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WATER QUALITY COORDINATING COMMITTEE

DNR Conference Center
Roaring River Conference Room

1730 E. Elm Street

Jefferson City, Missouri

December 21, 2010
10:00 a.m.

MEETING AGENDA

Water Quality Assessment Database, Robert Voss, DNR, WPP
Robert is from the DNR Watershed Protection Section’s, Monitoring and Assessment Unit.  He has been working extensively with a new water quality data management system that will organize data and provide efficient new opportunities for partners to obtain water monitoring and assessment information for Missouri streams.

Conservation Efforts, Observations and Reflections, Bob Ball, USDA-NRCS
After 41 years, Bob is retiring at the end of December.  In his role with NRCS, Bob has been an exceptional water quality partner over the years and a friend to many of us.  We have asked him to share a little of his story including some observations and perhaps some philosophy about what he has seen, learned and envisions for the future of conservation efforts.
Other

Agency Activities

Meetings & Conferences
MISSOURI WATER QUALITY COORDINATING COMMITTEE

DNR Conference Center

Roaring River Conference Room

1730 E. Elm Street

Jefferson City, Missouri

December 21, 2010

MINUTES

Attendees:

	Greg Anderson
	DNR, Water Protection Program
	Chris Radcliffe
	DNR-Env Services Program

	Robert Voss
	DNR, Water Protection Program
	Valerie Hentges
	DNR, Water Protection Program

	Susan Higgins
	DNR, Water Protection Program
	Jane Davis
	DNR, Water Protection Program

	Anna Nowack
	DNR, Water Protection Program
	Tom Wallace
	Geosyntec Consultants

	Clif Baumer
	NRCS
	Becky Cripe
	DNR, Water Protection Program

	Bob Ball
	NRCS
	Anne Peery
	DNR, Water Protection Program

	John Johnson
	DNR, Water Protection Program
	Bob Bacon
	Env Resources Coalition

	Chris Riggert
	MDC-Streams
	Mandy Sappington
	DNR, Water Protection Program

	Cindy DiStefano
	MO Dept. of Conservation
	Jerri Davis
	USGS

	Tim Rielly
	DNR-Env Services Program
	Miya Barr
	USGS

	Leslie Holloway
	MO Farm Bureau
	Darlene Schaben
	DNR, Water Protection Program

	Randy Niemeyer
	DNR-Env Services Program
	Lorin Crandall
	MO Coalition for the Environment


Introductions were made.
Greg mentioned that management has asked staff to take a break with public meetings, including the WQCC.  Greg felt this would be temporary and meetings would start again next year.  He felt these meetings have been a beneficial venue for everyone.  So, this will be the last meeting for a while.  He thanked everyone for participating and will keep everyone updated.  Announcements will continue to be sent out as appropriate via the listserv.
Water Quality Assessment Database, Robert Voss, DNR, WPP

PowerPoint Presentation; Handout: how to get to the Public Search page on Internet and the Interactive Map Viewer
Robert works in the Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Unit.  One of his duties is to collect and analyze data from many different organizations throughout the state.  They needed a better way to keep track of information, organize it, and be able to pull the data to analyze it and apply the water quality standards in order to assign an assessment rating to the water body.  Robert talked about how complicated it was to use all the old databases and how they were used to get organized for this new Water Quality Assessment database.  Some information was contained in several databases and Excel spreadsheets.  So, a couple of years ago they talked with the Office of Administration’s Information Technology and the contractor to go though the business processes and reorganized/restructured so that now all components are in one system.  This system is easier to navigate and find the information needed.  The GIS integration falls into the assessments and monitoring locations for all received raw data, which is then plotted onto a map.  This may be the first time the state has been integrated into another web-based application.  So, it’s actually a map built into the software.  You can click on the map, it gets recorded, then pulls back information based on all the GIS layers that are throughout the state.  Robert talked about other information that can be added and retrieved through the new system.  
Toxic events are tracked on GIS layers.  So, if there is a fish kill, they can draw a stream segment to show the affected area.  To see if a nonpoint source is having any affect on a water body, a polygon can be drawn on a stream area, which can then be tied to that water body.  You can search by water body ID, permit ID, name, facility, etc.  Nonpoint source searches work the same way.  Inspection report notes are tracked in the notes area so you can see the history of the site.
Currently access is restricted to DNR staff for ‘read only’ but there is a public search component.  Robert demonstrated how the system could search for specific information.  (He started to show the public access search and the kind of information that could be retrieved but there was a power surge and equipment failure.)  He went on to say you can do assessment searches to see 303(d) and 305(b) information.  You can search for a specific water body ID and see what category it is in and what monitoring data is available, impairment, pollutants and source, if known.  This system uses an ArcGIS platform.
The handout showed how to get to the Public Search page, access the data, and get to the Interactive Map Viewer, which includes the impaired waters list and all water quality data sites.  The great part is that all the information is integrated into one system.  This system has also made it easier to submit the 303(d) and 305(b) information to the Environmental Protection Agency.  
In answer to a question, Robert said all the data sites are tied to the NHD flow line so the reach address is recorded on the specific stream.  This system will aid in determining whether a water body should be a classified or unclassified stream.  The database is updated daily so changes are immediate.
Based on the organization (i.e., USGS, EPA, DNR), there are quality assurance project plans (QAPP) that will be used to base confidence in the data.  So, if data is received where there is no QAPP, that data will be entered but won’t be used for assessment purposes.  

Robert said that all data used for the 303(d) list and 305(d) report is pulled from this database.  You can also query for water bodies that have been delisted.
Conservation Efforts, Observations and Reflections, Bob Ball, USDA-NRCS

PowerPoint Presentation
This year is the 75th Anniversary for the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  A video was created and can be viewed at http://www.mo.nrcs.usda.gov/news/75th%20Anniversary/75th%20Page.html.
Bob mentioned there is a Request For Proposal currently out for Conservation Innovation Grants.  The deadline for pre-proposals is Dec. 28.  It is posted at www.grants.gov and the NRCS Home Page under Programs.  There is a $1 million maximum limit.  A state component announcement should be out mid-January for a $50,000 cap with a $150,000 maximum.  There could be 3-4 projects approved.  The three categories are soil quality soil health, bio fuels, and organic farming.

Bob said he came to Missouri about 20 years ago with a goal of automating their agency.  He started with NRCS in 1991.  Mike Wells brought Bob to his first WQCC meeting and he’s been attending since then.  Mike is currently a Deputy Director with DNR.  It has been a good networking opportunity.  He felt DNR should continue this meeting so people can talk, communicate and share valuable information.  
Bob then talked from a career prospective.  In April 1935, the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) was established as a permanent agency of USDA.  Hugh Hammond Bennett, in the anniversary video, was known as the “Father of Conservation.”  In Nov. 1952, soil survey activities of USDA were placed under SCS.  This is the foundation of where NRCS is today.  If you go to www.soilsurvey, you can map your property and download information about property you are interested in.  In 1938, Bob’s great-grandfather developed a conservation plan with the SCS on property in southeastern Ohio.  Bob still has that plan and the revised plan from 1944.  He felt this plan may have helped in moving him toward soil and water conservation activities.  
Bob’s family was constantly dealing with flooding on the family farm in Ohio.  In 1960, a Work Unit Conservationist came and talked to Bob’s father about the PL-566 program, which he thought would help with the flooding problem.  Bob’s father then became involved in several projects locally.  His photograph was in the Ohio Governor’s office endorsing a PL-566 project.  Recently, Bob’s photo was taken with the Missouri Governor celebrating the Resource Conservation and Development program month.  Bob’s father went door-to-door talking about a watershed project.  Several just didn’t understand and shut the door.  He then started working in an area where he knew there was support.  They were able to plan and build two structures.  One was responsible for reducing one-third to one-fourth of the flooding in that valley.  The other structure is a primary reservoir used for their drinking water supply.  Bob felt it was unfortunate that there is no money in that program today.
Bob learned about soil surveys, soils maps, and talking with landowners and feels this is still critical in what is happening today.  Because of Bob’s dad work as a district supervisor, farming, and other things, he was inducted into the Ohio Conservation Hall of Fame.  He feels that it’s very important to involve family in what you do.  
The Conservation Reserve Program was established with the passage of the Food Security Act of 1985.  The mission was changed dramatically to now focus on key problem areas, such as highly erodible land, sodbuster situations, concern on loss of wetlands, water quality.  As a teenager Bob’s summer job was to talk with landowners and listen.  The information he gathered was used to develop a conservation plan.  One of the problems Bob sees today with the people being hired is their lack of agricultural farm backgrounds.  But, they have computer experience.  Bob was one of the first District Conservationist in his agency to have a computer.  They were also one of the first NRCS offices to have electronic mail.  Bob felt there are highly technical skilled people working in the office doing data entry but people need to get back into the field and communicate with landowners.  
Bob discussed about how NRCS started with Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP), Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP), Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) and others, and how successful they have become.  He expressed disappointment with the monitoring evaluation technique being used and hopes over time this will improve.  
Jan. 1, Mari Gilford will be the Acting State Conservationist for 60 days.  She is an Agricultural Engineer with a specialty in irrigation.  The Conservation Innovation Grant contact will be Dwaine Gelnar.  

Bob expressed his enjoyment of working with this group, the different agencies, and partners.  A national initiative is in the process now for streamlining.  The goal of this initiative is to get staff back into the field.  One challenge Bob gave the group is to get the technology in the field.  He felt one way to do this is to acquire LIDAR Imagery statewide.  This is a huge investment.  Another challenge is to continue this group’s kind of networking.  This could help to avoid duplication of work.  Bob has been involved in several committees but felt that if you don’t have decision-makers there you end up just spinning your wheels.

After retiring, Bob plans to be involved with other interest groups and committees.  He has been elected to the vice-chair position of MOFRAC (Missouri Forest Resource Advisory Council) and will be working on forest resources in the state.  Other plans include his farm operation in Ohio, carbon credits interests, his woodworking hobby, looking at part time job opportunities, and continue as an Earth Team volunteer.  He also has plans to start a first draft of a manuscript for pasture management.  
Bob talked about other ongoing issues with NRCS, saying there is plenty work ahead.  He will be staying in Columbia if anyone needs to contact him.  They enjoy living and working in Missouri.
Agency Activities
Susan Higgins said she is registering people for the Level 2 Water Quality Monitoring Workshops.  She is glad to now have Anna Nowack working with her.

Anna Nowack said she just started with the Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring and is working on the Data Submitters list and sharing that with MDC.  She is still working with Water Quality Standards on MoCWIS, the new standards database which works with permitting and water quality assessment.  She will be starting on the NHD 1-100K analysis for the rulemaking.  She will be doing the NHD editing since DNR is now NHD stewardships for USGS.

Bob Ball said he is retiring and this will be his last meeting.  He chose to spend the time with us.  He felt the most important decision NRCS made with his retirement was to chose to bring in Steve Hefner, who will provide water quality conservation assistance.  Steve has been at the NRCS office in southwest Missouri.  For now he will remain in the Ozark office.  In addition to being a Water Quality Conservationist for NRCS, Steve will oversee the MRBI (Mississippi River Basin Initiative) Healthy Watersheds activities.  His email is stephen.hefner@mo.usda.gov.  Bob also mentioned they finished an EQIP signup with tremendous success, with over $7 million of applications.  They have $15 million obligated.  They are going through the applications and ranking process and should have contracts with those selected.  Jan. 7 is the deadline for the Conservation Stewardship Program.  He mentioned that Nate Goodrich is the new State Forester.  There are six field foresters working around the state, which is unique.  

Greg Anderson said the 319 staff is in the process of negotiating projects from the FY08-09 319 grant years.  There are also 3-4 new minigrants being negotiated, as well as some watershed planning grants.  He mentioned staff are also working on the 319 Annual Progress Report, which includes discussion on 66 HUC 8 watersheds.  Each watershed has background information, USGS gaging stations, stream team activities, active SALT projects, TMDLs, active 319 projects, NRCS data showing number of BMPs, other water quality monitoring type info, watershed planning, etc.  This report should be available online by early 2011.  Staff are working to revise the Nonpoint Source Management Plan.  This plan is an EPA requirement in order for the state to receive 319 grant funding.  It is a five-year plan that is to be updated each year.  
John Johnson mentioned the Nonpoint Source Web site for the 319 grants will be updated.  The Watershed Management Planning grant amount has increased to $30,000.  Ten thousand ($10,000) of that amount is to be used for assessment of the watershed.

Chris Riggert said they have been working on getting the 2011 volunteer workshops set up.  They are also working on the new volunteer database, to merge MDC and DNR data, that will be online and everyone will have access.  Paul Calvert was promoted to Unit Chief, Fisheries Division, supervising the north half of the state.  Sherry Fischer has been promoted to supervise the Stream Unit.  The Fisheries Unit is working on a “Watersheds Strategies” document instead of doing a “shot gun” approach on watershed projects within their agency.  The put together a prioritization document for staff to look at and prioritize watersheds within the regions.  Regions were to let them know their priorities by Dec. 3.  
Tim Rielly’s group finished their ambient stream samples last week.  They are looking to fill a vacant Environmental Specialist position with a qualified person.  Part of that position’s responsibility is monitoring, wasteload allocations, and stream sampling.  They are working to finish reports.  
Leslie Holloway mentioned she has worked with Bob Ball for many years and congratulated him on his retirement.

Jane Davis said the 319 unit is currently negotiating subgrants and feeling a bit overwhelmed.  There will be another round of new grants coming up the first part of next year.  

Tom Wallace mentioned Bob Ball was instrumental in a project they were involved in to establish a water quality trading program in Missouri.  

Becky Cripe stated she is finishing up the 2008 Use Attainability Analysis for whole body contact.

Anne Peery said the TMDL Unit is finishing up the Consent Decree work.  They are finished with their part.  They are waiting for EPA approval on three TMDLs.  EPA still has eight they are working on.  Ken Midkiff gave EPA a one-month extension on the Hinkson Creek TMDL.  The Unit is now working on several bacteria TMDLs.  
Bob Bacon has been working on finishing up a report on water quality standards, dissolved oxygen work, which should be on their web site (erc-env.org then click on EWRAP).  The data sets were too large to include.  Let Bob know if you want that information.  DNR and EPA has all the deliverables.  The EWRAP project is now complete.  They received a Conservation Innovative Grant, which has two parts.  One part is looking at wetlands and bioreactors; the other part is water quality trading.  USDA-ARS is doing the water quality analysis work.  

Lorin Crandall stated they are utilizing some new GIS software to analyze flows from drainage basins.  They are developing a watershed plan proposal for Kiefer Creek watershed.  He mentioned they won the fight to protect the confluence of the Missouri and Mississippi river from the proposed 377-acre casino development.  This was next to the Columbia Bottoms Conservation Area.

Jerri Davis said USGS works cooperatively with DNR collecting samples in the ambient water quality monitoring network.  Currently there are 65 stations that are sampled either monthly or bi-monthly and there are a few reports available online at mo.water.usgs.gov and includes a yearly summary of sampling efforts.  2009 is the current report available online.  There is also a trend report that looked at data from six of the long-term stations.  A report was recently published (also online) looking at the data collected in cooperation with the Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District to look at bacteria data collection and source tracking efforts.  Let Jerri know if you would like a hard copy of any of these reports.  
Meeting adjourned.

