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COMMISSIONMEMBERS PRESENT: Kathryn Braden, Thomas Bradley, Richard 
Fordyce and Gary Vandiver 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: JON HAGLER, DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE: Judy 
Grundler; BOB ZIEHMER, DEPT. OF CONSERVATION: Clint Dalbom; 
SARA PARKER PAULEY, DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES: Dru Buntin; 

ADVISORYMEMBERS PRESENT: SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM: Colleen Meredith; MASWCD: Steve Radcliff; NRCS: J.R. Flores 

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Kurt Boeckmann, Jim Boschert, April Brandt, Kerry 
Cordray, Jeremia Markway, Christa Moody, Jennifer Pellett, James Plassmeyer, Bill 
Wilson, Steve Walker 

OTHERS PRESENT: DISTRICTS: Butler: Rob Nations; Cape Girardeau: Denise 
Aufdenberg, Paula Meier; Chariton: Scott Callighan; Dunklin: Sean Droke, Lisa West, 
Brice Wyrick; Iron: Ken Wooten, Terri Matthews; Ripley: Rachel Griffin; Perry: Karen 
Lukefahr; St. Francois: Vince Kauflin, Warren Shelley, Ken Gilliam, Wilma Carlyon; 
Scott: Kay Wilson; MISSOURI FARM BUREAU: Kelly Smith; DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES: Darrick Steen, Tracy Haag, Greg Combs; ATTORNEY 
GENERAL'S OFFICE: Tim Duggan; MASWCD: Kenny Lovelace; MSWCDEA: 
Sandy Hutchison; United States Environmental Protection Agency: Greg Bach; URS 
Corporation: Mike Alesandrini; University of Missouri: Ranjith Udawatta; 

A.	 CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Richard Fordyce called the meeting to order, in Park Hills, Missouri, at 
Mineral Area College at 8:38 a.m. Poll of Commission members was taken: Richard 
Fordyce, Kathryn Braden, Gary Vandiver, and Thomas Bradley were present, which 
made a quorum. 

B.	 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
1.	 January 11, 2012 Open Session Minutes 

Kathryn Braden made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 11,2012 
Commission meeting. Gary Vandiver seconded the motion. When asked by the 
chair, Thomas Bradley, Gary Vandiver, Richard Fordyce and Kathryn Braden 
voted in favor ofthe motion and the motion carried unanimously. 
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2.	 January 11, 2012 Closed Session Minutes 
Gary Vandiver made a motion to approve the closed minutes of the January 11, 
2012 Commission meeting. Kathryn Braden seconded the motion. When asked 
by the chair, Thomas Bradley, Gary Vandiver, Richard Fordyce and Kathryn 
Braden voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

3.	 February 10,2012 Open Session Conference Call Minutes 
Thomas Bradley made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 10, 2012 
Commission conference call meeting. Kathryn Braden seconded the motion. 
When asked by the chair, Thomas Bradley, Gary Vandiver, Richard Fordyce and 
Kathryn Braden voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

4.	 March 9, 2012 Open Session Conference Call Minutes 
Gary Vandiver made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2012 
Commission conference call meeting. Thomas Bradley seconded the motion. 
When asked by the chair, Thomas Bradley, Gary Vandiver, Richard Fordyce and 
Kathryn Braden voted in favor ofthe motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

C.	 STATUS UPDATE ON THE ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES FROM 
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 
Tim Duggan stated a draft of the roles and responsibilities document is being circulated 
through his chain of command. The draft document will be submitted to the Commission 
for their information prior to the completion of the final document. 

D.	 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
1.	 Our Missouri Waters Presentations 

Darrick Steen, Department ofNatural Resources Watershed Coordinator, 
presented information on "Our Missouri Waters Initiative." 

Tracy Haag, Department ofNatural Resources Big River Watershed 
Coordinator/Environmental Engineer, introduced the following presenters: Greg 
Combs, Greg Bach, and Mike Alisandrini. 

Greg Combs, Department ofNatural Resources field operations supervisor for the 
eastern parks district, presented information on the state parks that are in the Big 
River Watershed area. 

Greg Bach, United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Project 
Manager, presented information on the projects EPA has been involved in with 
the three counties in the Big River Watershed area and why. 

Mike Alisandrini, senior consultant with the URS Corporation, presented 
information pertaining to the watershed group discussions being held over the 
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past few years in Jefferson, S1. Francois, and Washington counties and shared 
insights that have come from that process. 

2.	 Special Recognition 
Dru Buntin requested this item be deferred until the May 9, 2012 Commission 
meeting. 

3.	 Completed State Audit Report of the Soil and Water Conservation Program 
Bill Wilson presented the completed State Audit Report ofthe Soil and Water 
Conservation Program (SWCP). Missouri State Auditor, Thomas A. Schweich, 
released the audit of the Department ofNatural Resources, SWCP on February 
14,2012. The scope ofthe audit covered Fiscal Years (FY) 2009-2011. The 
report is available online at the State Auditor's website. 

The objectives of the audit were to: evaluate the program's internal controls over 
significant management and financial functions, evaluate the program's 
compliance with certain legal functions, and evaluate the economy and efficiency 
of certain management practices and operations, including certain financial 
transactions. 

The auditor's report had one finding, with three parts to that finding. The finding 
related to oversight of district activities and the three parts of this finding include; 
review of district minutes, administrative grant monitoring, and district audits. 

Recommendations made by the State Auditor were: develop procedures to ensure 
documentation of minutes and follow-up on concerns is prepared and retained; 
improve district monitoring procedures to include reviewing supporting 
documentation for payroll and ensure administrative expenditures are allowable 
and reasonable; and ensure district audits are conducted annually in accordance 
with state law or develop a plan to ensure audits are conducted periodically for all 
districts. The program agreed with the recommendations and will implement all 
recommendations through new policies and procedures. 

The overall performance of the SWCP was rated as "Good". A "Good" rating 
indicates the program is well managed. The report contains few findings and the 
program has indicated most or all recommendations have already been, or will be 
implemented. 

Kathryn Braden stated that for the district minutes a checklist would be useful to 
the district staff. Bill Wilson stated that is part of the policies and procedures 
being implemented in regards to district minutes. The district coordinators would 
be reviewing the district minutes and utilizing the checklist for accuracy. 

Richard Fordyce questioned if the Commission needed to provide assistance, such 
as training in the areas indicated in the audit or is it an issue for the Missouri 
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (MASWCD). 
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Steve Radcliff stated that Oklahoma employees are presenting a one day 
workshop. Employees would train fellow employees in the areas that they work 
in. He stated that this may be an option here in Missouri. 

4.	 Proposed Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 Soil and Water Conservation Program 
Budget 
Bill Wilson presented the proposed FY13 Soil and Water Conservation Program 
(SWCP) budget. He presented the steps of the appropriations process. At this 
time, the FY13 budget is at the House ofRepresentatives for approval before it 
moves on to the Senate. Both chambers will need to approve the budget by May 
11, 2012, in order for the Governor to sign it prior to the start ofthe new FY. The 
proposed total FY13 budget for the SWCP is $42,635,331. 

E.	 REQUESTS 
1.	 University of Missouri Cover Crop Research Project 

Jeremia Markway presented the University of Missouri Cover Crop Research 
Project. The commission approved a cover crop system practice to be piloted in 
Chariton County. Chariton Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) 
entered into an agreement with Associated Electric to conduct demonstrations and 
analyses on approximately 85 acres of farmland owned by Associated Electric in 
Chariton County. Ranjith Udawatta, Associate Professor of Research with the 
Department of Soil, Environmental and Atmospheric Sciences, University of 
Missouri, submitted a preproposal for a Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) for 
the purpose of demonstration and analysis on this farm. 

The CIG is a voluntary program intended to stimulate the development and 
adoption of innovative conservation approaches and technologies, while 
leveraging Federal investment in environmental enhancement and protection, in 
conjunction with agricultural production. Under CIG, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) funds are used to award competitive grants to non
Federal governmental or non-governmental organizations, Tribes, or individuals. 

The grant program is looking for a one to one match in funds or in-kind services. 
Some partners are offering services such as equipment usage for planting. Others 
are offering seed or various forms oflabor. Ranjith Udawatta is requesting a 
portion of the research funding for the project from the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) Soil and Water Conservation Program (SWCP). 

The purpose of the project is to demonstrate and analyze how conservation 
practices such as cover crops, no till and nutrient management affect soil health, 
environmental quality, and farm productivity. This grant will cover three years 
starting September 1, 2012 and ending August 31, 2015. 

A variety of soil and water quality monitoring analyses will be conducted on the 
farm: Infiltration rates, organic matter changes, nutrient analysis, microbial 
population changes, soil food-web, runoff, groundwater loading, nutrients, and 
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sedimentation will be monitored. Additionally, researchers will be tracking 
nutrient management through the use of spad meters and set up weather stations 
to track influences of temperature and precipitation on the rotations. 

The following was offered for Commission consideration: Approve the University 
of Missouri's request to support the research proposal up to the amount of 
$225,000, contingent upon approval of the CIG. 

Ranjith Udawatta addressed the commission to explain the planned research on 
the farm and answer any questions the Commission had. 

After discussion, Gary Vandiver made a motion to approve the University of 
Missouri's request to support the research proposal amount of$75,000 a year for 
up to three years, contingent upon approval of the Conservation Innovation Grant 
and the Department has the right to retain equipment purchased with research 
funds to perform this project. Kathryn Braden seconded the motion. When asked 
by the chair, Thomas Bradley, Kathryn Braden, Gary Vandiver, and Richard 
Fordyce voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

2.	 Chariton SWCD - FY 2013 Fund Request for Cover Crop Pilot Project 
Jeremia Markway presented the Chariton SWCD request for funding of the Cover 
Crops Systems Pilot Practice. At the January Commission meeting, a Cover Crop 
Systems Pilot Practice was approved. The Commission requested the SWCP 
work with Chariton SWCD to determine the funding level needed to implement 
the practice. Jeremia Markway reviewed the practice and the levels of 
participation. 

Chariton SWCD is requesting $50,000 a year for four years for a total of 
$200,000. At $75.00 per acre for up to 25 acres, a producer would receive $1,850 
per year. Over the course of four years, the operator could receive roughly 
$7,500. The $7,500 per operator multiplied by 25 operators would require 
$187,500 to fund the pilot. That cost is spread out over four years, with the 
annual cost to fund the pilot being $46,875. The board has requested slightly 
more than this amount to ensure adequate funding in case the participation is 
higher than previously expected. 

There will be one sign up for the practice that will cover the entire pilot period. 
Upon initial sign up for the practice, the Commission will be provided a summary 
of the numbers of operators, acres enrolled, and fiscal impact, as well as annual 
briefings on the status of the pilot. 

The following was offered for Commission consideration: approve the Chariton 
SWCD request for $50,000 per year for the next four years to fund the Cover 
Crop Systems Pilot Practice. 
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Scott Callighan, Chariton SWCD Technician, stated the interest for this pilot is 
tremendous and this is a great opportunity for local producers, as well as the state 
as a whole. 

After discussion, Thomas Bradley made a motion to approve the Chariton SWCD 
request for $50,000 per year for the next four years to fund the Cover Crop 
Systems Pilot practice. Kathryn Braden seconded the motion. Then asked by the 
chair, Thomas Bradley, Kathryn Braden, Gary Vandiver, and Richard Fordyce 
voted in favor of the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

F.	 SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM DIRECTOR'S 
COMMENT 
1.	 Mississippi River Basin Initiative Update 

Steve Walker presented the Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative 
(MRBI) update. The MRBI promotes voluntary implementation of core and 
supporting conservation practices that avoid, control, and trap nutrient and 
sediment runoff. It will also improve wildlife habitat, restore wetlands, and 
maintain agricultural productivity. 

The MRBI cost-share funds are paid directly to eligible producers for 
implementing conservation practices. Federally recognized Indian tribes, state 
and local units of government, producer associations, farm cooperatives, institutes 
of higher education, and nongovernmental organizations are eligible to apply. 
Individual agricultural producers are not eligible to submit MRBI project 
proposals. 

A total of 54 8-digit Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) watershed focus areas in 13 
states are eligible for MRBI funding, six ofthose 54 are in Missouri. In 2010, 
Missouri was awarded MRBI Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative 
(CCPI) funding for 12 MRBI projects, the most of any eligible state. The projects 
are planned to be funded for a total of $28,300,000 over five years. 

In 2011, Missouri was awarded MRBI CCPI funding for six MRBI projects, again 
the most of any eligible state. These projects are planned to receive $9,700,000 
over four years. 

In 2012, Missouri submitted four new MRBI project proposals that were due by 
March 19,2012. A total of$7,581,914 in MRBI funds were requested by the 
Macon, Stoddard, Putnam, and Randolph SWCDs. 

Steve Walker stated that one of the key factors in the success of the MRBI 
proposals has been the amounts contributed by the SWCP and other partners at 
the local level. One of the key criteria is the partnerships and non-federal funds 
provided to the projects. 
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The Environmental Protection Agency, Region 7, is contributing at least $67,200 
to enhance biological monitoring in the Lower Grand Watershed through 2012. 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is contributing up to $345,000 
for Strategic Watershed Action Teams (SWAT) to accelerate implementation of 
Missouri's MRBI projects by providing more "boots on the ground." The SWCP 
is providing up to $115,000 in matching funds toward this effort. 

G.	 REQUESTS (CONTINUED) 
1.	 Natural Disaster Assessment Update 

Kurt Boeckmann presented the Natural Disaster Assessment update. The total 
Disaster Assistance that has been approved to date is $377,737 and the request 
period is open until June 30, 2012. Items that need to be submitted in the Natural 
Disaster Assessment were: the counties disaster status, narrative for practices and 
extents of damage, and completed spreadsheet with cost-share estimates. 

Mr. Boeckmann reviewed some of USDA's efforts to restore these areas affected 
through natural disasters. Emergency Conservation Program funding for the 
northwest part of Missouri is $11.6 million. This amount has been allocated for 
repairs. Currently, $375,000 has been paid out of those funds with more requests 
to come. The southeast part of Missouri has allocated $4.2 million, $1.2 million 
has been paid to producers. 

The first round of Emergency Watershed Protection funds (EWP) for Missouri 
NRCS was approximately $30.million for 75 percent cost-share assistance. This 
covers a majority of work in southeast Missouri from the Mississippi river 
flooding and Southwest Missouri from the Joplin tornado. 

The second round ofEWP funding is $3 million for 75 percent cost-share 
assistance. This funding covers the Northwest Missouri due to flooding. 

The total estimated cost reported on latest Natural Disaster Cost-Share Damage 
Assessment from districts to utilize state cost share is $1.4 million. 

a.	 Dunklin SWCD 
Kurt Boeckmann presented the Dunklin SWCD Natural Disaster request. 
Dunklin SWCD requested $720,000 FY12 and $720,000 FY13 for a total 
of $1,440,000. The request covers 575 drop-pipe structures at $2,500 each 
to repair. 

The following was offered for Commission consideration: approve 
initially $250,000 in Natural Disaster funding, with the ability to receive 
up to $500,000 in FY12, providing the district adheres to the correct cost
share processes. 

Kathryn Braden stated the Natural Disaster funds were for repairs, not new 
structures and Dunklin SWCD is requesting new drop-pipe installations. 
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Sean Droke, Dunklin SWCD board member, was available for questions. 
He stated these are new drop pipes that would be installed. April Brandt 
noted that Dunklin SWCD is 100 percent obligated in this resource 
concern. 

Richard Fordyce stated a disaster request should be to fix something that 
has already been put in place and that has already been paid for, rather 
than new installation. 

After extensive discussion, Kathryn Braden made a motion to deny 
Dunklin SWCD's request for $720,000 FY12 and $720,000 FY13 for a 
totalof$I,440,000. Gary Vandiver seconded the motion. A poll was 
taken. Kathryn Braden, Thomas Bradley, Gary Vandiver, and Richard 
Fordyce voted in favor of the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

b.	 Adair SWCD 
Kurt Boeckmann presented the Adair SWCD Natural Disaster request. 
Adair SWCD requested $1,452 for one water impoundment reservoir with 

a failed spillway due to heavy rains. The district agrees to use existing 
FYl2 funds, so no action is necessary by the Commission. 

H.	 SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM DIRECTOR'S 
COMMENTS (CONTINUED) 
1.	 FY 2012 Cost-Share/SALT Fund Status 

April Brandt presented the FY12 Cost-Share/SALT fund status update as of 
March 15,2012. The allocated amount for FY12 Regular Cost-Share was 
$31,616,059, obligated was $23,769,340 and the paid amount was $13,896,779. 
The FY12 SALT Cost-Share allocated amount was $2,402,291 with $1,564,052 
obligated, and $1,009,716 paid. 

2. FY 2012 Second Additional Supplemental Cost-Share Allocation Summary 
Kurt Boeckmann presented the FY12 Second Supplemental Cost-Share 

Allocation summary. The Commission authorized a second supplemental 
allocation in February 2012. The Commission determined that for a district to 
qualify for the second supplemental allocation must be 80 percent of their FY12 

allocation obligated on February 15,2012. There were 95 districts that qualified 

for the second supplemental allocation in at least one resource concern. The total 
for the second supplemental allocation was $3,987,000. 

3.	 FY 2013 SALT Cost-Share Advanced Allocation 
Kurt Boeckmann presented the FY13 SALT Cost-Share advanced allocation. On 
February 21, 2012, the program sent a letter to 22 districts notifying them that 
they could request an advanced cost-share allocation for SALT projects. This will 
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allow SALT districts the opportunity to start practices early due to ideal 
construction conditions, which will increase utilization of SALT funds and help 
districts reach their goals. The districts can request up to 18 percent of their FY13 
allocation. Five of the 22 eligible districts have requested and received advanced 
SALT allocations. 

4.	 Environmental Quality Incentive Program - Cover Crop Practice 
Cooperation 

Jeremia Markway presented the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) 
- Cover Crop Practice Cooperation. Program staff recently met with NRCS staff 
to determine if there were ways to work together to strengthen the cover crop 
practice and focus on soil health through the collaboration of state and federal 
funds. One goal is to coordinate program requirements to provide a seamless 
transition for producers enrolled in EQIP to move into a state cost-share policy. 
Because of the extended time needed to see dramatic results from soil health 
practices, another goal is to work together to provide cost-share to producers for a 
longer time than either program could offer on an individual basis. 

It is commonly thought that it takes three years or more to significantly improve 
soil health. One thought about working collaboratively is to offer two years of 
state cost-share to operators that participated in EQIP soil health practices for 
three years. If the Chariton pilot proves to work well, a similar practice could be 
offered statewide. 

The following was offered for Commission consideration: support a collaborative 
cover crop practice policy development and financial efforts to strengthen 
Missouri's Soil Health Initiative. 

After discussion, Kathryn Braden made a motion to work with NRCS to support 
collaborative cover crop practice policy development and financial efforts to 
strengthen Missouri's Soil Health Initiative. Thomas Bradley seconded the 
motion. Then asked by the chair, Thomas Bradley, Kathryn Braden, Gary 
Vandiver, and Richard Fordyce voted in favor ofthe motion and the motion 
carried unanimously. 

5. FY 2013 District Assistance Grant 
Jim Boschert was prepared to present review of possible reimbursement of 
personal accounting services and modifications to the and Information Education 
Grant review. The commission requested that Mr. Boschert send out information 
to the districts for comments and then return at the May commission meeting. 

I. REPORTS 
1. NRCS 

J.R. Flores presented the NRCS report. He presented a letter referring to the 
"Field Office of the Future". This letter was sent out by Dave White, Chief of the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Gene Schmidt, President National 



MINUTES--MISSOURI SOIL & WATER DISTRICTS COMMISSION 
March 21, 2012 
Page 10 

Association of Conservation Districts. The letter requests the NRCS State 
Conservationist to take a proactive approach to best serve the customers' needs by 
looking at: technology, labor, cost, and location. In doing so, develop an open 
transparent, and inclusive process with staff, partners, otherstakeholders, and the 
customers to develop a plan that evaluates the organizational effectiveness of the 
field offices. The plan must outline a vision of what state field offices of the 
future will look like including: a review offield offices co-located by NRCS and 
conservation districts, and identification of the types and levels of service to be 
provided in these "Field Offices of the Future". This plan needs to include the 
areas listed, as well as preparation for office closure locations should budget 
reductions be required. 
Mr. Flores stated he has had discussions with Steve Radcliff, Sandy Hutchison, 
and Colleen Meredith to form a group to start looking at this issue. 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) seasonal High Tunnel 
Initiative continues to be an extremely popular initiative in Missouri. They 
recently received $1,065,000, which will fund nearly 180 applications. This 
allocation was the highest awarded to any state in the nation. Judy Grundler 
stated that $350,000 was available for specialty crops grants from the Department 
of Agriculture. Grant proposals are due in by May 11, 2012. Previously awarded 
grants can be viewed on the on the USDA web site, as well as other grants and 
cost-share funds available. 

The EQIP National Water Quality Initiative was established to address high
priority water resource concerns in impaired watersheds. Missouri has reserved 
over $750,000, which will be utilized in three impaired 12 digit HUC watersheds. 
Natural Resources Conservation Service will be soliciting recommendations from 
both DNR and State Technical Committee for the selected watersheds. 

Mr. Flores announced there is $150,000 available for state Conservation 
Innovation Grants; looking at energy conservation, soil quality, and organic 
agriculture with a minimum of $50,000 per grant. 

On April is" is a Partnership video teleconference with the Dave White. 

Mr. Flores stated that he met with Representative Tom Loehner and Don 
Engemann with Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer's office. Representative 
Loehner is very concerned about stream bank erosion. He wants the Federal 
Government and State Government to get more involved to address stream bank 
erosion. Mr. Flores said he would have funds available if a state agency would 
want to partner with NRCS on this issue. Dru Buntin stated that during the course 
of the budget hearings this issue was brought up. He stated DNR is committed to 
being involved in this issue and moving forward. 

Mr. Flores stated that due to the increased interest by the SWCDs in soil quality 
and health, he has made available a Soil Quality Specialist position. This position 
would handle requested information on soil health and training. 



MINUTES--MISSOURI SOIL & WATER DISTRICTS COMMISSION 
March 21,2012 
Page 11 

2. MASWCD 
Steve Radcliff presented the Missouri Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts report. The National meeting was held in Las Vegas where Missouri 

was named in the top ten for leadership and education. 

Mr. Radcliff stated he is hearing a lot in reference to information/education and 
would like to get a report on the status. He requested getting either the 
information/education grant and/or matching money back into the program. 

3. Department of Conservation 
Clint Dalbom presented the Department of Conservation (MDC) report. He stated 
that cost-share has been very active. Until two weeks prior, MDC was fighting 
wild fires for several days. Also, with the early warm weather the turkey activity 
is picking up. 

There is a new program with Arneren UE "WOW" Wires over Wildlife, this will 
enable placement of wildlife habitats. Interested parties can contact the local 
MDC office or local Private Land Conservationist for details. The MCD website 
has local contact information available. 

Mr. Dalbom also updated the commission on feral hogs and the aggressive 
, internal plan to address this issue in Missouri, as well as the elk population in 

Missouri. 

4. Department of Agriculture 
Judy Grundler presented the Department of Agriculture report. She stated this is 
the time of year for surveying of different insect pests and diseases. The 
quarantine in Wayne County is still in effect. It has not spread out of Wayne 
County but as a precaution all of the ash trees around the arch are being removed 
due to the Emerald Ash Borer. 

Also being watched a species of stink bug that is very devastating to the fruit 
industry on the east coast. This bug has been found in surrounding states but has 
not reached pest level yet with it being primarily a problem for homeowners. 

One of the diseases being watched for is the canker disease of Black Walnut. To 
date it has not been detected in Missouri. Also another disease being watched for 
is Dogwood Anthracnose. There was evidence of this disease in Kirkwood last 
year. 

There is a new permit process for anyone that owns or keeps large carnivores such 
as lions, tigers and cheetahs. 
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J. PUBLIC 
Sandy Hutchison, President of the Employees Association, addressed the commission 
requesting that if the two percent pay raise, proposed by the governor for state employees 
is received, that consideration be given to the district employees as well. 

K. NEXT MEETING DATE 
The next scheduled meeting is May 9' 2012, in Jefferson City at the DNR Conference 
Center. 

L. ADJOURNMENT 
Gary Vandiver moved the meeting be adjourned. Kathryn Braden seconded the motion. 
Motion approved by consensus at 2:42 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Colleen Meredith, Director 
Soil and Water Conservation Program 

Approved by: 

RichardFOTdYC*
 
Missouri Soil and Water Districts Commission
 

/clm
 


