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FW: Comments, TMDL, Piper Creek (Town Branch), Missouri
Sam Kirby to: R7TMDL 10/14/2010 05:02 PM

First try failed.  Am trying with lower caps.  Sam
 
From: Sam Kirby [mailto:sckirby2@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:58 PM
To: 'Region 7 Kansas City Kansas EPA (RTMDL@EPA.GOV)'
Cc: Arleen Ferguson; Delbert Simpson; John Lower; Kim Jarrell; Larry Ferguson; Sam Kirby 
(sckirby2@gmail.com); Susan Anderson
Subject: Comments, TMDL, Piper Creek (Town Branch), Missouri
 

Attention:  Debby White
 
Attached are our comments on the Draft TMDL for Piper Creek (Town Branch) in the state of 
Missouri.  We appreciate the opportunity to comment.  If there are problems with this 
attachment or if you have questions call me at (417)777‐8020 or e‐mail me at 

sckirby2@gmail.com .     Sam Kirby, Jr.    TMDL Letter to EPA (comments).docx    TMDL Letter to EPA (comments).docx  
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2121 E. Thornridge Dr. 
Bolivar, MO 65613 
September 14, 2010 

 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 7 
Water, Wetlands and Pesticides Division 
901 North 5th Street  
Kansas City, Kansas 66101 
 
Attention Ms. Debby White 
 
 
 
Dear Ms. White: 
 
We, as the Bolivar Community Watershed Group (BCWIG) Board of Directors, represent the 
membership of this volunteer, 501‐c‐3 group.  We were approved for a 319 watershed 
management plan grant beginning September 1, 2008 with an end date of July 31, 2011.  Our 
membership consists of 25 members.  Our mission statement is as follows: 
 
“The purpose of the Bolivar Community Watershed Improvement Group (BCWIG) is to restore 
the water quality of Town Branch of Piper Creek to the highest practical level and improve the 
quality of the water in these streams to equal or exceed the standards of water quality set by 
the Missouri Department of Natural Resources.”   
 
With that brief introduction, we wish to comment on the Draft Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) For Piper Creek (Town Branch) in the State of Missouri as solicited by the Public Notice 
dated September 13, 2010. 
 
There has been confusion regarding the impairment area designations.  You are proposing 
impairment designation from Town Branch at Highway 83 to its confluence with Piper Creek 
and continuing to Piper Creek’s confluence with Pomme de Terre River.  Your Piper Creek test 
site #1 at the bridge on County Road 425 appears to be the furthest downstream that test data 

is available.  That is also the furthest site we (BCWIG) have locally been field testing.  Can you, 
or we, justify designating Piper Creek from the bridge at 425 road (Piper Creek 
test site #1) downstream to Pomme de Terre River as impaired without data to 
confirm that designation?  
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On page 2 under item 2.1 The Setting, we suggest adding to the first paragraph “The 
watershed of the Town Branch targeted area contains approximately 3,800 
acres.” 
 
On page 3 under item 2.2 Physiographic Location, Geology and Soils, we suggest adding 

“However, local physical evidence indicates that Karst Topography underlay’s this 
watershed and sinkholes can serve as a direct channel to groundwater.” 
 
From what we can decipher from the various sections of the draft TMDL and discussed in items 
5.1 through 5.2.3 beginning on page 25 under Applicable Water Quality Standards and Numeric 
Water Quality Targets, the following appear to be stated: 
  5.1 Designated Beneficial Uses. The impaired use is “Protection of Warm Water 
Aquatic Life”. 
  5.2 Criteria.  A statement of what follows. 
  5.2.1 Dissolved Oxygen.  Daily minimum of 5 mg/L DO. 
  5.2.2 Organic Sediment.  Target based on chart in Appendix C. 
  5.2.3 Total Nitrogen and Total Phosphorus. TN = 0.289 mg/L,  TP = 0.007 mg/L. 
   

It appears to us that the target for Total Phosphorus (0.007 mg/L) is extremely 
low and would not be attainable in the waters of Town Branch or the receiving 
portion of Piper Creek. Realizing that the City of Bolivar has a population of 10,000 
inhabitants residing in the watershed and the fact that Polk County is the #l cattle producing 
County in the State, it seems to us that even a watershed without those challenges and with 
almost pristine conditions and dispersed inhabitants with large springs emanating from the 
watershed would not have phosphorus content consistently that low.  We respectfully request 
further review of the data from which that standard was derived and that the phosphorous 
standard be reconsidered.  We feel that setting a standard unrealistically low for a given 
watershed would only serve as a disincentive to even try to meet the standard.   
 
Flow information in this document is given in both cubic meters per second (cms) and cubic 

feet per second (cfs).  Data would be more compatible and helpful if cubic feet per 
second (cfs) were used consistently.  
 

It would be a tremendous benefit to the users of the data and standards if concentration 
(mg/L) could be used instead of other measures such as pounds per day.  That 
would make users of this information happier than going through the gyrations of converting to 
mg/L or PPM. 
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In summary, we appreciate the opportunity to comment on the monumental work that has 
gone into this document.  We also hope that you, in turn, appreciate the need to make the 
information as usable as possible for the people, governmental agencies and groups who will 
be working to make our streams and waters healthy and environmentally sound.   
 
 
Please direct your response and/or questions to: 
  Sam Kirby, Jr. 
  Secretary, BCWIG 
  1590 E. 422nd Rd. 
  Half Way, MO 65663 
  (Tele. 417‐777‐8020) 
  (E‐mail = sckirby2@gmail.com)  
 
 
 
 
 











Hoke, John 

From: Hoke, John

Sent: Monday, October 18, 2010 8:35 AM

To: 'Adkins.Tabatha@epamail.epa.gov'

Subject: Additional Comments on Town Branch/Piper Creek

Page 1 of 1

10/18/2010

TJ, 
  
For your consideration and incorporation into the Town Branch/Piper Creek TMDL.  These comments 
took a backseat to our submittals last week, but hopefully you'll be able to make these minor edits to the 
document.  If you have questions or would like additional details, let me know.  Thanks 
  
1.  At your convenience, the Department would like a copy of the EPA 2009a, Piper Creek Sampling 
Report prepared by URS Group for our administrative record. 
  
2.  Page 3, Sec. 2.3, 1st sentence.  Shouldn't reference be to Figure 1 not Figure 3? 
  
3.  Table 4 is missing headings in the version we reviewed. 
  
4.  Suggest adding conversion from MGD to cfs as a footnote, and perhaps the conversion from cms to 
cfs as well. 
  
5.  Page 29, 1st paragraph, last sentence: low DO is not listed as an impairment for these creeks.  Please 
correct wording. 
  
6.  Page 29, Add Ozark/Osage as the EDU and Level III 39 as the ecoregion where Piper Creek is 
located for clarity. 
  
7.  Section 6.1, Please include the TSS data used to calculate the 25th percentile target (appendix?) and 
what that target is. 
  
8.  Table 9, state that the point source flow is the sum of the 5 site-specific WWTFs. 
  
9.  Appendix C-3:  This graph seems incomplete, please add the TSS data. 
  
10.  Appendix F: Point sources, 1st paragraph - Please change the following sentence as indicated: "... 
quarterly instream monitoring for DO, TSS and nutrients upstream and downstream of Outfall 001 is 
required.  This will provide additional data with which to assess the impact of the WWTF on Town Branch. 
  
11.  Please add this paragraph to the end of the Point Source section:  "It should be noted that the state is 
currently developing nutrient criteria for rivers and streams.  When this has been accomplished, the TMDL 
will be revised to reflect the new criteria for TP and TN.  In expectation of these criteria, the nutrient WLAs 
developed in this TMDL will not be immediately added to the Bolivar WWTF permit.  Rather, nutrient 
monitoring will first be added to the facility operating permit to determine the current nutrient loading from 
the facility. 
  

John Hoke 
Env. Specialist IV, TMDL Unit Chief 
Water Quality Monitoring & Assessment 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
Phone: (573) 526-1446 Fax: (573) 522-9920 

  



1

Hoke, John

From: Adkins.Tabatha@epamail.epa.gov
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 4:35 PM
To: Hoke, John
Subject: Re: Additional Comments on Town Branch/Piper Creek

Tabatha Adkins, TMDL Coordinator
Water Quality Management Branch-WWPD,
USEPA Region 7
901 North 5th Street
Kansas City, KS 66101
913.551.7128
adkins.tabatha@epa.gov

                                                                                          
  From:       "Hoke, John" <john.hoke@dnr.mo.gov>                                         
                                                                                          
  To:         Tabatha Adkins/R7/USEPA/US@EPA                                              
                                                                                          
  Date:       10/18/2010 08:35 AM                                                         
                                                                                          
  Subject:    Additional Comments on Town Branch/Piper Creek                              
                                                                                          

TJ,

For your consideration and incorporation into the Town Branch/Piper Creek TMDL.  These 
comments took a backseat to our submittals last week, but hopefully you'll be able to make
these minor edits to the document.
If you have questions or would like additional details, let me know.
Thanks

1.  At your convenience, the Department would like a copy of the EPA 2009a, Piper Creek 
Sampling Report prepared by URS Group for our administrative record. EPA will provide MDNR
a copy of the Piper Creek Sampling Report once the material is approved by EPA and the 
final version sent by RTI.  Per contractual agreement, all contract deliverables are to be
delivered by the end of the the task order period of performance on Dec. 31, 2010.

2.  Page 3, Sec. 2.3, 1st sentence.  Shouldn't reference be to Figure 1 not Figure 3?  
Reference to Figure 3 is correct.

3.  Table 4 is missing headings in the version we reviewed. Table 4 has headings in the 
Word version - this appears to be an Adobe conversion error.  Will attempt to avoid this 
in the final established version.

4.  Suggest adding conversion from MGD to cfs as a footnote, Done see pg
18 and perhaps the conversion from cms to cfs as well.Done converted to cfs.

5.  Page 29, 1st paragraph, last sentence: low DO is not listed as an impairment for these
creeks.  Please correct wording.Done deleted sentence.

6.  Page 29, Add Ozark/Osage as the EDU and Level III 39 as the ecoregion where Piper 
Creek is located for clarity. Done

7.  Section 6.1, Please include the TSS data used to calculate the 25th percentile target 
(appendix?)Done and what that target is.Done
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8.  Table 9, state that the point source flow is the sum of the 5 site-specific WWTFs.Done

9.  Appendix C-3:  This graph seems incomplete, please add the TSS data.
Done

10.  Appendix F: Point sources, 1st paragraph - Please change the following sentence as 
indicated: "... quarterly instream monitoring for DO, TSS and nutrients upstream and 
downstream of Outfall 001 is required.  This will provide additional data with which to 
assess the impact of the WWTF on Town Branch.Done

11.  Please add this paragraph to the end of the Point Source section:
"It should be noted that the state is currently developing nutrient criteria for rivers 
and streams.  When this has been accomplished, the TMDL will be revised to reflect the new
criteria for TP and TN.  In expectation of these criteria, the nutrient WLAs developed in 
this TMDL will not be immediately added to the Bolivar WWTF permit.  Rather, nutrient 
monitoring will first be added to the facility operating permit to determine the current 
nutrient loading from the facility.Done

John Hoke
Env. Specialist IV, TMDL Unit Chief
Water Quality Monitoring & Assessment
Missouri Department of Natural Resources
Phone: (573) 526-1446 Fax: (573) 522-9920
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