
May I, 1991

Mr. Phil Lammers
City Manager
City of Cameron Missouri
205 North Main street
Cameron, Missouri 64474

Re: Rockwool Company site

Dear Mr. Lammers:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) investigated an
anonymous complaint of unauthorized dumping at the former
Rockwool Company Plant site in Cameron, Missouri because of
allegations of unauthorized disposal of hazardous wastes at the
site. Our investigation activities focused on site
investigations which included a geophysical survey of potential
disposal areas. Further, we reviewed the findings of a site
assessment study, including limited analytical data, which was
conducted for the city of Cameron by an environmental consulting
firm and interviewed former employees and residents familiar with
past operations of the Rockwool Company Plant, as well as
officials of Susquehanna Corporation, the parent corporation of
Rockwool regarding waste disposal practices at the Rockwool
facility.

Our site investigations and the other information available
to us do not substantiate the allegations of unauthorized
disposal of waste, neither do we at the present time have
evidence of a release of hazardous substances. Therefore, we
have determined that at this time no further investigations or
other response activities relating to the Rockwool Company Plant
are required.

If you have any further questions, please contact me at
(913) 236-3888.

Sincerely,
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Paul E. Doherty
Chief, site Investigation section
Emergency Planning and Response
Environmental Services Division
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION VII
726 MINNESOTA AVENUE

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 66101

May 1, 1991

Mr. Phil Lammers
City Manager
City of Cameron Missouri
205 North Main street
Cameron, Missouri 64474

Re: Rockwool Company site

Dear Mr. Lammers:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) investigated an
anonymous complaint of unauthorized dumping at the former
Rockwool company Plant site in Cameron, Missouri because of
allegations of unauthorized disposal of hazardous wastes at the
site. Our investigation activities focused on site
investigations which included a geophysical survey of potential
disposal areas. Further, we reviewed the findings of a site
assessment study, including limited analytical data, which was
conducted for the City of Cameron by an environmental consulting
firm and interviewed former employees and residents familiar with
past operations of the Rockwool company Plant, as well as
officials of Susquehanna Corporation, the parent corporation of
Rockwool regarding waste disposal practices at the Rockwool
facility.

Our site investigations and the other information available
to us do not sUbstantiate the allegations of unauthorized
disposal of waste, neither do we at the present time have
evidence of a release of hazardous substances. Therefore, we
have determined that at this time no further investigations or
other response activities relating to the Rockwool Company Plant
are required.

If you have any further questions, please contact me at
(913) 236-3888.

Paul E. Doherty
Chief, site Investlgation section
Emergency Planning and Response
Environmental Services Division
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FROM:

REGION VII

CONGR~§~JONAL CONTROLLED CORRESP2N[)ENCE
CONGRESSIONAL AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL LIAISON

CONTROL NO:
Christopher S. Bond

CONSTITUENT: Phil J.ammers
City Manager
City of Cameron
205 North Main Street
Cameron, MO 64429

DATE RECEIVED:

4'"'30-91.
DUE DATE:

5-7--91

SUBJECT:

ASSIGNED:

EPA involvement in former Rocktvool Company, Ine.
complex making sale difficult.

SIGNATURE: REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

To Coordinate Response call:
__ Ann Keener x7388

':'l:~. Jan Lambert x7768

For General Information, call x7308, CIGL.

7·EPA·5230.1 IT) IRevised 10/90)

Response to: 312 Monroe

Jefferson CitY:1 NO 65101
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REGION VII

CONGRESSIONAL CONTROLLED CORRESPONDENCE
CONGRESSIONAL AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL LIAISON

FROM:

CONSTITUENT:

Christopher S. Bond

Phil Lammers
City Manager
City of Cameron
205 North Main Street
Cameron, MO 64429

CONTROL NO:

CIGL-91-213-~ 14

DATE RECEIVED:

4-30-91
DUE DATE:

5-7-91

SUBJECT:

ASSIGNED:

EPA involvement in former Rockwool Company, Inc.
complex making sale difficult.

SIGNATURE: REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

To Coordinate Response call:
__ Ann Keener x7388
~ Jan Lambert x7768

For General Information, call x7308. CIGL.

7·EPA·5230.1 IT) (Revised 10/90)

Response to: 312 Monroe

Jefferson City, MO 65101



CH~ISTOPHERS.BOND

MI~;SO'jtll

llnitcd ~tates ~rnatc
WASHINGTON. DC 20510-2503

".!:ril 25, 1991

Mr. Horris Kay
Environmental Protection Agency
Regional Administrator
726 Minnesota Avenue
Kansas City, Kansas 66101

Dear Hr. Kay:

r"lease lind "8IlCloB18d e. lettoar frc1I1 on<=..; of my c0nstil.uents who
is concerned about obtaining the results of the Enviror~ental

Protection Agency's inspection of an industrial site in Cameron,
Missouri.

Because of my wish to be responsive to the needs of those
whom I represent, I ask your thoughtful investigation into this
matter. I look forward to your reply, which should be directed to
my office at the address below:

Office of Constituent Services
312 Monroe

Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

",

.~ . ..,.

CSB/rdc

Enclosure

tW>·············,tt&j·····
Chr~ S. Bond



CITY OF CAMERON
(816) 632-2177

April 9, 1991

205 NORTH MAIN STREET CAMERON, MISsOURI64429
: ... '

Christopher S. Bond
312 Monroe
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

Dear Senator Bond:

For the last two years, the City of Cameron has been
marketing an industrial site donated to us by the Rockwool
Company, Inc. The company went out of business in the early
1980's and after their efforts to sell the building failed,
they donated the 20 acres and 86,000 sq. ft. building to the
ci ty.

Recently, the city attracted a buyer for the complex. This
individual was going to redevelop the site and hire 20 new
employees. All went well with efforts to sell until the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency visited the site for the
secon.d. time in a one year peri.o.d .an.dthen...·.•.,ne.glected to write

~ an,CL,,,infinr,,','the'" (litr' as·' to"'Lcthe"';' status"· of''' the Rodkiii58t
facility.

It seems the EPA received an anonymous phone call in late
1989 or early 1990 that led them to suspect hazardous waste
buried on site. EPA representatives visited the site during
February of 1990 and, indicated to the city staff verbally
they had not found anything.

One year later, after a bonafide buyer approached the City
with financing and a good plan the EPA made a second trip to
look at the site. Again, no written response as to why or
the nature of the problem. During the negotiations with the
buyer, all information was disclosed about environmental
issues. The buyer and the city had agreed to a method for
rectifying all environmental issues. However, the presence
of the EPA on two occasions with no clarification or
determination was too much for the buyer. As a result he has
withdrawn his offer and the city is unable to market, the
property because of the lack of determination from the EPA:



page 2
Chris copher S. Bond

If we have a problem we will fix ~c, If ehe EPA believes
there is no reason for furehei inveseigaeion, we need ie in
writing to market th~ building. As it seands, one anonymous
phone call to ehe EPA is enough cO seop ,ny real eSeate sale
in ehe United States.

Please look into this matter for us. As I have stated
earlier, if we have a problem we need to know about it. But,
if there seems to be no justification for further
investigation, we have got to have it in writing.

Ph'l Lammers
City Manager

PL/kf


