
Upgrading Ordinances, 
Review/Approval Processes and 

Green Incentives
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The key ordinances in place 
several years

Illicit Discharge Ordinance, Nov, 2004

Streambuffer Ordinance, Jan, 2007

Stormwater Management Ord, 
March 2007, in effect Fall of 2007
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Stormwater management 
ordinance …a cautionary tale

Particularly Redevelopment
Current definition says when work is ½ 
the value of the existing property, it’s 
redevelopment

Impossible to administer

What the heck were we thinking?
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The fix is in … the manual

Reworded  the manual language 
so that the definition doesn’t matter

When pavement is removed and 
replaced or added, you do such and 
such
Stop-gap until better ordinance 
language
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Status of Ordinance Changes

Working on it for 1 ½ to 2 years
Advisory committee appointed 
midway
Staff and Advisory Committee 
disagree
May finally reach conclusion this 
spring
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This is a cautionary tale w.r.t. 
Green Infrastructure

The ordinances and the way they 
interact can be very complex
Unintended consequences are almost 
certain to arise
Go Slow and be careful
If the last 5 years had been “normal”, 
this situation would have been 
horrible
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Upgrading the Ordinances for 
Green Infrastructure

EPAs Water Quality Scorecard  - a 
good place to start
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Status of Upgrades

Just beginning to think about it

Need to get other Depts in City on 
board
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A few words about Reviews 
and Approvals

Keep it Simple
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Reference

Some of this presentation borrowed from a 
portion of an EPA webcast in 2009 ,

“Revising Local Plans, Codes and 
Ordinances, Water Harvesting”

Part of their Green Infrastructure webcast 
series


