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OneSTL.org

• Many Communities, 

One Future

• OneSTL advances a 

prosperous, healthy 

and vibrant future for 

St. Louis communities 

and the entire region.



A Major Collaborative Effort

• A regional plan created with:

– 11 partner organizations

– 10 committees

– 200+ committee members

– 40 municipalities in 11 planning areas 

– 2,000+ residents in 

– 50+ organizations identify strategies in the plan

– 75 separate studies and reports



Plan Focus

• More transportation choices

• Affordable housing

• Regional economic competitiveness

• Support existing communities

• Coordinated policies and investment

• Healthy communities and neighborhoods

• Conservation of natural resources



OneSTL.org



Resources: Studies



http://www.onestl.org/resources/reports



OneSTL Themes

Prosperous

Healthy

Vibrant

• Collaborative

• Prosperous

• Distinctive

• Inclusive

• Green

• Prepared

• Connected

• Efficient

• Educated



Goals, Objectives, Strategies



Distinctive



Green Goals

1. Protect the quality of our natural 
resources and environment

2. Plan for and invest in green infrastructure
3. Guarantee clean water for all citizens



Green Goals

4. Exceed clean air standards

5. Provide increased access to nature for all 

citizens

6. Promote municipal sustainability planning

7. Protect open areas



Green Goal 1

Protect the quality of our natural resources and 

environment.

1. Strengthen public understanding of the value of 
our natural resources in supporting healthy 
communities, healthy economy and healthy 
citizens. 

2. Encourage local governments to use EWG’s 
natural communities and ecological significance 
data in planning.

3. Develop a culture that understands and values 
regional and local sustainability.



Green Goal 3

Guarantee Clean Water for all citizens

1. Improve the health of our watersheds and 

waterways for drinking, aesthetics, and 

recreation.

2. Promote rainscaping as a way individual 

property owners can help to reduce stormwater 

runoff and improve water quality.



Blue Gray & Green Infrastructure

An interconnected 
& multi-functional 
network of blue, 

gray, & green 

infrastructure 
enhances water 
quality & reduces 
costs to local 
governments & 
citizens.



Blue, Gray & Green Infrastructure

Blue Infrastructure

• Natural system of water 

ways 

• Engineered practices that 

mimic natural systems

Gray infrastructure

• Built Infrastructure that 

conveys water, waste water; 

also people & products

Green Infrastructure

• Nodes and corridors of vegetation

• Site Scale projects that support 

natural processes (Rainscaping)



Regional Ecological Significance

Factors

• Vegetation

• Wildlife

• Patch size

• Public land

• Distance from 
water bodies

• Protected/ 
Conservation 
Areas

• Soils



Ecological Significance: Projects



Tool for Site Level Planning

Conservation Design

• 260 Homes 

– 1/3 to 3/4  Acre Lots

• Development Impact 

– 160 Acres

• Comparable Rural 

Development: 

– 5 Acres: 167 Lots

– 3 Acres: 260 Lots











Metrics



Metrics

Indicator Definition
Desired 
Trend

Baseline Current

Developed Land per 

Capita
Number of developed acres per capita 2011

0.26

acres
-

Air Quality
Average # days / year the EPA Air Quality 

Index exceeds 100 for ozone

2007

-

2009

17.3

days

2011

-

2013

24.7

days

Rainscaping

Acres of land treated for 

stormwater overflow using water quality 

best management practices

2010
1,526

acres
2012

3,019

acres

Tree Cities
Percent of municipalities that are certified 

by Tree City USA
2010 20.8% 2013 20.3%

Tree Canopy Percent of land with tree canopy cover
2010

/

2012

39.0% -

Watershed Plans
Number of watersheds with a plan 

or active organization
2010 8 2013 17

Water Quality
Percent of assessed streams and 

rivers that are impaired (polluted)
2012 36.2% -

Sustainable Codes

Percent of local governments with energy 

conservation and/or a green construction 

code

2013 80.4% -

10 -

Green



The OneSTL Network

• Evolution of committees and partners

• Open invitation to government agencies, 

businesses, organizations, individuals

• Implementation committee and working 

groups

• Register here:



Moving OneSTL Forward
Green Infrastructure/ Ecological Significance:

– City of St. Louis, Sustainability Agenda

– Missouri Botanical Garden, BiodiverseCity

– Metropolitan Sewer District, Project Clear

– Department of Conservation, Urban Conservation

– Heartlands Conservancy, Green Infrastructure Plan 

Transit Oriented Development
– Metro, Citizens for Modern Transit, Municipalities

Complete Streets/ Revitalizing Downtowns
– Trailnet, Great Rivers Greenway, Local Governments

Community Development
– St. Louis County, Non-Profits (Rise, Beyond Housing)

– Private/Local/State/Fed 



Discussion

Contact :

East-West Gateway Council of Governments

314-421-4220

david.wilson@ewgateway.org

www.OneSTL.org


