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Recreational Use of Your Stream

Name: Joe Light
Address: 7026 Sutherland Ave
Phone Number: { 314 ) 644-7071  E-mail address:  joe@joelight.com
Stream name.  Mattese Creek WEBID (if known|:

What county 15 the stream in? St Lounis County

Have you or vour family used this stream for recreation at any time since November 28, 19757
Yes X No
How have you and your family used the stream” Please cirele all that apply:

Swimmang  Playing  Feslong Wadiog  Water sknng Smorkeling Sk diving
Tubing  Kayaking Caposemng  Trapping  (hher

Has anyone in your family, including children, ever used the stream in a way where they might
have accidentally ingested water? Yes  No X Ifso how?

What stretches of the stream have vour family used? Descrnibe locations as accurately as you can
by means of distance from landmarks, bridges, streets, highwavs, or property lines {example:
150 yards downstream from Hwy EE bridge). Feel free to draw {on back) or include a map.

I paddled this creek in my kayak during the summer of 2008, 1 paddled Bavmgartner
Road upstream almost to Ringer Road

A humorows narrative of my paddle can be viewed via the web at:
ighit.com/matiesecreek/

This narrative includes pictures.

Do you know of others using this stream for recreation at any time since November 28, 19757
Yes X Neo
How have others. to your knowledge, used the stream? Please circle all that apply:

Swimming  Playing  Fishing  Wading  Woter skamg Snorkeling Skin diving
[ubing Kawkmg Capoeing  Trpping Other:

Do you know of others ever using the stream in a way where they might have accidentally
ingested water?! Yes  No X [fso, how?

What stretches of the stream did they use? Desenibe locations as accurately as vou can by means
of distance from landmarks, brnidges, streets. highways, or propeny lines (example: 130 vards
downstream from Hwy EE bridge). Feel free to draw (on back) or include a map.



The newspaper, The St. Louis Post Dispatch, has an article on 7/30/2008 featuring a child
playing in this stream. 1 attached a pdf of the article,

Signature ___Joe Light Date  08/05/2008

Mail to: John Hoke, UAA Coordmator, Department of Natuml Resources, PO, Box 176, Jefferson City, MO 65102,
of Fax: 373-522-9920, or Emnil: john hokef7dnr.mo, gov

Pleasie wxar the back if pou need more space fo anover guestions or o provide additional information or maps




» Re: Mottese Creok recraational use - Michael Krusa/WPCPDEQMODNR

*Joe Light" To "Michasl Kruse” <michael krusegidnr.mo.gove
<jpe@joslight.com> ; -
0827 12:43 PM
| Please respond 1o bcc _ _
com Subject Re: Matiese Creek recreational use

Mike, Attached ig a pdf from STLToday.com. This article in the PDE, also
appeared in the St. Louis Post Dispatch, a St. Louis newspaper.

‘As you can see, there is a boy playing in Mattesse Creek in South S5t. Louis

County. The article states the boy lives with his grandmother near the creek.

The grandmother ie in the phonebook, Her addrese is
d204 SUMMIT ENOLL DR

TSAINT LOULS, MO 63129

Using an online topographic map service, You can plot the houase..
http: //terraserver-usa.com/image . aspx?T=2&E=11EX=18286Y=10659&2=15EW=2

It is safe to assume the boy mentioned in the article was probably playing in
the cresek near Lemay Ferry ERoad.

Also, 1f want more documentation, I grew up in the area and played in several
creeks in 3t. Louis County. If you want a ligt; I can provide it.

Let me know if you need additional information.

Joe Light
JoedJoelight ., com

--- Om Wed, 8/27/08, Michael Kruse <michael.kruse@dnr.mo.gov> wrote:

From: Michael Eruse <michasl.krusegdnr.,mo.gov=
Subjeckt: Mattese Creek recreational use

To: joe@joalight.com

Date: Wedneaday, Auguat 27, 2008, 11:42 AM

Mr .- Light,

Thank you for submitting a recreational stream use survey
for Mattege

Creek. This informatlion will be useful in making surce the
appropriate use

deslgnations are assigned accordingly. In your sirvey, You
mentioned

having knowledge of others using this stream for swimmling,
plaving and

wading since November 28, 1975. Could you provide more
specific _

Information regarding the locations you have heard or seen
athers

recreating in the Mattese Creek so cthey could be
identifiable on a map?

le.g., cross roads; bridge crossing, nearest town,
section/township/range,

eto.,) Thank you for your assistance. If you hawve any
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» Re: Mattese Cresk recreationsl use - Michasl Knuse/WPCP/DEQ/MODNR

additional guestions .
or would like additlonal information, please don't
heglcate to call.

Thank: you;

Mike Kruge

Environmental Specialist

- Div. of Env. Quality/Water Protection Program
Mo, Dept, of Natural Resources, Jefferson City
Ph: {573} 522-43%01 FAX: (573) 522-9920
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A way of play may soon be extinct

EIRa . S 3
Bryant Whaken, %, ponys in the Matiese Tk rear fs grandmother's horma, Whalkan spancks mese of iy
Surmimer s plawrineg i O Chaa; wWith ofhae naaghiborcod s, "T'm o kid of advertaira,” sald Whalen
{ Dowr MujorsfP-13)

By Mansy Cambiria

5T. LOULS POST-DISPATCH
AL

Brynnt Whalen slushes his fiip-flops through a oppery pool of creek water, juinps anto o
aplt of flat mock and heads past a tnckling woterfoll clogged with rmats and twigs to his final
clestinniien: “The snake pit.” 11 is 8 9-foot-deep bowl of boulders and eresk waler. The
g-vear-ald swenes il's [he place whers the spnkes gaiher o paim = thoagh he's onby ever
SELET O,

"Omees,” b suys, b uccidentally dropped a ashlight it “the bide® and, 5t @l for like 15
mintes,”

Maltese Creek begins =owth of Sappingion ond meanders for abonet Gve miles antil it meests
the Mecnmer River, Most in sputh 52, Louss County don't know it extsts. Bot to s baey 1ike
Bryvont, full of imagination, s a very excellent advenbure

A growing nomber of chibd nnd environmentol advocates fear that chifldren like Brvant —
imaginative and given the freedom b blaze o troil omsde on their own = are going extine
the vactims of fears phoul child abduction, the embrace of supervized sports snd camps,
twio-parent working families and incressing nse of compulers and video games.

Bryant's mather gnd grandmother ave given him the freedom to rosim & half-mite of
this creek — the lenglh of an adull yell o come boame, Bul on this summer day, he s the
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only child autside in his subdivision.

It wasn't abways this wiy. 1t wis anee & nefghborbood thick with childven playing baseball
wnal captiere the flag, says his grandinother Cindi Whalen, 54. Forty-five years ago she and
i Bsthets: mndn oo ol nelelbortinad Kids g sky high frobs & seghbers tres
mwing, coasted their bikes down neighboring streets, roamed the woods and scoured the
ereck for crowdsddys with hardly o pornt in sight.

"Every marent hed o different whesthe," she recalls, "We jos knew our whistle, ood then it
s e b come in.”

A University of Michigan stady found that children spend hall the time outdonms mow thal
thiey didd b decodes oga.

A researcher in England even trsced the "roaming habits® of the 8-venr-ulds in four
generalions of o femily and foand the grestgrundinther resuladly walled six miles on his
i fi o fishing hole when be was o kid, But his grest-grandson’s ronge had shrunk io just
Soes yards from home,

Meanwhiile, s study by the Kolser Family Foundstion, & public health think tank, found that
dﬂduuspzdmum-nduhnmudnyuuﬁiutﬂuﬁm.ﬂurMMgmw
working on o computer. And o study in the Journol of thie Americon Medical Assoviation
this manth said less than a third of the nation's 15-vear-<dds get the minimum exercise
recommended by the federal gevernment,

RELATED

The physical toll is well-documenied. The R R I
. ey vy o go

number of cvorweight ndolescents in the S T s

nation hos tripled (0 teo decades. « FAIENTS TALK BACK: Do you iet your ko
Py oon their ram nutside?

HBut bhealth risks aren’t the oaly concern.

I Moy, U Motonad Wildbife Federation, inan effort o reconnect kids with nature,
declared the majority af America’s chibdren are suffering from "nature deficit” It's
disorder coined by author Richard Loy to describe how chilidren, under the incressinghy
wiilehiul eve of sdults, have been pushed swoy from nature iobe scsdembe amd sports camps
and entroneed by video games ond online chot rooms.

Loty says kids have lost the ability to noagate the outsde world an their own lemms,

Hix & just oneof o growing number of netionn] proposmts of o maturing child's dght to
raam the oulidoor world unsupervised. In Mew York, Lenore Skenaey's movement, Froe
Range Kida," proclaims *Let's give our children the freedam we bad.” In England, theresa
similar movement called *Bewilding Childbisod "

Hownrd Chudseoff, s professor of Brown University whis studies the history of ploy, said
miodern-day Stouting, cumps and soecer leagwes are "adult controfled. and often
over-contralled,” activities thal have a very different fmpact on kids than when children
routinefy roamied in pocks and "created thelr own culture” during play.

That culture fostered kids' shility to “setf-regulste,” or learn on their own and take risks, he
- sicl.

"Children of pretesn yeurs ssek control from sdults, They're used 1o the imposition of adul '
structure of what adults think s play,” Chudscoff ssitl. "As you step back from it, it boks
mare and more Hle work.”

Many advocates of oatdoor freedom pefer to Daved Finkelhor, direetor of the Crimes againsi |
Children Research Center al the Univemity of Miow Humpshire, He anpues parenis need o
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loik more objectively ot the datistical risks of shase and abduction of children.

Between 1004 ond 2004, crimes agninst kids in the U5, plammeted, s much as 63 percent
for teens 14 to 17, he said. Semal abuse of children sverwhelmingly comes from somebody
they already know, ot o stranger. Nelghborhoods with high erline and numerous single
parent households do prove to be riskier for kids, Finkethar said. Bl mony parents ane
making the wrong assumpiions about cisk and outdeor play, he said,

*Mobady has ever identified thme outdde and Hme anauperdised o a fsk Tactor for
| victimization," he suid, nrguing the greater danger comes from increasing traffic on sde
stroets and bullying from other kids thot con turn vieknt,

H Locally, Sgi. Gary Guinn, supervisor af the family crime anit al the 5L Louis County Police
Deportmenl, agress.

“These kids have got to he kids," e aakl, “I'm more coneerned aboat the baseball cosch
than [ am aboat the guy who may be eruising around the subdavision boking 1o ohduet.®

1t"s an attitede that docsn't sit well with many parents who struggle to do the right thing in
# sochety where the slim odds for child ahduction can't erase the chill of what bappened to
Shawn Hombeck, who wis abducted from his rurnl Missoun home when he was 1 and
held eaptive for more thon four years.

"I domn't feel sofe with theom being outzide in the front vurd slom," said Rhiondn Vincent of
L Soto, the mother of o three girls ages &, 6 and 7 months. *Seavetimes they got aggravated
al e when [ won't et them ride their bikes in the Tronl yord by themselves, bul it iza small
price to pury for peace af mind.”

An overwhetming number of parents vesponding 1o the subject on & ST oday.com
discussinn forum sald their kids don't po beyond the conflines af the backyard — and even

then, they are highly supervised.

I remember whiém [ was o kid riding my bicyele by myself for 15 miles or more,” wrolse
Sarah Landis, mom of 8- and 6-venr-clds from Baliwin, “The thought of letting my childron
do the same terrifies me because of low precions they are e me”

The Motbonal Widlife Federation i starting slow, first encouraping parents to spend tine
aratsicle with their kids ansd promoling pofivies to create tighter-knit neighborhoods that
promate outdoor pluy, But Henther White, director of educstion advocacy, snys the ngency
haopes parenis will ope day “exhale’ and lot thelr children go.

*1 think thut's something that most people want for their children, bt they're alraicd 1o do
it,” shiz sadd,

TIn the trickling current of the stresm, Bryant has little ides that his tvpe of play is on U
andangered list, At the "fish hole,” be's too busy explaining bow to catch minnows with a
sl bap filled with crackers,

"1 don't get it," he says over his shonldes while ambling over rocks, boulders and muck.
“Aududts don't really lilee to el their foet wet. | wonder why”

Naney.Cambriagipost-dispatehcom | 314-340-Hz38

Wik a letter 1o the aditor | Subserilse o newahefter | Subscribe 1o the nimegugsr
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Recreational Use of Your Stream AllG 2 2 2008

Name; Mike Lahm —_— MHWHHFHDEH
Address: 4798 Vermilion Dr. Saint Louis, MO 53 128

Phooe Number: (314 ) 416-7027  E-mail address: mlahmiahotmail .com

Stream name: Mattese WBID (if known):

What county is the stream in? Saint Louis o

Have you or your family used this stream for recreation at any time since November 28, 19757
Yezs No

How have you and your family used the stream? Please circle all that apply:

Swimming @Qﬁ @ndmg Water sking ~ Snorkeling  Skin diving

Tubing Kayaking Coanoecing  Trapping  Other

Has anyone in your family, including children. ever used the stream in a way where they might
have accidentally ingested water? Yes . No  Ifso, how?
Kicking waler, splashing

What stretches of the stream have your family used? Deseribe locations as accurately as vou can
by means of distance from landmarks, bridges, streets, highways, or property lines (example;

150 yards downstream from Hwy EE bridge). Feel free to draw {on back) or include a map.
Starting where creek passes under 1-270 downstream, past my house at 4798 Vermilion and
down 1o where it goes under Ringer road,

Do you know of others using this stream for recreation at any time since November 28, 19757
Yes x No

How have others, to vour knowledge., usad the stream? Please circle all that apply:

Swimming Cﬂw@g} fadmg Watgr skiing  Soorkeling  Skin diving

Tubing Kavaking Canoeing Trapping  Okher:

Do you know of others ever using the stream in a way where they might have accidentally
ingested water? Yesx  No [ so, how? o  Kicking
water, splashing

What stretches of the stream did they use? Describe locations as accurately as vou ¢an by means
of distance from landmarks, bridges, streets, highways, or property lines (example: 150 yards
downstream from Hwy EE bridge). Feel free to draw (on back) or include a map,

Within 100 yards of where it is behind my house

Signsture /_}*L-J» /é’  pae €-Jo-086
A

Mail to; John Hoke, UAA Coonfimator, Department of Motural Resoarces, PO Box 178, TefTerson City, MO 65102,
of Fan: 37553209000 or Email: joha hole@@dn magov

Please use the back if you need more space o aswer guestiony or o provide additional information or maps



