completely self-funded and receives no tax dollars.

No further discussion
Ms. St. Clair made a motion to approve the order of rulemaking for 10 CSR 23-2.010—Fee Structure as written with no changes based on the comments received.  Ms. Beard seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Ms. Beard, yes; Ms. St. Clair, yes; Mr. Flynn, yes; Mr. Schoen, yes; Mr. Duley, yes.  Ms. Nichols, yes; Mr. Broz, yes; Ms. Hildebrandt, yes; Motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS

Ms. Marsala informed the Board the new Apprentice Rule had generated some comments during the comment period that the Board may want to be thinking about before the hearing and conference call to approve the Order of Rulemaking for this rule.  There are many concerns with the proposed rule and how it will affect prospective drillers in Missouri that are already being permitted in one area and wish to be permitted in another area (e.g. they have a water well permit and want to be permitted as a monitoring well driller.  There are also those that may want to become newly permitted and cannot find employment as an apprentice.
Ms. Fry said the Board may need to decide if these prospective permittees will be required to test, provide a bond, apprentice with a license driller or a combination of these.  

Mr. Sturgess stated that staff  want to make sure that the Board is aware of any comments that might arise and be aware that proposed rule may change at the Order of Rulemaking stage.
The Board discussed these issues for some time and agreed that these issues needed to be addressed.

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Hildebrandt made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 a.m. 
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