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MISSOURI WATER QUALITY COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
 

DNR Conference Center 
Roaring River Conference Room 

1730 E. Elm Street 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

 
July 17, 2012 

 
 

MINUTES 
Attendees: 
 

Greg Anderson DNR, Water Protection Program Trish Rielly DNR, Water Protection Program 
Steve Walker DNR, Soil & Water Conservation Pgm Brian Kelly USGS 
John Johnson DNR, Water Protection Program Susan Higgins DNR, Water Protection Program 
Shibu Jose MU Center for Agroforestry Amy Meier MDC – Stream Unit 
Ranjith Udawatta MU Center for Agroforestry Julie Westhoff Kennedy/Jenks Consultants 
Valerie Hentges DNR, Water Protection Program Darlene Schaben DNR, Water Protection Program 
 
Introductions were made. 
 
Missouri Nutrient Reduction Strategy – Steve Walker, Soil & Water Conservation Program, Department of 
Natural Resources 
PowerPoint Presentation 
 
In 2008, after several years of reassessment and planning activities, the Mississippi River/Gulf of Mexico 
Watershed Nutrient Task Force (Hypoxia Task Force) released the Gulf Hypoxia Action Plan 2008.  Among the 
11 action items listed in this plan, the Hypoxia Task Force recognized the importance of developing state-level 
nutrient reduction strategies by making it Action Item #1.  The 12 states in the Mississippi/Atchafalaya River 
Basin (MARB), which include Arkansas, Indiana, Iowa, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, and Wisconsin, agreed that state nutrient reduction strategies should be completed as 
soon as possible, and implemented as soon practicable, but no later than 2013.  Recognizing the heterogeneity of 
soils, hydrology, land use, and cropping practices, as well as legal, legislative, and administrative framework 
variances across MARB states, the Hypoxia Task Force acknowledged that no single approach to nutrient 
reduction would be effective in every state.  However, use of a common approach among the MARB states in 
developing state nutrient reduction strategies, including use of similar critical elements, was encouraged to 
increase the likelihood of the states moving forward toward attaining the “Coastal Goal” of the Hypoxia Action 
Plan.  The Coastal Goal calls for a reduction in the five-year running average areal extent of the Gulf of Mexico 
hypoxic (dead) zone to less than 5,000 square kilometers by the year 2015.   

 
Development of the Missouri Nutrient Reduction Strategy began in October 2011.  However, in May 2012, the 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources was awarded a Section 104(b)(3) grant for $118,530 in financial 
assistance, which will be used to help develop the Missouri Nutrient Reduction Strategy.  The EPA grant project 
period will extend from June 1, 2012 until December 31, 2013.  The target date for completing and beginning 
implementation of the Strategy is September 30, 2013.  This grant will be used to hire a contractor(s) over the 
1½ year project period to hire contractors (two temporary employees) to draft portions of the state nutrient 
reduction strategy, compile information on the effectiveness and costs of BMPs, develop tables and figures, 
identify critical treatment areas, and assist with drafting of two or more watershed management plans.  The 



 

Missouri Nutrient Reduction Strategy will be developed through a diverse committee that is currently composed 
of more than 90 participants from 38 different organizations, including state and federal agencies, municipal and 
county governments, nongovernmental organizations, watershed groups, private industry, universities, 
agricultural producers, private citizens, and planning commissions.  Expected outcomes associated with 
completion of the Missouri Nutrient Reduction Strategy are a comprehensive list of recommendations and action 
items, which when implemented, should significantly reduce nutrient loads within the Missouri watersheds with 
the greatest amounts of nutrient pollution.  (summary provided by Steve Walker) 
 
Steve mentioned they are planning to use water quality monitoring and modeling to measure success.  Other 
methods will be used too. 
 
 
319 Nonpoint Source Program Direction and Current Request for Proposals – Greg Anderson, Water 
Protection Program, Department of Natural Resources 
PowerPoint Presentation; Handouts: Map of 319 NPS Program Grant – 2011 RFP Targets; Attachment A from 
RFP showing list of Water Bodies 
 
There is currently a Request for Proposal (RFP) for Section 319 Nonpoint Source funding.  Greg said the 
deadline to respond to the RFP is July 23.  He explained that the 319 funding is a pass-through grant received by 
the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (Department) from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  
Incremental funding is used for implementation of nine-element watershed management plans that have been 
reviewed and accepted by the Department.  With combining funding years, Greg said there should be approx. $2 
million available.  Applications will be reviewed by a review committee then approved by the Department and 
EPA.  Funding should be available by Sept. 2012.  Greg talked about the general requirements to be eligible for 
319 grant funding.  Priority will be given to projects that focus on waters with a TMDL and a Department-
accepted Watershed Management Plan ready to implement.  Greater focus will be on projects that will 
demonstrate success.  Sponsors should have fiscal policies and capabilities in place, track and report load 
reductions, be cost effective, and have committed partners.  Projects being sought include agricultural nonpoint 
source, urban and development nonpoint source, abandoned mine land nonpoint source, restoring hydrologic 
modifications in streams, riparian corridor/habitat restoration, nonpoint source in parks and managed areas, and 
policy and ordinance development. 
 
The Nonpoint Source Program has been under scrutiny in the last few years by the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) and the Government Accountability Office (GAO).  OMB & GAO have recommended the 
Program tighten up on spending funding appropriately and put more funding on the ground.  New draft program 
guidance is being drafted and should be out this fall.  More upfront work by sponsors may be needed before 
receiving funding.  There are several partners that can be brought into a watershed based effort. 
 
In answer to a question, Greg said that 319 will play a role in the Department’s Our Missouri Waters Initiative.  
There are discussions of educational and outreach efforts but nothing has been defined yet.  The initiative 
includes the watersheds of Spring, Lower Grand and Big rivers.  More info can be found on the Department’s 
web page. 
 
 
Agency Activities 
 
Steve Walker said the Soil and Water Conservation Program is working on long-range planning.  Brainstorming 
meetings with staff are being held to come up with ideas to make the program more efficient and more effective, 
and how to do things better.  Recommendations should be made within the next month or two.  This is an 



 

agency-wide effort as well.  Steve has been more involved in the Nutrient Tracking Tool model.  This should be 
finalized by the end of the year.  Once a first draft is finalized and made more Missouri-specific, another meeting 
will be held to discuss the changes. 
 
John Johnson mentioned the Spring River Watershed Management Plan Section 319 grant was recently approved 
and getting started. 
 
Terri Brink mentioned the 319 Kaizen meeting is coming up Aug. 6-10.  Greg said this will be looking at the 319 
processes and see where improvements can be made.  Terri mentioned the National Nonpoint Source Monitoring 
Conference to be held Oct. 14-17, 2012, in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
 
Shibu Jose has been involved with the Mississippi River Basin Initiative (MRBI) edge of field monitoring. 
 
Ranjith Udawatta has been working with ten watersheds in northeastern and north central Missouri through the 
MRBI with NRCS.  They have been collecting data since 2011 and expecting more data.  They have been 
studying conservation practices to see how they can improve water quality in the watersheds. 
 
Trish Rielly mentioned that the Department will be working on an internal 319 process mapping.  They are 
hoping to use information from the EPA 319 Kaizen meeting on the internal process.  She is working with a 319 
project in the Black Creek watershed.  They are developing a watershed management plan in the lower section 
while the upper part is the MRBI project area.   
 
Brian Kelly said USGS is helping with the MRBI effort.  There are six flow water quality gauges in the Lower 
Grand.  They are trying to trace sources of bacteria in streams.  They partner with state, federal and local 
agencies across the state.  His office in Lees Summit typically deals with the northwest and western Missouri 
gauges.  
 
Susan Higgins said they have been receiving and processing a lot of volunteer monitoring data.  She was lucky 
to have an intern working this summer to enter data.  Level 2 and 3 Validation Workshops are being held for 
QA/QC and are gearing up for Level 1 Workshops starting this fall. 
 
Julie Westhoff said she is following the progress of the watershed initiatives to see how it affects the regulated 
communities.  She is interested in seeing how all the programs work together, especially with the nutrient 
criteria.  She is interested to see how Missouri interacts with surrounding states where rivers/streams cross into 
another state.  Greg said Missouri has a Memorandum of Understanding with Arkansas as well as a partnership 
along with several states on the Grand Lake of the Cherokees.  Missouri tries to coordinate when there are 
common interests. 
 
Brian Kelly asked about Missouri and Kansas not having the same definition for suitable use of waters or if there 
is any coordination currently going on.  Some thought EPA was coordinating and holding TMDL and WQS 
quarterly meetings but not sure if this issue was being discussed.   
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


