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Background Information:  Forest Park was established in 1876.  In 1904 the western half of the Park was used as the site of the World’s Fair.  After the closing of the Fair, most of the buildings and exhibits were demolished and the debris buried on site.  During World War II, seventeen acres located in the southeastern corner of the park were used as an army recreation camp.  However, as early as 1917 the Army conducted military demonstrations, including mock battles, in the area of Art Hill, located in the north central area of the former camp and was near the former Eisenhower Municipal Golf Course, currently known as the Norman K. Probstein Golf Course, which is owned and operated by the St. Louis City Parks Department.  Daily mock battles took place during the St. Louis Exposition held on the park grounds in 1926.  During the summer of 1943 a mock battle took place around the Art Hill area with soldiers from Jefferson Barracks.  The battle included 350 soldiers, amphibious jeeps, a smoke screen and a final assault up Art Hill.

In May of 1988, workers installing a sprinkler system on the third fairway of the nine-hole Eisenhower Municipal Golf Course excavated a live British designed World War I 4-inch white phosphorus Stokes mortar round.  Because the golf course location was formerly a military recreation camp, the Army’s 50th Explosive Ordnance Disposal Detachment was contacted to dispose of the mortar.  No other ordnance was discovered at that time.  No further action was taken until the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers prepared an Inventory Project Report and Archives Search Report during 1995 and 1997 in accordance with the Defense Environmental Restoration Program (DERP), 10 U.S.C. 2701-2707, 1986, which authorizes the Secretary of Defense to conduct response actions at sites that were contaminated while under the jurisdiction of the Department of Defense (DoD) and 40 C.F.R. 300.120, which designated DoD to be the removal response authority for incidents involving DoD military weapons and munitions under the jurisdiction, custody and control of DoD.

On December 5, 2001, during golf course construction, a bulldozer operator unearthed a 4-inch Stokes mortar shell.  On May 15 and June 20, 2002, similar mortar shells were excavated during trenching work.   The three pieces of ordnance were removed by the St. Louis Police Department Bomb and Arson Squad.

In the fall of 2003, the City of St. Louis completed a multi-million dollar renovation of the Forest Park municipal golf course.   A new, 27-hole, “Hale Irwin Signature Course” and 9,000 square foot clubhouse and golf education center was constructed.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provided ordnance safety support during the golf course and clubhouse construction activities, in addition to construction work at the Grand Basin and Art Hill, where the Saint Louis Art Museum conducted extensive landscaping improvements.  The Grand Basin and Art Hill construction work was also completed in the fall of 2003.  Golf course, Grand Basin and Art Hill construction workers were periodically instructed on ordnance safety and identification by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ordnance safety specialists.

Current Status:  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has recently completed a Draft Final Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) report for public review.  The EE/CA uses field investigation data and past site history to compile appropriate clean up alternatives.  The Draft Final EE/CA is available for review by the public for a period of 30 days (July 13 to August 13, 2004).  Copies of the report are available at the St. Louis Public Library, Central Library, 1301 Olive Street, St. Louis, Missouri, 314-241-2288.  A copy of the document can be transferred to other library branches upon request.   Additionally, representatives from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City, Omaha and St. Louis Districts will hold a public availability session on Tuesday, July 13, 2004, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Lindell Pavilion Visitor’s and Education Center located in Forest Park at 5595 Grand Drive, St. Louis, Missouri.  This will be an informal session where you can talk to staff members.  The session also provides an opportunity for you to ask questions and express your concerns regarding proposed Risk Management Alternatives for the Former Forest Park Recreation Camp.  Verbal comments or questions presented during the public availability session are welcome but will not be addressed in the final EE/CA report.  Only written comments will be addressed in the final EE/CA.  Written comments on the EE/CA report, postmarked or sent via email no later than August 13, 2004 should be sent to:  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District

Josephine Newton-Lund, Project Manager

601 E. 12th Street

Kansas City, MO  64106

(816) 983-3912 or 816-289-1420 (cell phone)

josephine.m.newton-lund@usace.army.mil
For More Information:

Mitch Frazier

Public Affairs Officer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District

Kansas City, Missouri

(816) 983-3486  
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