
Chapter 4: Reeds Spring 

COMMUNITY PROFILE 

Reeds Spring is a rural community in the hilly Ozark region of Southwest Missouri and is a 

member of the Southwest Missouri Solid Waste Management D i c t  (District N). It is located in 

Stone county and accepts waste from both Stone and Taney Counties at the Reeds Spring 

Transfer Station. 

The largest gemator of solid waste is the City of Branson Although Branson has a relatively 

small population, it is a booming tourist location. On an average Summer day over 50,000 tourist 

visit Branson, with many spending the night in local motels. The surrounding communities are 

small and provide much of the work force for the Branson tourist industry. This heavy seasonal 

tourist flow makes the Reeds Spring waste stream rather unique. 

Reeds Spring is located on highway 13. It is 43 miles south of Spriogfeld, 21 1 miles southeast of 

Kansas City, and 251 miles southwest of St. Louis. 

Area (sq. miles) 
Population (1992) 
Density (per sq. mile) 
Pop. Change since 1980 
Number of households 
Persons per household 
High school graduates 
Median Family Income 
Percent below oovertv level 

Stone County 
463 

20,864 
45 

33.9% 
6,035 
2.40 

70.6Yo 
$23,772 
14.7% 

Taney County 
632 

27,592 
44 

34.8% 
7,570 
2.36 

70.8% 
$24,229 
13.6% 



Solidwaste collection 

American Disposal operates a fleet of packer trucks and collects most of the solid waste in Stone 

and Taney counties. AU samples were taken from American Disposal trucks. 

Solid waste dimmal 

American Disposal owns and operates the Transfer station at Reeds Springs. Waste is 

consolidated and shipped to a landiill in Kansas. They receive approximately 66,000 tons of 

waste per year. The current tipping fee at the transfer station is $44.00. 

w e  d e f i o t l  Wid r~cych'irr~ DroPranrr 

American Disposal offers some curbside service to residents in Hollister and collects recyclable 

materials fiom several commercial accounts. The City of Branson operates a drop-off center for 

recyclables. American Disposal also operates a mated recovery fscility (MRF) at the Reeds 

Spring location. In 1995 approximately 2,312 tons of material was recycled at the Reeds Spring 

location. 

Re& Surin~ Remits 

Information about sample size and composition are listed in tables 4-1 through 4-8 

AU weights are listed in pounds and all volumes are in cubic feet. 



SORT # 1 

SortCodti011~ 

The first sort was conducted February 12th through the 15th. American Disposal provided a sort 

area inside a metal building next to the tipping and loading area. The tent used for the sorting 

facility was not required during this sort. The weather was mild and sunny; unseasonably warm 

for the time of year. 



REEDS SPRING 
SORT #1 

Sample # Sample Size Composition Recycling 
Weight Volume Res. Comm. Activities 

None 
None 

Drop-off 
None 

Curb side 
Drop-off 

None 
None 
None 

Curb side 
Drop-off 
Drop-off 

None 
None 

Collection Location 

Crane, Stone Co 
Rural So. Stone Co. 
Branson, Stone Co. 
Blue Eye, Stone Co. 
Hoilister, Taney Co. 
Branson, Taney Co. 
Forsythe, Taney Co. 
Reeds Spring, Spokane, Stone 
Cape Fair, Galena, Stone Co. 
Hollister, Taney Co. 
Branson, Stone Co. 
Point Royale Condo's 
Kinberling City, Stone Co. 
Forsythe, Taney Co. 

TOTALS 3846.0 795.8 
AVERAGE 274.7 56.8 68% 32% 

TABLE 4-1 



REEDS SPRING 
TOTALS AVERAGE 

wt. vol. wt . vol. 

SORT #1 
PERCENTAGE 

Pct. by wt. Pct. by vol. CATEGORY 

Cardboard 
Newsprint 
Magazines 
High Grade 
Mixed 
PAPER TOTALS 

Clear 
Brown 
Gmen 
Other 
GLASS TOTALS 

Alum. Cans 
Other Alum 
Nonferrous 
Food Cans 
Ferrous 
Oil Filters 
METAL TOTALS 

PET #I 
HDPE # 2 
Film 
Other Plastic 
PLASTIC TOTALS 

Food Wuste 
Wood Waste 

wipers 
Other Organics 
ORGANIC TOTALS 

Fines 
OUter Inorganics 
INORGANIC TOTALS 

TOTAL SORT 

TABLE 4-2 





SORT # 2 

sort Gmditi0~ 

The second sort was conducted May 20th through the 22nd. The sorting procedure used for the 

first round of sorts was also used for this sort. The sort facility was set approximately 500 yards 

south of the transfer building. The weather was overcast and seasonably mild. 



Sample # Sample Size 
Weight Volume 

TOTALS 2863.1 623.5 
AVERAGE 204.5 44.5 

REEDS SPRING 
SORT # 2 

Composition 
Res. Comm. 

Recycling 
~ c t i v i i e s  

Drop-off 
Drop-off 

None 
Drop-off 

None 
Drop-off 

None 
Drop-off 
Drop-off 

None 
Drop-off 
Drop-off 
Drop-off 
Drop-off 

23% 77% 

TABLE 4-3 

Collection Location 

Branson 
Branson 
Branson West 
Branson 
Kimberling City 
Branson/College of the Ozarks 
Forsythe 
Branson 
Branson 
Cape Fair/ Galena 
Branson 
BransonlPoint Royale 
Branson 
Branson 



CATEGORY 
TOT 

wt . 

REED SPRINGS 
'ALS AVERAGE 

vol. wt . vol. 

SORT # 2 
PERCENTAGES 

Pct. by wt. Pct. by vol. 

Cardboard 
Newsprint 
Magazines 

High Grade 

Mixed 
PAPER TOTALS 

Clear 
Bmwn 

Gleen 

Other 
GLASS TOTALS 

Alum. Cans 
Other Alum 
Nonferrous 
Food Cans 

Ferrous 

Oil Filters 
METAL TOTALS 

PET # 1 

HDPE # 2 
Film 
Other Plastic 
PLASTIC TOTALS 

Food waste 

wood waste 
Textiles 
Diapers 
Other Organics 
ORGANIC TOTALS 

Fines 
Other Inorganics 
INORGANIC TOTALS 

TOTAL SORT 





SORT # 3 

The third sort was conducted September 9th through the 1 lth. The sort facility was set up in the 
, . 

same area as Sort #2. Weather wnditions were clear and warm. 



REEDS SPRING 
SORT # 3 

Sample # Sample Size Composition Recycling 
Weight Volume Res. Comm. Activities 

None 
None 
None 

Drop-off 
None 
None 

Drop-off 
None 
None 

Curbside 
Drop-off 
Drop-off 

Collection Location 

Kimberling City-south 
Branson West 
Crane 
Branson/ Point Royale 
Hwy 861 Taney Co. 
Hwy 131 Stone Co. 
Branson 
Kimberling City 
Reeds Spring 
Hollister 
Table Rock 
Branson 

TOTALS 2573.2 612.4 
AVERAGE 214.4 51.0 38% 62% 

TABLE 4-5 



CATEGORY 

Card board 
Newsprint 

Magazines 

High Grade 

Mixed 
PAPER TOTALS 

Clear 

Brown 

Green 

Other 
GLASS TOTALS 

Alum. Cans 
Other Alum 
Non ferrous 

Food Cans 

Ferrous 

Oil Filters 
METAL TOTALS 

PET # 1 
HDPE # 2 

Film 

Other Plastic 
PLASTIC TOTALS 

Food Waste 

Wood Waste 
Textiles 
Diapers 

Other Organics 
ORGANIC TOTALS 

Fines 

Other lnorganics 
INORGANIC TOTALS 

REEDS SPRING 
TOTALS AVERAGE 

wt. vol. wt. vol. 

SORT # 3 
PERCENTAGE 

Pct. by wt. Pct. by vol. 

TOTAL SORT 2570.2 612.4 214.2 51.0 100.00% 100.00% 
TABLE 4-6 



SORT SUMMARY 

&UWtld VM'&ILF 

The first sort was mostly residential because the tourist season had not begun. The second 

and third sorts were mostly commercial and represent the impact of the tourism indu- on 

Branson. 

Paper totals were higher during the second and third round sorts. Most of this increase was 

promotional brochures for tourist attractions. 

Aluminum cans increased as the weather grew warmer. 

Plastic increased significantly atter the first round. Much of this was polystyrene containers 

from fast food establishments. 

&am!& 

Chart 4-1 graphically compares the three seasonal sort results and shows the average waste 

composition, by major category, for Reeds Spring. 

The sample data for all Reeds Spring waste sorts are listed on table 4-7. 

The sort results for Reeds Spring are listed on table 4-8. 

The summary of statistical relevance for the Reeds Spring sorts is located on page 54 

The total for all "other wastesn found during the Reeds Spring sorts is on page 54. 

All weights are in pounds and volumes are listed in cubic feet. 

Comparisons of the Reed's Spring waste stream to previous studies and other communities can be 

found inchapter 13. 





REEDS SPRING 
SAMPLE SUMMARY 

Sort # Dates Number of Sample Size Composition 
Samples Weight Volume Residential Commercial 

TOTALS 
LVERAGE 

TABLE 4-7 



REEDS SPRING 
SORT # 1 SORT # 2 

w. VOL. WT. VOL. 

SUMMARY 
AVERAGE 

w. VOL. 
SORT #3 

WT. VOL. CATEGORY 

Cardboard 

Newsprint 

Magazines 

High Grade 

Mixed 

PAPER TOTALS 

Clear 

Brown 1.9% 

Green 0.6% 

Other 0.3% 

GLASS TOTALS 7.0% 

Alum. Cans 1.2% 

Other Alum 0.5% 

Non ferrous 0.2% 

Food Cans 3.5% 

Ferrous 1.9% 

Oil Filters 0.4% 

METAL TOTALS 7.7% 

PET # 1 1.6% 

HDPE # 2 1.8% 

Film 4.0% 

Other Plastic 6.6% 

PLASTIC TOTALS 14.0% 

Food Waste 15.6% 

Wood Waste 1.5% 

Textiles 3.9% 

Diapers 2.7% 

Other Organics 1.8% 
ORGANIC TOTALS 25.5% 

Fines 7.3% 

Other lnorganics 2.0% 
INORGANIC TOTALS 9.3% 

SORT TOTALS 100% 

TABLE 4-8 
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